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Pope Francis: The Lord invites us
to open our hearts to the Holy Spirit

By Courtney Grogan

Vatican City, May 26, 2019 / 05:02 am
(CNA).- Pope Francis said Sunday that
the Church cannot remain static because
the Holy Spirit guides the Church along
the paths of history.

“The Lord today invites us to open our
hearts to the gift of the Holy Spirit,” Pope
Francis said May 26.

The mission of the Catholic Church is
characterized by docility to the work of
the Holy Spirit, who continually makes the
Risen Lord alive and present, he said.

In his Regina Coeli address from the win-
dow of the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace,
Pope Francis reflected on Jesus’ words
at the Last Supper, “The Paraclete, the
Holy Spirit that the Father will send in
my name -- he will teach you everything
and remind you of all that I have told you.”

“As the moment of the cross approaches,
Jesus reassures the Apostles that they will
not remain alone: ??with them there will
always be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,
who will support them in the mission of
bringing the Gospel to the whole world,”
he said. “Jesus returns to the Father, but

- [ |
continues to instruct and animate his dis-

ciples through the action of the Holy
Spirit,” he added.

The pope recommended “docile listening
to the World of God,” free from the
worldly bonds of one’s opinions, strate-
gies, or goals, which “often burden the
journey of faith.”

Pope Francis pointed to the example of
the Virgin Mary, “who, with humble and

courageous faith, has fully cooperated
with the Holy Spirit for the Incarnation
of the Son of God.”

“As our Heavenly Mother, she always
protects the Church and all of humanity,”
Pope Francis said. “She helps us to let
ourselves be instructed and guided by the
Paraclete, so that we can welcome the
Word of God and witness it with our
lives.”
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Nun who started congregation to care for mentally ill women

Thiruvananthapuram: Sister Roselin Chirayil
left the Daughters of Mary to start a new
order solely dedicated to caring for women
with mental illnesses who live in poverty.
Her Sisters of Mercy congregation works
with women who often hit and bite her and
her sisters.

Chirayil has looked after more than 600 such

women at her two psycho-social rehabilita-
tion centers in Kerala, southern India. More
than 300 women have been rehabilitated,
provided skills training that enables them to
earn a living, and returned home. She re-
cently won the Care and Share International
Humanitarian of the Year Award.

Indian nun rescues chlldren affected by HIV/AIDS in Kenya

Samburu, May 21, 2019: Sister Lilly
Manavalan starts her day at 6 am with a
trek for over an hour across a deep valley
to reach the streets in a remote region of
northern Kenya where she can find vulner-
able children living with HIV.

On a normal day, she takes two children
who have lost their parents and are them-
selves infected with the virus to St. Clare
Girls’ Centre in Nchiru, Kenya, where she
gives them a home with love, and a future
with promise while offering them a new
beginning in Christ.

“This is my passion and I really like

being with the poor people,”
the Franciscan Clarist nun. “I feel
very happy and satisfied when I

assist the poor, especially those suffering
from HIV/AIDS.”

Manavalan, who is from Kerala state on
the southwestern India, is a nurse at St.
Clare Centre. She has passion and resil-
ience to help impoverished people, many
living with HIV. She developed the desire
to work in northern Kenya after her col-
league informed her that many people in
this part of the world had no knowledge
about HIV, AIDS or sexual health, she said.

said
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