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Vatican City- Pope Francis said that the
resurrection of Christ is the most shock-
ing event in human history.

“What was humanly unthinkable hap-
pened,” Pope Francis said April 22.
“‘Christ, my hope, is risen!” And in Him
we too are resurrected, passing from
death to life, from the slavery of sin to
the freedom of love.”

The pope spoke from the window of
the Vatican Apostolic Palace before
leading those gathered in St. Peter’s
Square in the traditional Easter prayer,
the Regina Coeli.

“After the rites of the Easter Triduum,
which made us relive the mystery of
death and resurrection of our Lord, now
with the eyes of faith we contemplate
him risen and alive,” he said.

Pope Francis said “the risen Jesus
walks beside us. He manifests himself
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to those who invoke and love h1m F1rst
of all in prayer, but also in simple joys
lived with faith and gratitude.”

The pope pointed to the important role
that women played in announcing
Christ’s resurrection. “It is women who
are the first to meet the Risen One and
bring the announcement that he is alive,”
Pope Francis said.

“All the Gospels highlight the role of
women, Mary Magdalene and the oth-
ers, as the first witnesses of the resur-
rection,” he said.

Pope Francis said that the words
Jesus addressed to the women must also
resound in our lives today, “Do not be
afraid; go and announce ...”

“We ask the Virgin Mary to allow us
to receive full peace and serenity, gifts
from the Risen One, to share with our
brothers, especially those who need
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comfort and hope the most,”
Francis said.

Pope

“Let us allow ourselves, therefore, to
reach out from the consoling message
of Easter and wrap ourselves in its glo-
rious light, which dissipates the darkness
of fear and sadness,” he said.

The pope again expressed his spiri-
tual closeness with the people of Sri
Lanka, where explosions in Catholic
churches killed more than 200 people on
Easter morning. Pope Francis con-
demned the acts of terrorism and said
that the Sri Lankan people continue to
be in his prayers.

“I pray for the many victims and
wounded, and [ ask everyone not to hesi-
tate to offer this dear nation all the help
that is necessary. I also hope that ev-
eryone condemns these acts of terror-
ism, inhuman acts, never justifiable,”
Pope Francis said.

DARKNESS ON A DAY OF LIGHT: HATRED KILLS HUNDREDS IN SRI LANKA
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, Secretary Geeral CBCI
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Easter 21st April 2019, appeared to be unfurling
like Easter of any other year for me and for the rest of
the world. We had finished a grace filled lent,
commemorated the passion of the Lord and every
Bishop, priest, religious and faithful was joyously
participating in the blissful celebration of Easter. I had
celebrated the Easter vigil in the St. Teresa Church of
PushpVihar on the peripheries of Delhi.

The overflowing Church was buzzing with joy
and fervour as must have been Churches throughout
the world, some having already celebrated Easter and
others preparing to celebrate the great feast depending
on the time zones.

On Easter Sunday thousands would go to Church
to celebrate the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord.

After all, Easter marks the victory of life over death,
light over darkness, hope over despair. Christians in
Colombo were in Church like every other year to pray,
to rejoice and to participate in this feast of light, life
and hope.

But the devil was active elsewhere and evil
forces were planning on how to bring discord, death,
distress and destruction.

A wave of deadly blasts hit Sri Lanka on Easter
Sunday, killing at least 390 people and seriously
injuring over 500. I had left for the airport on Easter
Sunday, after celebrating the morning Mass and
received the news of the tragedy as I was preparing to

DARKNESS ON ADAY OF LIGHT:
HATRED KILLS HUNDREDS IN SRI LANKA

Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, Secretary Geeral CBCI

board a flight to Rome. I still find it unbelievable that
there are persons filled with so much hate that they
are willing to tie a bomb around their body and blast
themselves to bring death to others. That too on the
feast of a community, killing innocent worshippers.
There is no heroism, no bravery, no gallantry in killing
unguarded, innocent, blameless people.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India and
the Catholic Church in our Country stands solidly
shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart, with the sorrow
filled Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. We offer our
deepest condolences to the Christians of Sri Lanka

and to all the people of the emerald island. We
condemn this series of dastardly and cowardly acts
and share in the pain of the suffering people.

His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias,
President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India is in touch with His Eminence Albert Malcolm
Ranjith Patabendige Don of Colombo and has offered
him all help and solidarity.

It is to be reiterated that the bomb blasts and
the gruesome killings however ghastly they may be
are just symptoms of a much deeper rooted and
unfortunately more grievous malaise: hatred. Time and
again we have seen how hatred ignites planned and
organized violence which destroys lives, properties
and future of innocent persons. We in India have seen
it in the 1984 massacre of Sikhs, in the 1999 burning
of Graham Staines, in the 2002 killing of Muslims, in
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the 2008 violence in Kandhamal which took away lives
and security of Christians in the area. It continues in
the mob lynchings and beating up of people today and
in attacks on pilgrims and on soldiers as it happened
in Pulwama recently.

Sri Lanka itself has gone through its times of
terror and bloodshed. Just when it appeared that it had
come to peace with itself and that communities had
begun living harmoniously among themselves, comes
this terrible news.

That three of the suicide bombers were sons
of a rich spice merchant who had gathered his wealth
selling products to all communities makes the tragedy
even more poignant.That the attacks are attributed to
a small group does not make our pain and hurt much
lesser. That the authorities have accepted that there
was an intelligence failure and that top officials have
been fired does not decrease the gravity of the tragedy.
It only highlights the power of hatred to overcome

all hurdles in its diabolic drive to destroy innocent
lives. Forty five children, numerous young men and
women had their lives and future snuffed out by mad
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evil men blinded by hatred. The responsibility for
these deaths and destruction lies not only with the
executors of this despicable crime but the blood of
these innocent dead ones is also upon all those who
fuelled this hate. Those who overtly or covertly,
openly or subtly, spread hate and spew venom are the
real dangerous agents behind these tragedies.

The man made calamity of Colombo is sad
not just for Christians but for humanity itself. It is
our ardent prayer that God grant eternal rest to those
killed, heal the injured but above all cure, convert
and change the bigoted hate mongers and evil doers.
Every drop of blood shed in these cowardly terrorist
acts cries to heaven for justice. What troubles us is
not just the misery created by these and other killings
motivated by hatred but that people continue
supporting those who spew and promote hate in
various forms. Every drop of blood shed in this
tragedy and every other murder of innocents is from
the veins of each one of us as we all form one
humanity.

In the Holy Week passion narrative we are
reminded of these words of Jesus: “those who draw
the sword will perish by the sword” and Swami
Vivekananda has warned us, “Do not hate anybody,

because that hatred which comes out from you must,
in the long run, come back to you, if you love, that
love will come back to you, completing the circle.”

Our hearts weep for those who died and bled
in Colombo but we weep even more for those
heartless cowards whose hatred blinds them to
massacre innocent human beings. God have mercy on
our world. Our prayers for our neighbouring people
of Sri Lanka.
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Indian Catholic forum condemns Sri Lanka Killings

Kanpur, April 22,2019: The Indian Catholic Forum has expressed
deep shock and dismay at the wanton killings in Sri Lanka on
Easter Sunday morning.

Almost 300 people were killed on April 21 in bomb blasts in
three churches and various hotels frequented by foreigners in
the island nation.

“It is common knowledge that Easter is the most sacred and
holy day for Christians across the world. It is therefore shame-
ful that anybody or organization should think of targeting inno-
cent worshippers at such a time and place,” says a press re-
lease from the forum.

It further notes that Christians in Sri Lanka are not a radicalized
group harboring animosity toward any other community. “The
same may be said of international tourists who would have had
no anti-national agenda in Sri Lanka.”

Based on circumstantial evidence, the forum says “the perpe-
trators” were from outside Sri Lanka, “who chose this as a soft
target to pursue their blood thirsty plan of hatred and revenge.”

The forum wants all sane persons and leaders to “unequivo-
cally condemn these satanic acts against innocent persons.”

While praying for the souls of deceased and comfort for the
bereaved and injured, the forum appeals to all to maintain peace
and brotherhood, and not allow such incidents to sow the seeds
of revenge or hatred against the perpetrators.

The press release signed by forum coordinator chhotebhai also
appealed to the Sri Lankan government to use all possible means
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to bring them to swift justice.
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New Delhi, April 24, 2019: The Islamic State (IS) has claimed
responsibility for the serial bomb blasts in Sri Lanka that killed
over 300 people.

The terror group also released on April 23 a picture of eight
terrorists through its propaganda ‘Amaq’ news agency.

“The executors of the attack that targeted citizens of coali-
tion states and Christians in Sri Lanka two days ago were
with the group,” said the Site Intelligence Group, which moni-
tors jihadist activities.

The terror group also made their names public. Abu Ubaida,
Abu al-Mukhtar, Abu Khalil, Abu Hamza, Abu al-Barra, Abu
Muhammad and Abu Abdullah are the seven suicide bombers
who carried out the deadly Easter Sunday bombings in Sri
Lanka.

Not much information has been shared about the eighth man
who has been pictured in the communiqué released by the
terror group.

Claiming that the bombings killed over 350 people, the IS state-
ment noted that the pictured men were “the commando broth-
ers in Sri Lanka” who carried out the attack.

A brief translation of the statement reads: “In the name of
Allah, our inghimasi fighters went to many churches and ho-
tels that have Christian people. Abu Hamza attacked Antony
Church in Colombo and blew himselfup in the middle of the
people. Abu Khalil went to Sebastian (St Sebastian Church)
church in Negombo and bombed himself in the middle of the
people who were celebrating Easter.”

The entire statement released by Islamic State.

“Abu Muhammad went to Zion Church in Batticaloa and

Islamic State claims responsibility
for Lanka blasts

bombed himself. Abu Ubaida, Abu al-Barra and Abu al-
Mukhtar went to hotels (Shangri-La, Cinnamon and Kingsbury)
in the middle of Colombo city. They first exploded some bombs
and then exploded themselves,” the statement added.

The statement also added that in the city of Dematagoda, Abu
Abdullah confronted the police and killed three police offic-
ers.

Sri Lanka PM says a fourth hotel was also targeted but that
attack failed to materialize.

Commenting on the development, SITE Intelligence Group
Director Rita Katz said in a tweet: “The detail given in #ISIS’
communique (attackers’ names, where each of them attacked)
shows that the group had a hand in the attack — the degree to
which still remains to be seen. The group’s delay in claiming is
also an unanswered variable.”

The Sri Lankan government earlier said that local Islamist Group
National Thowheeth Jama’ath may have had arole in plotting
the coordinated blasts on April 21.

At least 40 suspects, including the driver of a van allegedly
used by the bombers, have been arrested in connection to the
deadly terrorist attack. NTJ, according to Sri Lankan minister
Ruwan Wijewardan, has close links with the Jammat-ul-
Mujahideen India.

A series of bombs ripped through multiple cities in Sri Lanka
on Easter Sunday. Three churches and three luxury hotels
were targeted in the attack. At least 11 Indians have been
officially confirmed dead in the attack.

Source: India Today
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