
From The Apostolic Administrator

Dear Fathers, Sisters and the Faithful,

In Catholic tradition the month of May is specially ob-
served as the month of Mary. During the whole month, Marian
devotion is conducted in parishes. The faithful gather in the
churches to recite the rosary; special prayers are conducted
and it culminates with the Eucharistic Celebration. Mary is
honoured so much because of her intimate relation with the
life and ministry of Jesus. Though she is the mother of Jesus,
much more she is the perfect disciple of Jesus.

How one becomes the disciple of Jesus? Jesus said to
the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my
word you are truly my disciple." (Jn 8: 31) Hence those who
live according to the word of Jesus can only become his
disciples.

When Jesus was preaching to the crowd, a woman in
the crowd being taken up by the gracious words of Jesus
exclaimed, "Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts
that you sucked." But he (Jesus)  replied, "Blessed rather are
those who hear the Word of God and keep it!" Here Jesus
underlines that Mary is the one who heard the Word and
pondered over it and kept it  faithfully. She desires to mould
us to be the disciples of Jesus. Therefore, in Cana of Galilee,
where the wine ran out, the marriage party was bewildered.
Mary told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you" (Jn 2: 5).
Risen Christ commanded his disciples to make disciples
through this proclamation of Good News by "teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you" (Mt 28: 20).
Here the command of Jesus and Mary coincide. The true
disciple is one who follows the will of the Master. Therefore
Mary found a place amidst the disciples during the Pentecost

MARY THE PERFECT DISCIPLE
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BIRTHDAYS

01-05-2019 Fr. Michael Joe

Fr. S. Thomas

04-05-2019 Fr. S. Vijay Bilavender

08-05-2019 Fr. M. Gnanadickam

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

01-05-2019 Fr. S. James Selvanathan
02-05-2019 Fr. S. Aruldoss

Fr. K. Charles
Fr. T. Eugene
Fr. S. Ignacimuthu(Sr)
Fr. R.  Michael Joe
Fr. X. Philomin Raj
Fr. A. Sahaya Anthuvan Rex
Fr. G. Saminathan
Fr. J. Sebastin Venni
Fr. A. Susai Alangaram
Fr. A. Thomas John Julian

03-05-2019 Fr.  A. Alphonse
Fr. P. Anburaj
Fr. D. Arockiaraj Benhar
Fr. S. Arulanandam
Fr. M. Arun Prasand
Fr. P. Doss
Fr. A. Lenin Arockiaraj
Fr. S. Maria Soosai
Fr. A. Sagayaraj (Jr)
Fr. I. Angisamy @ Sabastin

04-05-2019 Fr. A. Amalraj
Fr. S. Ambrose
Fr. J. Lawrence
Fr. S. Savarimuthu

        Sathyanathan

DATES TO REMEMBER

05-05-2019 Fr.  S. Melchior
Fr. P.  Arockia Panneerselvam

06-05-2019 Fr. S. Baskaran
Fr. A. Chinnappan
Fr. A. Devaraj
Fr. A. Susairaj
Fr. D. Thomas

07-05-2019 Fr.  A. Francis Xavier
Fr. A. George Santhanaraj
Fr. S.M. Gnanasekaran
Fr. Vincent Joseph

08-05-2019 Fr. S. Innacimuthu(Jr)
09-05-2019 Fr. I. Amalanathan

Fr. Arockia Sundara Raj
11-05-2019 Fr. A. Jeyaraj
12-05-2019 Fr.  P. John Kennedy

Fr. B. John Selvaraj
16-05-2019 Fr. A. James
18-05-2019 Fr. I. Amalraj

Fr. S. Antony Paulraj
Fr. C. Bastin Anitoraj
Fr. S. Deepan Kulandairaj
Fr. S. John Alexander
Fr. A. Manuel
Fr. K. Retchaga Raj
Fr. S. Vijay Bilavender

25-05-2019 Fr. S. Devaraj
26-05-2019 Fr. Joseph Arulrajan

29-05-2019 Fr. A. Suresh

14-05-2019 Fr. T.  Albert

15-05-2019 Fr. A. Devaraj

17-05-2019 Fr.  Stephen Jayard

18-05-2019 Fr. Tennis Gilbert

28-05-2019 Fr. X. Philomin Raj

NECROLOGY
Kindly remember them in your prayers

Date Name Year of Death

08-05-2019 Fr. V.M. Marianayagam 1995

09-05-2019 Fr. M. Dharmanathan 1967

19-05-2019 Fr. S.J. Stephen 2011

21-05-2019 Fr. Jebamalai 1997

22-05-2019 Fr. M. Sundaram 1982

26-05-2019 Fr. K.S. Arockiam 1986

28-05-2019 Fr. Lourdusamy 1962
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event. (Acts 2:1; 1:14) Hence true devotion to Mary pro-
claims the glory of Jesus and makes us disciples of Jesus.

Mary accepted the Word of God and kept it till the end of
her life (Lk 1:38, Jn 19:16).
Mary carried the Word of God to the hill country to her
cousin Elizabeth  (Lk 1: 39-44).
Mary pondered over the Word of God (Lk 2: 19).
Mary commanded the servants to follow the Word of God
(Jn 2:5).

Let the Marian devotion help us to follow the foot steps
of Mary and be true disciples of Jesus.

+ Most Rev. Dr. M. Devadass Ambrose

Apostolic Administrator of Tiruchirapalli

POPE FRANCIS ON DEVOTION TO MARY

“Devotion to Mary is not spiritual etiquette; it is a

requirement of the Christian life.  It is not just something
that is nice or good to do, but is an obligation in the life of a
Christian. If our faith is not to be reduced merely to an idea
or a doctrine, all of us need a mother’s heart, one which
knows how to keep the tender love of God and to feel the
heartbeat of all around us. Mary is exactly what God wants
us to be, what he wants his Church to be: A Mother who is
tender and lowly, poor in material goods and rich in love,
free of sin and united to Jesus, keeping God in our hearts
and our neighbour in our lives.”

The Apostolic Administrator

will be on his annual leave for

the whole month of May
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BISHOP EMERITUS - ANTONY DEVOTTA’S

ENGAGEMENTS, MAY - 2019

11 Marriage Preparation Course

12 Confirmation - Cathedral

First Holy Communion - Holy Redeemer’s Basilica

13 Silver Jubilee - Chennai

14 Rosarian Sisters’ Golden Jubilee

16 Final Profession - St. Anne’s Convent

17 Confirmation - Killukottai

18 Parish Feast - Nagamangalam

19 M First Holy Communion - Nagamangalam

E Chapel Blessing - Soliakudy (Thuraikudi Parish)

FROM THE DESK OF THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRAOR

Auditing of Accounts :  All the Parish Priests & Head of Institu-

tions are requested to submit the following items for annual audit

to the Procurator on or before 10th May 2019.

a)   Journal & Ledger books for 2018-2019

b)   Receipt books

c)   Bills & Vouchers

d)  Bank Pass-books

Note :

1.   Also, remit the 10% contribution upto the IV quarter of 2018-19.

 2.   Those who have already submitted the accounts and remitted the

contribution, please ignore.

Fr. S. Innasimuthu, Financial Administrator
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POPE FRANCIS, ASIAN BISHOPS, OTHERS RENEW

SOLIDARITY WITH SRI LANKA AFTER BLASTS

Pope Francis pledged his closeness and solidarity with Sri

Lanka after the deadly terrorist attacks on Easter Sunday. Asian

Churches and others joined in expressing their condolences.

Churches, groups and individuals joined Pope Francis as he reit-

erated his spiritual and fatherly closeness to the people of Sri Lanka

following terrorist attacks on 3 churches and 3 hotels on Easter

Sunday.

Pope Francis

Speaking to a large crowd in Rome's St. Peter's Square at mid-

day on Easter Monday, the Pope said he was very close to Cardi-

nal Malcolm Ranjith and Archdiocese of Colombo, the capital,

and prayed for the numerous victims and wounded.  While urg-

ing the international community to offer the needed help to Sri

Lanka, he called on them not to hesitate in condemning these

terrorist and inhuman acts that are never justifiable.

The previous day, Easter Sunday, speaking after the special

Easter 'Urbi et Orbi' message and blessing, the Holy Father ex-

pressed his "heartfelt closeness to the Christian community [of Sri

Lanka], wounded as it was gathered in prayer, and to all the vic-

tims of such cruel violence."

Among the targets in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa are

two Catholic churches: St. Anthony's Shrine in the capital and St.

Sebastian's Church in Negombo, north of Colombo.

Asian Bishops

Meanwhile, the Catholic Churches of Asia also expressed their

solidarity and condolence to the Sri Lanka Church.

"Allow me to express my sincere anguish at this tragedy that

has taken the toll on scores of innocent human lives on the very

day when we celebrate world over the victory of life and goodness
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over death and evil," wrote the President of the Federation of Asian

Bishops' Conferences (FABC), Cardinal Charles Bo of Myanmar

in a letter to Cardinal Ranjith.

Card. Ranjith described the attacks as "bestial and inhuman"

and extended his condolences to the families of the dead and

wounded. He also called on health professionals to help save lives

and tend to the injured.

Card. Bo, the Archbishop of Yangon, offered his fraternal sup-

port saying, "As I place my humble prayers for all the victims of this

senseless violence, I also pray for the caregivers and relief agents."

"We need to plead the mercy seat of the Risen Lord Jesus, the

Prince of Hope and Peace, to strengthen all people of good will to

help stabilize the situation of fear and suspicion that has arisen

following the blasts," the cardinal prayed.

Indian Catholic Church

In a separate message, India's Catholic Church also expressed

its pain over the blasts in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the president of the Catholic Bish-

ops Conference of India (CBCI), wrote to Card. Ranjith on April

21 saying the Church in India is "deeply saddened and pained" by

the attacks. "We offer our prayerful solidarity with the families of

the victims and the survivors of the church bombings," Card. Gracias

wrote.  "On this great feast of hope of the Resurrection, our broth-

ers and sisters in Sri Lanka are devastated by this senseless vio-

lence. We pray to the Risen Jesus for peace."

Similar sentiments have been expressed by individuals,

Churches and organizations from around the world.  Among them

are the bishops' conferences of the United States, Hungary and

Germany, the Assembly of the Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land,

the Community of Sant'Egidio, President Sergio Mattarella of Italy,

"Aid to the Church in Need" and the World Council of Churches.

Vatican News
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CHRISTUS VIVIT

Christus vivit (Christ is Alive) is a post-synodal apostolic
exhortation of Pope Francis, written in response to the Fifteenth
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on ‘Young
people, Faith and Vocational Discernment’, held from 3 to 28

October 2018. It is addressed “to young people and to the entire

people of God”.

The document is dated 25 March 2019, the day on which

Francis signed the original Spanish text while visiting the Basilica
of the Holy House of Mary in Loreto, Italy, and published on 2
April, the anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II, who was
the first Pope to address a letter to young people in 1985 and he

was the Pope who began the World Youth Days. 

Francis quoted the concluding document of the synod,

discussed the problem of sexual abuse, as well as other abuses,

committed by some bishops, priests, religious and laypersons and

asked the young to participate in keeping priests true to their vows

and vocations. He wrote: “If you see a priest at risk, because he

has lost the joy of his ministry, or seeks affective compensation, or

is taking the wrong path, remind him of his commitment to God

and his people, remind him of the Gospel and urge him to hold to

his course. In this way, you will contribute greatly to something

fundamental: preventing these atrocities from being repeated.”

The document also acknowledged, among other things, the

Church’s history of promoting male domination and clerical

protection of “members of the Church” who committed “the abuse

of power, the abuse of conscience, sexual and financial abuse”

against women and children. The document further stated that
the Church had to repair its reputation with young people or risk

becoming a “museum” if it did not change.

(From Wikipedia, the free Encyclopedia)

7




  


  







 

 


 





      


 
 
   
 



 


 
   
  
 


 

  
 


    



   





  
 

  














   

 

  



   
  





