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Bishop Speaks...
Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Lay Faithful,

Death of Freedom!
From the beginning of human civilization there have always been struggles and
conflicts for freedom. Independence movements are numerous in world history.
As we know, freedom can exist in various spheres: political, social, religious,
ethnic, cultural, economic or even linguistic. The basic concept of freedom
brings much solace to the mind and heart as there is no constraint in thinking and
expression, in doing what is beneficial to the individual and society. However, it
has become common today to destroy true freedom in the name of freedom itself.
The aggressive and tyrannical power of the fake news epidemic which is very prevalent in today's society
is one such example. Also, mob lynchings triggered by WhatsApp messages is sweeping the Indian nation
so much so that WhatsApp becomes the 'KillerApp'. In such a context we shall ponder to know freedom
as envisaged by the Creator God.
Freedom to be good!
The biblical concept of freedom envisioned by Lev 25 was the insistence on the freedom of the
individual in order that he/she might be free to devote himself/herself utterly and without restraint to the
service of God and the fulfilment of His will (cf. Exod 19:4-5; 20:2). When God told Adam: "You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for
in the day that you eat of it you shall die" (Gen 2:16-17), He respected the freedom of man and left it to him
to choose good or evil. Nevertheless, God indicated to him the negative consequence of disobedience.
What is intrinsic is that we have to use our freedom for good and not to choose evil. This is very evidently
put forward in the book of Deuteronomy: “I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity…blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live” (30: 15-19).
Abuse/Death of Freedom!
Wilfully or out of dire human weakness and selfishness people misuse their freedom. The first and
best example is seen in the case of Eve who distorted the command of God and misused her freedom (Gen
3:3). In an independent nation people are ensured of freedom- of belief, movement, labour and so on;
especially freedom of thought and expression are enjoyed. But we witness today all over the world that the
freedom we enjoy is being terribly abused to the extent that it is rapidly leading to the death of freedom.
The abuse of freedom is clearly seen in the increase in crimes; in the name of freedom the misuse of the
media drowns the young and weak mind in a cesspool of filth; in the name of freedom social and
electronic media pollutes the global world beyond remedy; in the name of freedom lesbianism and
homosexuality leads to gay rights, gay pride week, gay parades and even gay kissing booths and all of
these kinds of things; in the name of freedom fornication and adultery, flaunting polluted relationships
and destroying marriages, all these are legalised. Political and religious fundamentalists are sponsored
and they let loose gang rapes and murders based on a perverted philosophy of 'freedom.' It is said that the
responsibility of the current fake news epidemic in India lies not with the social media but with the States
that are facilitating it. This is a dangerous trend which the rulers often forget, will backfire. Often, we
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forget that freedom that is misused out of selfish motives is forfeited or even killed. In fact, this is a clear
sign of mental and spiritual slavery, far worse than physical slavery.
Truth will make you free!
We read in Genesis that “The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth,
and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually” (6:5) and also, we
learn from Jeremiah: “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick” (Jer 17:9).
Therefore, although humankind is created in the 'likeness and image' of God (Gen 1:26-27), because of
original sin, we are in the clutches of sin (Rom 7:20). Moreover, the rise of evil in society is not the result
of political or social slavery but due to spiritual slavery. In this respect, Jesus says: "If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free" (8:31-32).
Jesus is Truth (Jn 14: 6) and so, Jesus will free us from the clutches of evil. It is obvious, therefore, if we
follow the words of Jesus we will surely come to know the right path of life and this spiritual freedom of
love, mercy, sacrifice, justice, and so on will make us free from slavery to sin. On the one hand, if I render
obedience to sin, I am a slave to sin and lawlessness but I am "free" with respect to righteousness (cf. 2 Pet
2:19). If, on the other hand, I render myself a "slave" to righteousness, I become free with respect to sin.
This is spiritual freedom!
This spiritual freedom is the Christian freedom which is not the freedom to indulge the flesh. Paul
very emphatically asserts: “do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions” (Rom 6:12). To put this into practice in his own life he wrote to the Corinthians: “I punish my
body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others, I myself should not be disqualified” (1Cor 9:27).
Thus, it is our humanness twisted with self-centeredness that provokes us to sin. This uncontrolled
aspiration stimulates our 'rulers,' politicians, god-men and multinational companies to amass wealth,
power and name at the cost of the sufferings of the voiceless mass. Most often, people forget that true
freedom does not lead one to cause ruin to individuals or society. Selfishness is the mark of slavery to
one's own sin and finally it will end in ruining himself/herself.
Mother of Independence
Our Lady accepted freely the call of God to be the Mother of Jesus and she, rightly, exercised her
freedom of choice to listen to the voice of God and follow in the footsteps of Jesus, even though it was
demanding and challenging. Her life of freedom gave the Saviour to the world and she was rewarded with
Assumption into heaven. As we celebrate in this month the feast of her Assumption, we shall be
motivated by our divine Mother to uphold the right use of freedom and to challenge those who are really
'slaves' in the name of freedom.

+ Antonysamy Peter Abir
Bishop of Sultanpet

Bishop's Appointments
Date

Time

12 Aug
13
15

03.00 pm
10.00 am
10.00 am
05.00 pm

17-21
26
27-28
1 Sept

5.30 pm

Programme
Feast Mass& First Communion
Priest's recollection
Independence day - St. Paul's High School
Holy Mass, Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Out of station
Pastoral visit
Classes for M.Th students
Feast Mass
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Place
Nellipathy
Palakkad
Kozhinjampara
Kanjikode
Villooni
Bangalore
Besant Nagar, Chennai

From Vicar General Desk
The next Recollection for priests will be held at 10.30 am on Monday 13 August 2018 at Palakkad.
Rev. Msgr. A. S. Madalaimuthu,
Vicar General

From the Procurator's Desk
1. Kindly Submit Mass Intentions and following special collections to procure office. Education Fund,
Opus Securitatis. Holy Child Hood, Hunger and Decease, Good Friday, Maintenance of Holy See, Peter
pence, Vocation Sunday, Seminary Fund and Bible Sunday for the year 2018.
2. Parish priests are requested to open a bank account for the parish and hereafter should not give liquid
cash more than Rs. 9000/- for one person for a day. (You can give Cheque). Please come and collect
documents from the procurator's office to open a bank account.
Medical Fund
We distributed medical help of Rs. 5000/- each to parishioners of Palakkad, Sorapara and
Pazhaniyarpalayam (Total Rs. 15000/-) in the month of July 2018.
Rev. Fr. Lorance L.,
Procurator

SMSSS News
Watershed Programme Inauguration at Eruthenpathy
With the support of local people and Caritas
India, Watershed Programme of digging a well
and supplying pure drinking water through pipe
th
line was inaugurated on 10 July 2018 at 10.00
am in Kaikatti, Eruthenpathy. A well of twenty
six diameters and 30 feet deep is going to be
constructed on the riverbank at kaikatti where
the RBC water flows frequently from Aaliyar
Dam. It would be a great blessing for 10,000
members of 2000 families which include five
wards of Eruthenpathy Panchayat. Followed by the prayer song, Rev. Fr. Paul, Parish Priest of
Eruthenpathy and Rev. Fr. Prince Robert, Director of SMSSS sensitized the gathering of beneficiaries
about the value and importance of the project and need of healthy drinking water. Rev. Fr. Lorance,
Procurator of the Diocese of Sultanpet and Rev.Fr. Albert Anandraj, Parish Priest of Sorappara animated
the people about their participation. Mrs. Jain Rosali, Panchayath Ward member also encouraged the
people to support the project. Finally, the beneficiaries themselves formed a committee to process and
own-up the project.
One Rupee Tuition Centre Inauguration
In the next level of Kuttikoottam, SMSSS
moves to one Rupee Tuition Center to concentrate
on the education of the children in ten Villages. It is
an initiative of both SMSSS and the Presentation
Sisters of Valan Region Palakkad.
In this
programme the Seniors teaches the Juniors teachers
without any support from funding agencies.
Teachers and College going students are the Tutors
for the Tuition. Student will pay every day one
rupee as their own contribution. It is a great
opportunity for the tutors for learning and blessing to the students and this will develops the educational
status of the entire community.
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Water Recharging at Eruthenpathy:
Eruthenpathy Farm Club members of
SMSSS and Farmers' jointly worked hard to
recharge the Pond which is the main water
source for all the wells, bore wells and ponds
from the Paul Soosai Check dam, Varattayar
River at Eruthenpathy. They cleaned more
than 3 Kilometers within 5 days to bring the
water. They used their resources of man
power and shared the expenses among them
for this noble cause. It is a people's
movement and programme. Fr. Paul the parish priest of Eruthenpathy motivated to clean the canal. Fr.
Albert Anandaraj and Fr. Prince Robert prayed with the people for the volunnters and the beneficiaries. It
is a great attempt to increase the ground water level and water Conservation.
Rev. Fr. Prince Robert,
Director, SMSSS

Vatican News

19th-century Italian teen to be canonized during youth Synod
Jul 19, 2018 - 10:01 am .- Bl. NunzioSulprizio, who died at the age of 19 from bone cancer,
will be declared a saint Oct. 14 during the Synod of Bishops on young people, faith, and
vocational discernment, Pope Francis announced Thursday.
Surprise! Pope Francis unexpectedly celebrates Vatican wedding
Jul 16, 2018 - 04:22 pm .- Pope Francis surprised wedding guests Saturday when he
unexpectedly celebrated a marriage being held at a small chapel in the Vatican Gardens.
Francis appoints four presidents delegate for youth synod
Jul 16, 2018 - 10:50 am .- Pope Francis appointed Saturday four cardinals as presidents delegate to the
synod on youth, which will meet at the Vatican in October.
A good Catholic proclaims the Gospel, Pope Francis says
Jul 15, 2018 - 05:57 am .- By virtue of their Baptism, every Catholic is called to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ a mission which cannot be separated from the Catholic Church, Pope Francis said Sunday.
Pope Francis prays for Japan amid deadly flooding
Jul 9, 2018 - 09:46 am .- Pope Francis sent his prayers and condolences to Japan Monday following the
death of at least 119 people in some of the worst flooding and landslides the country has seen in decades.
The world needs a change of heart on environmental issues, pope says
Jul 6, 2018 - 06:54 am .- Christians have an important role to play in helping people have a change of heart
and mind regarding responsible protection of the earth, Pope Francis said Friday.
Pope Francis: Fear sin, not death
Jul 1, 2018 - 05:40 am .- Catholics have no reason to fear death, because Christ the Lord has power over
death; instead, they should fear sin, which hardens and kills the soul, Pope Francis said Sunday.

Birth Day
Aug 20 Fr. Maria Joseph
Aug 1 Fr. Sundar Raj
Aug 15 Fr. Arok sunder, OFM Aug 30 Fr. Albert Anandaraj
Aug 16 Fr. Lazar Arulappan

SNL wish you a Happy Birth Day

Aug 10 Fr. Jabamalai Peter Lorance
Aug 15 Fr. Arok sunder, OFM

SNL wish you a Happy Feast Day

Feast Day

Aug 21 Fr.Antony Xavier Pious
Aug 25 Fr. Louis Maria Pappu

Ordination Day
SNL wish you a Happy Ordination Day

Aug 4 Fr. Christopher, PSDP
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