
Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,
 Every year we, the believers in Lord Jesus Christ, 
commemorate great mysteries of our salvation from His life. The 
Lord’s Incarnation, His death on the Cross and His Resurrection are 
of central significance among all other mysteries. We have already 
celebrated His Incarnation at Christmas, while the feast of His 
supreme sacrifice will occur in time. Before that we are meditating 
upon the life and events of our Lord Jesus. Such meditation 
enlightens us to deeply consider our personal and ecclesiastical 
life as evident at practical level. We will focus our attention on the 
outcome of the meditation we do on our Lord’s activities as also on 
the life of the Church.
 The Adivasi people of Chotanagpur in the 19th century have 
been greatly oppressed and victimized by internal and external 
forces. The British colonizers hardly knew the culture and social 
system of the Adivasis, while the latter were progressively being 
robbed of their land by the zamindari system. On account of their 
illiteracy, poverty and vulnerability the Tribals were easily subjected 
to exploitation and various forms of atrocity. Defenceless and 
miserable, they were covered in the darkness of ignorance. Greatly 
frustrated amid overwhelming conditions, they ardently invoked the 
Supreme Spirit they had adored. God heard their cry of distress 
and sent to them His servants from Belgium so as to alleviate their 
sufferings, to dispel the darkness of ignorance from among them, 
to replace despair with hope, and to put an end to exploitation 
and atrocity. Firstly, Fr. Augustus Stockman enkindled the Lord’s 
liberating light at Chaibasa. He brought 28 persons of 6 charcoal 
making Munda families to the Lord in 1873. Successively, the Lord’s 
servants zealously spread the light of salvation. Servant of God, 
Father Constant Lievens is to be pre-eminently reckoned among 
them.
 Through the grace of God, the little church of 1873 grew to 
such an extent in the course of 145 years that she is reckoned as 
“the miracle of Chotanagpur”. Her roots have been firmly entrenched 
in Chotanagpur. She is well known is the fields of education, social 
service and health. The laity and Gospel witnesses of this region are 
enthusiastically sharing the message of salvation with other states 
of India. The Laity are assuming pivotal roles in fostering the Faith 
in respective local churches.
 Through her various institutions, the Church is 
indiscriminately serving the people of all religions, races and 
classes. She particularly focuses her attention on the development 

and emancipation of Tribals and the deprived sections of society. 
Indeed, the Church desires to promote brotherhood, unity and 
rightful opportunities in the life of all peoples. Yet, as you are aware, 
some people of fundamentalist political ideology prefer division 
over mutual brotherhood; they advocate uniformity over unity; and 
worse, they do everything to block the improvement of the weak. 
Such attitude is in sharp contrast to Christian charity and adherence 
to mutual brotherhood. The Church can never be in agreement 
to such unspiritual and inhuman ideology. This is why instead of 
appreciating our good deeds, the advocates of fundamentalist 
ideology seek to smear us with abomination. They intend to deprive 
us of the Constitutional right to freedom. They persecute us by 
misusing the administrative machinery. We are being threatened. 
Our youth are being deprived of jobs. Adherents of such an ideology 
seek to cripple the Church’s delivery system regarding education and 
Tribals’ emancipation so that they may force their nefarious designs 
upon the people at large. Their plan is to annihilate the Christians 
and Tribals. Ammendment of CNT Act and SPT Act, tabling of 
Land Acquisition Bill, implementation of Anti-conversion Bill and so 
on are clear assault on the Tribals. The Anti-conversion Bill is not 
only in sharp contrast to the Constitutional provisions, but also an 
affront to Natural Law. They intend to replace our Constitution with 
Manu Smriti. Let us seriously consider how to face such realities of 
negativity.
 First of all, the people need to be socio-politically 
awakened to the threats to their existence as also regarding the 
Church’s security. They also need to be awakened regarding the 
fundamentalist ideology and its practical implication. The election 
results democratically empower the voters. Therefore in order not 
to allow the power fall on fundamentalist hands, we need to elect 
right persons to represent us. Every citizen has right and duty 
to cast vote. Let us not hack our feet by falling prey to monetary 
enticement in favour of undesirable candidate. Next, let us rise 
above our selfishness and having sunk mutual differences let us 
unite in favour of a party or candidate with democratic principles 
who will prospectively win. Thirdly, let us humbly pray to God that 
He be favourable regarding all our sound decisions and actions. Let 
us also pray for those who wish for our destruction. Be confident 
that God will listen to our prayers and will fulfil them for our good. He 
defends those who obey Him!

     Your servant and friend,
	 	 	 	 É Felix Toppo, S.J.
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Bishop Charles Soreng laid to rest
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Loreto School concludes Platinum Jubilee
Doranda. 30 January, 2019. With a solemn Eucharist and 
festivity the Loreto Sisters in Ranchi concluded today the platinum 
jubilee of their school. While congratulating the Sisters, teachers 

and students, His 
Grace, Felix Toppo, 
SJ, Archbishop of 
Ranchi noted in his 
homily, “It was God’s 
will and the Sisters’ 
generosity” that 
they came to India 

and to Ranchi for imparting “quality education to the students, 
combined with religious, moral and social values.”
 In her introductory note Sr. Marion Vase, Principal of the 
School, said the Loreto Sisters came to Ranchi in 1942 in response 
to the invitation of Jesuit Fr. De Muelder, the then parish priest of 

Doranda. Having purchased the present property Mother Leila 
Maguire inaugurated there an English medium school for girls 
in February 1943. While presenting a brief history of the Loreto 
Sisters, Sr. Vase hailed the Congregation’s Founder, Mary Ward, 
as a “woman beyond compare”. She said Mary Ward was ahead 
of her times, as she wanted her Congregation to serve beyond 
the cloistered walls in contravention to the prevailing practice. 
Not only did she suffer imprisonment and faced the inquisition 
for taking such a stand, the English government suppressed 
her community in 1630. However, the legacy of Mary Ward 
survives today as Institute of Blessed Virgin Mary. “The serenity 
and confidence in God with which she accepted opposition and 
sufferings, her fidelity to the Church despite multiple tribulations, 
made her the ‘grain of wheat’ sown by God and which, after the 
rebirth of her institute, would bear fruit in all continents down to 
the present day.” In England the Loreto Sisters are known as the 
Congregation of Jesus.

Hazaribag. 15 January, Tuesday. Mortal remains of Bishop 
Charles Soreng (18 August 1934—11 January 2019) were 
interred at Hazaribag Cathedral today. While revealing 
fundamental conviction of the Late Bishop, his successor 
Bishop Anand Jojo noted in his homily that regardless of 
God’s preferred names and religious affiliation, all human 
beings have received divine life at their creation. They are 

destined to live with God and that faith in the merciful Creator 
is precondition to obtaining eternal life. Bishop Jojo further 
explained the foundational reality by citing John 15:9 — “As 
the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love.” As for the operative principle enunciated by Lord Jesus 
Christ, the homilist cited Ephesians 4:3 that says, “… making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 
 Little wonder, the Late Bishop Soreng founded 
ßloZ/eZ leHkko leUo;Þ] an inter-religious association for 
maintaining communal harmony. Mohammed Islam Khan 
and Swarup Chandra Jain, office bearers of the association, 
paid glowing tributes to him. While thanking God for having 
given Bishop Soreng as gift, Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, 
Secretary General of CBCI said that while in office as 
CBCI Chairman of the Commission for Gospel Witness 
(1992-1904), CBCI Secretary General (1904-1998) and as 

Chariman, CBCI Commission for Education (1998-2000), 
the Late visionary Bishop’s overriding concern had been to 
evolve an education policy for emancipation of the Tribals 
and Dalits. Incidently, while recuperating at Manresa House, 
Bishop Soreng had confided to this reporter in what may 
now be considered his parting message that he would love 
to see young Tribals dream bigger than just clerk’s jobs. 

Rich tributes were also paid by a number of Major Superiors 
including Mother Linda Mary Vaughan, Superior General of 
the Daughters of St. Anne.

 Having suffered a heart attack on 24th December 
2018, Bishop Charles Soreng was successively treated at 
Hazaribag and Ranchi. With some improvement, he was 
brought to Manresa House infirmary on 31st December. 
However, with his condition worsening, he was moved 
to Seva Nilaya, Aragate, on 7th January 2019, where he 
breathed his last on 11th January 2019 morning. Ever since 
the Late Bishop’s body was placed in the Cathedral, many 
Faithful of the Diocese took turns to keep round-the-clock 
vigil. The funeral Mass was officiated by His Grace, Felix 
Toppo, SJ, Archbishop of Ranchi with 10 Bishops and 170 
vested priests. The cathedral overflowed with mourning 
Faithful and people of good will.
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 Indeed, the history of Loreto Sisters in Chotanagpur 
goes far beyond their present school’s platinum jubilee. They had 
first arrived in Ranchi on 21st March 1890 to earnestly begin the 
fostering of a new civilization among the Adivasi women who, 
like their men folk, had embraced Lord Jesus in great number as 
their Messiah. Significantly, such an unprecedented response to 
Catholicism — popularly known as the “Miracle of Chotanagpur” 
— was triggered by a historic legal victory in 1886 of an Adivasi 
resident of Dighia over a zamindar’s unlawful land occupation. 
The first ever legal victory of the Tribals was made possible by the 
Servant of God, Fr. Constant Lievens and his pioneer companions 
who painstakingly worked on land cases. Similar victories are also 
successively recorded from Barway and Biru regions.
 Four Loreto Sisters started a training school for girls at 
“Lal Kothi” or “Red Lodge” in front of Manresa House on Purulia 
Road (presently known as Dr. Camil Bulcke Path). Advent of the 
Loreto Sisters added a new dimension to the Church in the Tribal 
heartland. However, for lack of personnel and other practical 
reasons, the Loreto Sisters were called back to Calcutta. They 
were replaced by the Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk, Belgium, who 
occupied the “Lal Kothi” on 13th January 1903.

Banpur Village Chapel Blessed and Inaugurated 
Banpur (Jaratoli), 9 December. The long awaited village 
chapel was blessed and inaugurated here by His Lordship, 
Telesphore Bilung, SVD, Auxiliary Bishop of Ranchi today. 

He hailed the Catholic community for their enthusiasm, 
consistency and generosity in the construction of new 
church.
 Banpur falls under Jaratoli mission station that 
presently comprises 147 families with 2041 Catholics. That 
Jaratoli had to be carved out of Ulhatu parish on December 
9, 2012 is indicative of the growing Catholic community that 
inhabits this hilly region. Erstwhile christened by the G.E.L. 
church evangelists, the Banpur community in this terrain is 
said to have suffered from understandable lack of pastoral 
care for quite long. In 1940, when G.E.L. church in the region 
suffered disintegration, 3 families of Banpur, led by the late 
Daniel Lakra, decided to come into the Catholic fold. In the 
time of a Jesuit pioneer, Fr. Louis Defrijn, who started Ulhatu 
Parish in 1952, twelve more families followed suit, making 
an aggregate of 15 Catholic families at Banpur.
 A statement read out at the inaugural function said 
that initially led by the late catechist Martin Guria, prayer 
meetings used to be held at the late Sahay Lakra’s house. 
The new church edifice stands in the plots of land which 
contained a chapel of mud where occasional Mass used to 
be offered by priests of the Ranchi Cathedral Parish. The 

land was gifted by the late Daniel Lakra and late Gandura 
Lakra, the statement reminisced.  Note worthily, the new 
chapel replaces a mud house chapel built by the aforesaid 
15 families. Sincere gratitude on the occasion was therefore 
expressed to them not only for sustaining the prayer house, 
but also with it the Church community itself.
 The present 55 Catholic families of Banpur 
unanimously decided that every household would make a 
weekly contribution of Rs. 10 towards church construction, 
the statement disclosed. When the foundations were laid 
on March 19, 2017 by Rev. Fr. George Minj, the ladies 
raised money by rendering community service at paddy 
transplantation, weeding and harvesting — a typical Tribal 
practice of old. As also previously agreed, free manual 
labour at the construction site was given by the community. 
The inaugural function was attended by Rev. Fr. Maximus 
Toppo, Dean of Ulhatu vicariate, Rev. Fr. George Minj, In-
charge of Jaratoli mission centre, Rev. Fr. Param Dayal 
Xess, Asst. Parish Priest and others.

Mary, Mother of God invoked at Ulhatu 
Ulhatu. 1 January, Tuesday. As every year, the solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of God was observed at the Minor Basilica at 
Ulhatu with a well attended procession and Holy Mass. While 

underlining Our Lady’s powerful intercession for humanity, 
the main celebrant Archbishop Felix Toppo, SJ, in his homily 
said that she helps strengthen our faith and sustain us on the 
path of charity. Cardinal Telesphore P. Toppo and many priests 
concelebrated the Mass. It may be recalled that the Minor 
Basilica, dedicated to “Mother of God and Seat of Wisdomå, 
was blessed and inaugurated by His Eminence on December 
8, 2016.  

Seminar on Education held 
Ranchi. 19 January, Saturday. A seminar on education, 
jointly sponsored by Ranchi Archdiocese and AINACS, was 
held at SDC today. The resource person, Fr. Sunny Jacob, 
SJ, addressed the Major Superiors and those engaged in 

education work. Archbishop Felix Toppo, SJ, in his presidential 
message hailed the Belgian missionaries for their land mark 
contribution to educating the deprived Tribals of Chotanagpur.



Bishop Telesphore Bilung’s Programme 
 February 2019

02 Samaritan Sisters’ 1st 
Profession  

9.30 AM Bharat Mata, Muri

03 Thanksgiving Mass of PHJC 
Sisters  

8.00 AM St. Francis Assisi’s 
Church, Aragate 

07 Catechists’ Meeting 9.00 AM Catholic Charity
13 P.P. Meeting 9.00 AM ABH
19-20 Meeting on Tribal Affairs Tue -Wed SDC Ranchi

Program of Bishop Telesphore Bilung – March - 2019
1-4 Bishops’ Meet Rourkela Fri - Mon Gaibira

Programme of Archbishop Felix Toppo
February 2019

Dt Events Time Place
02 Jubilee of Sr. Evelin, SRA 10.00 am Bara 

Ghaghra
03 Pastoral Visit to Mediatrix of all Graces Parish 08.00 am Nawatand
04 Mass & Installation of New OSU Office Bearers 06.30 am Kanke road, 

Ranchi
06 Seminar for Youth at SDC AM-PM Ranchi
07 Catechists’ Meet AM-PM Ranchi
08 To Kolkata PM
09 -10  World Day of the Sick Kolkata
11 Return to Ranchi AM
13 Meeting of archdiocesan parish priests AM ABH
17 Pastoral Visit to Jaratoli AM Jaratoli
18 Meeting with Manos Unidas Benefactors 06.30 pm ABH
23 To Dibrugarh AM-PM
24 Episcopal Consecration of Rev. Albert 

Hembrom
AM Dibrugarh

25 Return to Ranchi PM

Programme of Archbishop Felix Toppo – March, 2019
03 Thanksgiving celebration for three 

Bishops of the parish
AM Gaibira

Forthcoming Events
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Deacon Gulshan Minj ordained Priest 
Kurdeg. 30 January, Wednesday. His Lordship, 
Vincent Barwa, Bishop of Simdega ordained Deacon 
Gulshan Minj for Ranchi Archdiocese here today. 

The new priest offered his maiden Holy 
Mass the following day at his village, 
Tumbilpani. Some fellow priests of the 
Archdiocese participated in both the 
events to felicitate him along with his 
family members, priests, religious and 
friends.  

First Profession at Muri 
Muri. 2 February, Saturday. Four members of 
the Congregation of Samaritan Sisters today 
pronounced their first profession during Holy Mass 

with His Lordship, Telesphore Bilung, SVD, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Ranchi as the main celebrant. A number 
of priests, religious and laity participated in the 
Eucharist and expressed their best wishes.

Archbishop’s Pastoral Visit at Nawatanr
Nawatanr. 3 February, Sunday. His Grace, Felix 
Toppo, SJ, Archbishop of Ranchi made a pastoral 
visit here today. He presided over a solemn Mass 
at All Graces Catholic Church here. After Mass 
the parishners interacted with him at a felicitation 
function and share a community meal.

The Ranchi Ursulines elect new 
governing team
Ranchi. 4th February, Monday. With Sr. Suchita 
Shalini Xalxo’s re-election as Provincial Superior, 
the Ranchi Ursulines concluded their 8th Chapter 
today on the theme —  Rekindling the fire of love. 
New faces elected to the team are Srs Sheela Erget 
and Angela Lakra. The remaining Counselors have 
also been re-elected.

 • Holy Childhood Day, 10th February: The collection made on 
the occasion is to be submitted at Archbishop’s House, Ranchi. 
May the Parish Priests kindly take note of.

 • Parish Priests’ Meeting is to be held at Archbishop’s House, 
Ranchi, on 13th February, 8.30 AM.

 • Lenten Season begins with Ash Wednesday on 6th March, 
2019.

Conducted in Hindi by Ranchi Archdiocese Faith Formation Team
5-Day Marriage Preparation & Retreat Programme

6th March 9.00 AM to 10th March 4.30 PM
Venue : SDC, Ranchi 

&
3rd April 9.00 AM to 7th April 4.30 PM

Venue: SDC, Dr. Camil Bulcke Path, Ranchi 
Registration cum Total Fee — Rs. 1500/-

Contact : Fr. Praful Tigga,  Phone: 9708547278
Please Note: Written recommendation of the local Parish Priest, participant’s 

Baptism & Confirmation Certificates essential.
Please carry a copy of the Bible, a note book and pen.


