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The Pastor Speaks …..

More of Disciples than
worshippers of Jesus Christ
Introduction:
For us in the Catholic community the joyful
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, and
all the other feast days like the Holy Family, Epiphany, the Baptism of
the Lord are over. All these solemn days enabled us to meditate and
pray on the Mystery of Incarnation and the feast of the Presentation
of the Lord in the temple on 2nd February is the culmination. All along,
it is the joy that is proclaimed and experienced. The humanity is blessed
with this greatest gift of all the gifts offered to humanity by God, "God
becoming human being," to save the humanity from sin and its
consequences! In these swords of Prophet Simeon in the Gospel
according to Luke articulates well the joy and gratitude about the
birth of the saviour of Jews and Gentiles as well: "Now, Master, you let
your servant go in peace. You have fulfilled your promise, my own
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight
of all peoples, a light to bring the Gentiles from darkness, the glory of
your people Israel" (Luke 2:29-32). Jesus Christ is the reason for all
the joy we experience and manifest during the Advent and Christmas
seasons! And this joy, we know, continues to be there right through
the course of daily course of life. This joy in Christ should be sustained.
1. Jesus Christ is the living God, second person of the Holy
Trinity: Jesus Christ who was among us is not an icon on a
pedastal that is preserved and occasionally honored or
worshipped but is one who is in continuous relationship with us.
Therefore, he and his teachings are not memories we occasionally
recall and speak about but one who is alive and is present here
and now. That is why he keeps calling us saying, 'come to me and
learn from me' and we keep relating with him. This mutual
presence, that is, "the Lord Jesus with us" and "we with the Lord
Jesus" should be a conscious presence. The Lord is always there
as he is living and ever present always and everywhere, more
specially in the Eucharist. We have to be with Him, not as an
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occasional coming and going but as continuously as possible.
This is possible through a prayerful disposition renewed and
strengthened by our time with Eucharistic Lord and by our time
with His Living Word. This way, we will have to strive to be with the
Lord Jesus, the Immanuel, God with us, and thus be true to what
we are saying at Christmas and in the Christmas seasons!
2. Jesus calls us to be re-formed and trans-formed: The opening
words of his public life among the people of Palestine, "the time is
fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand, repent, and believe
in the gospel!" To all the people that he addressed when he was
first physically present among them and to all of us today the
invitation is the same: to see the presence of the Kingdom of
God, the reign of God, be prepared for a change of heart by
examining one's life in the light of that kingdom of God; repent,
and then believe in the Gospel. The presence of Jesus Christ is
the presence of the Kingdom of God, the reign of God and the
only way to be present to the Lord and His reign is the way of
conversion, conversion in the sense of one's readiness to turn
away from all that is contrary to the Kingdom God and a turning to
the Lord Jesus. This turning away is the fruit of true repentance.
Our turning to Him means our need for them, our readiness to
accept and embrace Him and His kingdom, His reign over us.
Believing in the gospel, the good news means its acceptance in
obedience and surrender. In that acceptance and surrender of
Jesus and His good news there is the experience of joy, the "joy of
the gospel" says, our Pope Francis! It is the experience of this joy
that makes us celebrate in the Christmas season making it a public
manifestation. Everyone in the Christian community seem to say,
"I am joyful because I am blessed in Jesus Christ and in his Good
News of the Kingdom!" This joy is not occasional or periodical but
it is there or is should there continuously provided that each one
is constantly turning away from things that are contrary to Jesus
Christ and the reign of God and be present to Him and His good
news!
3. Jesus Christ forms a community of disciples: Those who
were called by were formed by Him. When the first disciples were
called the understanding of that call was a gradual process and
the process of understanding resulted in their formation through
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transformation. The message of Jesus Christ, "the time is fulfilled,
Kingdom of God is hand, repent and believe in the good news,"
was the message for the first disciples that were either explicitly
called by name or came forward to follow by seeing and listening
to Him. Jesus formed them gradually and was immensely patient
with them and their lack of understanding or un-preparedness to
what he was calling for. He taught them in public and private as
well by taking them separately away from the crowds. By the time
of His arrest and death on the cross the formation of his disciples
seems to have been over but the desired transformation was not
yet complete. Most of them could not be with him when arrested
and crucified. In our days, this same process of formation and
transformation as Christ's disciples and followers should keep
happening in our everyday life. It is a gradual process of seeing,
listening and understanding the Lord Jesus and His good news of
the Kingdom. This formation and transformation as disciples of
Jesus Christ should be desired and for this, "we have to be
prepared to keep turning away from what is contrary to the Kingdom
of God, God's reign." This again requires of us repentance and
change of heart! Like the disciples while in formation were finding
difficult to give up and change we too can be finding difficult to go
along the way of Jesus Christ and his teachings. Perhaps the
only way is to he with Him more and more "we have to see, listen
and touch Our Lord Jesus!"
4. We have to be more of disciples than mere worshippers:
As human beings we all need God and therefore we come or go
to Him seeking His refuge. We who are Christians are no exception
to this. But, we are not mere worshippers of Christ! We are His
followers as well, we are worshippers of God who are followers of
Christ, the Incarnate Son of God! Actually, there cannot be mere
worshippers without being followers. But, there is always chance
that we become more formal worshippers, routinely following some
customs, practices, and only minimally we follow the ways of Jesus
our Master and Lord! We cannot and should not give up our
being worshippers, participating in the liturgical and other
community celebrations, besides the individual expressions of our
religiosity. But it is not enough! being Christians only that way
without being disciples of Jesus, formed and transformed by Him
and His Good News. The joy of being disciples and the enthusiasm
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to proclaim that joy will not be complete without oneself savoring
the sweetness of the good news. It is this joy that would enable
one to strive to be a true disciple-worshipper. As the Lord Jesus
in the gospel according to John, we should aspire and strive
accordingly to gradually become "Worshippers in spirit and in
truth!" In Jesus Christ, we have to learn as disciples of Jesus in
order to understand as to what is the way to becoming worshippers
in "spirit and truth."

Conclusion: Let us pay attention to what our Lord Jesus says:
21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22
On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty
works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never
knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.' 24 "Everyone then who
hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who
built his house upon the rock; 25 and the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because
it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built
his house upon the sand; 27 and the rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was
the fall of it." 28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds
were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he taught them as one who had
authority, and not as their scribes. (Matt. 7:21-29)

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Universal :
For a generous welcome of the victims of human trafficking, of
enforced prostitution, and of violence.
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ENGAGEMENTS
FEBRUARY 2019
2nd Padha Yatra for Kondaba Feast, Starting from Gnanapuram at 7.30 a.m.
School Day, St. Francis High School, Madhurawada, at 4.30 p.m.
3rd
Feast Day, Kondadabalu, Mass at 9.00 a.m.
4th
Visit to Srikakulam
5th
School Day of Nirmala High School, Vadlapudi, 5.30 p.m.
6th
Blessing of Basilian Sisters’ Convent, Thorredu, at 5.30 p.m.
7th
Feast Day, Anaparthi Parish, Mass at 11.00 a.m.
th
th
8 –12 Celebrations of the World Day of the Sick, Kolkata
14th
Blessing of Konthmuru Village Church, Godavari Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
15th
Visit to Srikakulam
16th
Blessing of Markondaputti Village Chapel, Makkuva , Mass at 10.30 a.m.
th
17
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram, Moodu Peetakala
Pandaga, Mass at 8.30a.m., Procession is at 4.00 p.m.
18th
Preparatory Meeting for Rakshanagiri Feast, Gnanapuram at 4.30 p.m.
19th
Recollection for Pastoral Clergy, Pastoral Center, Maharanipeta,
th
20
Visit to Srikakulam
21st
Blessing of Butikani Valasa Village Chapel, Salur-1, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
24th
Confirmations, Vadlapudi Parish, Mass at 8.00 a.m.
25th – 28th Retreat for Diocesan Clergy of the Archdiocese of Raipur
26th
1st Death Anniversary of Late Archbishop K. Mariadas, special Mass at St.
Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram at 6.00 p.m.

MARCH 2019
2nd

Blessing of Ainada Village Church, Chinthalavalasa Parish,
Mass at 10.00 a.m.
4nd
Platinum Jubilee of Baratamitram, Hyderabad
5th
Feast Day, Blessing of the Stage, Gangavaram Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
th
6
Ash Wednesday, St. Anthony's Church, Maharanipeta at 6.00 a.m.
7th
Visit to Srikakulam
13th
Annual Feast Day, Yanam Parish, Mass at 5.00 p.m.
th
14
Governing Body Meeting, St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore
18th
Visit to Srikakulam
19th
St. Joseph’s Feast Day, Bobbili Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
Feast Day Mass, S.Kota, 6.00 p.m.
26th
Visit to Srikakulam
27th – 28th Chapel Blessing, Bobbili Parish
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Recollection for the month of February will be on 19th, Tuesday
from 9.30 to 1.30 p.m. This recollection is coming just about
before the commencement of the Holy Season of Lent and
therefore it can be good preparation to enter into it. All the
priests are expected to attend the Recollection without fail.
2. This year, the month of October is declared by the Holy Father
as the Mission month besides the customary observance of
Mission Sunday. The whole Church is invited to renew her
commitment to be a missionary Church. By her nature church
is missionary but in course of time any local Church can lose
its missionary spirit and be more a maintenance or self
maintaining Church! Invitation is to become conscious of the
mission and see how everyone in the Church can keep on
proclaiming the Good news and the Joy of the Gospel! We will
be getting more details of this subject in the coming weeks!
3.

On 26th of February is the First Death Anniversary of late
Most Rev. Archbishop Kagitapu Mariadas Garu. On that day,
there will be “Special Mass” for him at 6.00 p.m. All the priests,
religious and lay faithful that are able to come are requested
to attend this First Anniversary Mass and offer prayers for his
eternal rest! On this day I want all priests in the Archdiocese
offer a Mass for late Archbishop K. Mariadasgaru!,

4. Annual Returns: all the parish priests, superiors of the religious
communities and heads of institutions have to try to submit the
Annual Return Forms by 20th of February. Delay by the few
affects the whole process and the office cannot send the
consolidated data to Rome on time. As an important Annual
exercise out of love for the Church, this work has to be done!
5.

Jyothirmai Sunday was observed on 27th January. Kindly send
the Collection to the Procurator’s office at the earliest possible.

6.

I do realize that my schedule in the last couple of months has
been rather heavy with the meetings or programs outside the
Diocese. Thank you for your understanding and now that I am
also responsible for Srikakulam Diocese, my availability will be
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affected. Please come as early as possible to fix programs and
be flexible to the point extent possible about the date and time.
Fr. D. Balashoury, the Vicar General, will also be available for
confirmations or feast day Masses. I hope to restrict my outside
programs as much as possible! Your understanding and
cooperation will be appreciated.
7.

Annual Retreat for the year 2019 will be from October 13th to
18th. All the priests should mark your calendars or diaries so
that you keep yourself free for this annual retreat

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

DAYS TO REMEMBER
F
E
B
R
U
A
R
Y

Fr. Anandarao Jalumuru

1

Birthday

Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi

2

Birthday

Fr. Prakash Rao Arji

2

Feast Day

Fr. Jaya Raju Kona

3

Birthday

Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni
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Feast Day

Fr. Peter Sebastian Palakunnel

16

Birthday

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you Dear Fathers
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About Fr. Chacko Arayathinal
Born on: 04.03.1929; Ordained on: 24.04.1960; Died
on 16th. Jamuary, 2019.
Our heartfelt condolences to all his family members
and relatives, and friends! In him the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam had a simple but zealous and holy priest
who contributed towards the growth and development of
the Catholic Community. Our appreciation and gratitude
to all who helped and assisted him, especially during
the last days in the hospital!
Fr. Chacko served as Assistant at Salur (60-61) and S. Kota (61-65). As Parish Priest
he served in many parishes: Kotturu (65-71), Madugula (71-82). In Parvathipuram
(82-87)… Co-Cathedral (87-91). While in Co-Cathedral, Fr. Chacko taught the minor
seminarians, Latin and English. Then he was the Director, Santhi Sadhana, R.V. Nagar
(91-93). Perhaps he was able to put up with cold climate of RV Nagar. His last big parish
was Gajuwaka ( 93-96). When he was in Maduguala, I am told that he had cerebral
malaria and was in coma for about a month. He was substituted for some time by Fr.
Ananda Rao. In Gajuwaka he was ill again and was in rest in 96 July to 97 June. Then
he was for two years in Sagarnagar, July 97 – June 99. His last place of ministry was
Padru as Chaplain for about 12 long years(1999 – 2011). He built the Church there. I am
told he was regular visitor to the families in Paderu. The sister who used to accompany
told me that the people in Paderu, were calling them pastor and pastoramma! After that
Fr. Chacko was taking rest at Jubilee Home (2011 – 2019 January). During these last
eight years at Jubilee Home, he did not always best of health and used to be in the
hospital many times. But, he was always eager to come back from the hospital to the
Jubilee Home. On Dec 8th, feast day of Visakhapurimatha, he had a fall in the room and
from then on he was in St. Joseph’s Hospital, confined to bed because he hurt his spinal
cord and was not able to sit or stand. He was calm and was cooperating with the sisters
and the staff though every now and then he was expressing his desire to go back to
Jubilee Home. He was well attended in the hospital by the sisters and Mr. Prasad.
Earlier Mr. Joji and Mr. Krishna were taking care of him. Of course, our sisters at
Jubilee Home have been extremely sensitive and helpful to him in every way during his
stay there. The day he died, he suddenly took bad in the evening, profusely sweating and
uncomfortable. Sensing that there was something serious, he was immediately shifted to
the Intensive Care Ward. Within a short time in ICU, Fr. Chacko breathed his last about
7.00 p.m. Dr. Reddy, the cardiologist confirmed that the death was to due to Cardiac
arrest. He is ninety years old when he died. But, for whatever reason he was telling that
he is completing 100 years. Perhaps he wanted live up 100th Birthday but God had
some other plan and called him to His abode! May the soul of Fr. Chacko rest in peace!
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ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
PASTORAL CENTER NEWS
REPORT OF MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE FOR URBAN
DEANERY
Marriage preparation course for all the Urban Deanery youth was
conducted on 12th January 2019 (Second Saturday) at Pastoral
Centre Hall, from 10 am to 4 pm. There were 68 young people
attended. Many aspects of marriage were taught in the light of
Scripture and Canon law. Medical guidance by Dr. Madhavi was
also given to the participants. I sincerely thank Rev. Fr. P. Yugal
Kumar and Dr. Madhavi for their help in conducting this course.
REPORT OF MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE FOR RURAL
DEANERY
On 16th January 2019, 10am to 17th January 2019, 4 pm for all the
youth in Rural Deanery Parishes Marriage preparation course was
conducted at J. M. J. School Campus, Anakapalli. There were 90
youth participated from most of the rural deanery parishes.
Reverend fathers D. Paramjyothi, B. Joseph, M. Jesudas, A.V.S.
Pradeep, S. Vijaybhaskar, S. Peter, were the organizers and the
resource persons were Fr. D. Velanganirao, Fr. P. Jeevanbabu,
Dr. Sheshashila and Dr. Satish. We acknowledge the help and
service given by Rev. J.M.J. Sisters in conducting marriage
preparation course.
REPORT OF REGENTS RECOLLECTION
Bi monthly recollection was conducted for all the regent brothers
at pastoral centre from 10 am to 2 pm. The regent brothers were
exhorted to respond to the call with dedication in their work. Rev.
Fr. K. Anand helped us for confessions.
REPORT OF PRAYER FOR UNITY OF CHURCHES
For the unity of the churches a day of prayer was conducted at
Pastoral centre, Maharanipeta, on 25th January 2019 from 6pm
onwards. There were Reverend Pastors, M. A. Paul, Doriaraj,
Wilson and John Vikram. Rev. Pastor John Vikram was the main
speaker of the day, who presented the theme in a splendid way,
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by appreciating the good initiative taken by church at large and
here in Vizag by his grace Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash to
bring unity and asked the gathering to be responsible members of
the church to love and show Justice to all to help the work of God
to Unite. The prepared formula prayer was shared by all and prayed
for the cause of justice.
REPORT OF ANNUAL CATECHISM EXAMINATION
Annual catechism examination for the academic year, 2018 for both
media was conducted on 26th January 2019, Saturday, at these
centers St. Maurice Church, Vizianagaram, St. Joan of arc Church,
Rajahmundry, St. Ann’s Church, Kakinada, and Kristujayanthi
English Medium School, Maharanipeta. There were nearly 500
children and young people. Thank you dear Parish priest, sisters
and catechism teachers and those in charge of catechism in the
parish for all your good efforts to teach catechism. For this year
we were able to conduct oral examination for classes 1st and 2nd for
both media, I was really surprised the way children answered the
questions.
REPORT OF JYOTIRMAI PRIMARY SCHOLARSHIP
Jyotirmai primary Scholarship was distributed in all the four
deaneries of our archdiocese on 17th, 20th, 23rd and 24th, January
2019, at Anakapalli Parish, Pastoral Centre, Uttaravalli Parish, and
Kakinada-1 Parish. Altogether, in all our four deaneries 145 children
were given the scholarship. Sincerely thank all the priests and those
helped in this distribution.
JYOTIRMAI BIBLE QUIZ RESULTS
Jyotirmai bible quiz results are ready now at Pastoral centre. Dear
fathers as you come for this month recollection, prize money and
certificates for all the awardees can be obtained from Pastoral
centre office. Please collect them.
CATECHISM AND MORAL SCIENCE BOOKS
Moral Science and Catechism Books for both media are available
at Pastoral Centre office for class 1 to 10th published by St. Paul’s,
Mumbai. Those of you like to have for your school or parish can
contact Pastoral Centre Office (9701713124).
MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE
Marriage Preparation Course for Vizianagaram Deanery will be
conducted on 3rd and 4th of March, 2019 at Vizianagaram Church

11

Premises. May I request all the Priests of the Deanery to encourage
the youth, those who are going to get married in near future.
VILLAGE CAMP SISTERS
Three groups of Camping sisters (St. Joseph of Annecy, St. Ann’s
Luzern and Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate) for helping in
our parishes for pastoral care are available. Those of you the parish
priests like to have their services can approach the pastoral centre
office.
Fr. Ch. Mariadas
Pastoral Centre Director

SOCIETY OF ST. ANN LUZERN HELD THE CELEBRATION OF
PERPETUAL PROFESSION OF OUR TEN SISTERS ON
TH
4 OF DECEMBER IN THE PROVINCIAL HOUSE CHAPEL
AT VISAKHAPATNAM
Namely Srs Binitha Kujur( Jharkand) Biswasi kachhap( Jharkand),
Emilia Minj ( Jharkand ) Jyothi Francis ( A.P) Mary Sandhya ( A.P)
Pramila Minj ( Jharkand) Rita Nayak( Odissa) Rovena Jose[T.N)
Srujana Ann( A.P) Surekha Ann(A.P)made their Final Profession
and offered their lives forever in the service of the Lord. Most
Rev. Dr .Mallavarappu .Prakash, Arch Bishop of Visakhapatnam
officiated the solemn Eucharist along with 20 priests. The Bishop
in his homily highlighted the call to religious life, explained the
significance of the vows in one’s life. He also explained that we
are called and chosen for a greater purpose and congratulated
the sisters for choosing the path of religious life .He told them to
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be in constant communion with God and to be a chosen race to
be set apart for him. The Bishop also congratulated the parents
and family members of the finally professed sisters for offering
their daughters to the service of the Lord through St. Ann’s Society.
Sr. Elizabeth Antony the Superior General of our Congregation
accepted their vows in the name of the Church. The parents and
relatives of the Sisters and a large number of the St. Ann’s sisters
participated in the solemn celebration. The Sisters were felicitated
for taking a daring step of offering their entire lives in the service
of the Lord. We appreciate and congratulate them for their
wholehearted ‘yes’ and their faithfulness to God.. Indeed the St.
Anns Society is grateful to God for the gift of each one of them.
We pray God’s blessings on their resolve and commitment.

SISTERS OF ST. ANN, LUZERN, VISAKHAPATNAM PROVINCE
We are glad to record that we, the Sisters of St. Ann, Luzern,
Visakhapatnam Province celebrated the 5th Provincial Chapter from
12th to 18th January 2019 at Arunodaya, the New Provincial House.
During the Chapter, Sr. Pradeepa is elected as the Provincial Superior
for a term of four years. Her Council members are Sr. Saleena, Sr.
Jaise Mary, Sr. Prema Jose and Sr. Sajitha Rose.
Chapter was indeed a time
of grace, where we
experienced the presence
of God very tangibly. The
power of the Holy Spirit
moved within us that the
participants were able to
know the Holy Will of God
in all the deliberations and
proceedings.The members could arrive at many challenging
decisions in favour of our poor and needy brethren. The sacred
event was concluded on 18th January with the thanksgiving
Eucharistic celebration solemnized by His Grace Rev. Dr. Prakash
Mallavarapu, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam. Rev. Fr. Chinnappa
Reddy, the Provincial Superior of MSFS too graced the occasion.
We thank His Grace and the Priests of the Archdiocese for your
valuable prayers and wishes.
Hearty Congratulations and God’s Blessings to Sr. Pradeepa and
Team!
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CELEBRATIONS AT VIZAG CENTRAL PRISON: 16-12-18

We, the Prison ministry India of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese unit
have celebrated the Christmas-2018 at central prison
Visakhapatnam on 16th December 2018. The programme began with
a prayer song, welcome dance, lighting the lamp …etc. The students
of St. Francis School Madhurawada [TOR] depicted well the event
of Birth of Jesus Christ under the guidance of the TOR Fathers and
schoolteachers. The youth of the Madhurawada parish also
performed beautifully well some cultural items fitting to the occasion.
And the inmates of the prison rejected a lot forgetting all their troubles.
Fr. Francis Stephen MSFS has given the Christmas message
expanding the word CHRISTMAS itself. He said Christmas is first
of all celebrations. Not only a celebration but also a challenge.
Because God became Human to redeem us and help us realize
our true identity as the children of the same Divine Father. Since
we are all the children of the same Father we need to Serve one
another and thereby bring Transformation in the society.
There is no meaning Christmas without remembering Mother Mary
who gave birth to the savior of the world. If we learn to honor the
mother of God we will also continue to love our parents well in the
modern society where in parents are neglected at their old age.
Christmas is also all about our human Activity [Kartavyam] or work/
commitment that we have towards one another. Finally Christmas
is maintaining our smile in all our joys and sorrows too; as Pope
Francis always says Rejoice! Rejoice! Be glad and never be sad.
Christmas is a festival of Fellowship and Friendship-Happy
Christmas to all!
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The jail authorities and especially the Deputy Superintendent Sri
Venkateswarlu spoke of Christmas and appreciated the service of
PMI unit of Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. At the end of the
programme we have distributed Christmas cake to all the inmates
of the central prison.

Christmas Celebrations of PMI Unit with
Most Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash on 22-12-2018
The PMI unit of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese celebrated Christmas
at Pastoral centre on 22-12-2018 with His Grace Most Rev Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash. The programme began with the welcoming
words by the Coordinator followed by the prayer song and a
scripture reading. And then the Arch bishop delivered a beautiful
Christmas message in which His Grace observed that this great
feast influences the entire world at large and therefore we have to
grow in this cosmic relationship and serve the entire world in every
way possible- and in the process should not be disappointed due
to the challenges and limitations that we may have to face. His
Grace greeted all
and appreciated the
services of PMIVizag. He blessed
new PMI calendar
and distributed to all
present personally.
He
cut
the
Christmas cake and
shared the joy of
Christmas with all.
Sincere thanks to Archbishop for his loving presence, prayers and
blessings. Thanks to Rev Fr. Ch. Maria das, the director of the
pastoral centre and Peter Simhadri, the Secretary. Thanks also to
PMI executive committee and all the members for making the event
more meaningful. While felicitating His Grace the programme came
to an end with singing of the Christmas hymns. Happy Christmas
and a bright New Year.

15

EDUCATIONAL FUND GIVEN TO ARCH BISHOP
S. No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Name of the Institution or Parish
Somascan Fathers (Araku)
No name
Miss. Kalyani
Anne Jyothi Sisters
Chinthapalli Sisters Community
St. Bridget’s Convent, Sabbavaram
St. Anne’s Convent ( Laxmipuram, Chettupalli)
St. Lucy Sisters-GVR
ST. Ann’s Convent, Bakkannapalam
No Name
St. Bridget’s Convent, Soldier Peta
Jubilee English Medium School, Gnanapuram
Sisters of St. Aloysius (Yellamanchili)

Amount
5000
5000
2000
2000
5000
1000
5000
1000
2000
2000
1000
10000
2000

OFFERINGS RECEIVED ON BISHOP’S PASTORAL VISIT
15th of October 2018 - 5th of January 2019
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

St. Ann’s Formation House, Lawson’s Bay
No Name
Vizianagaram Parish
Holy Family Church, Vadlapudi
Christ the Savior Church, Ukkunagaram
Christ the King Church, Gangavaram
St. Joseph’s Church, Waltair R.S
Bosco Illu, Devipuram
Nirmala Sisters’ Home, Ukkunagaram
Kota Narva Parish
St. Ann’s of Luzern, for Final Profession
Ramachandrapuram Parish
Maris Stella R.C.M Church, Sagar Nagar
Brown Peta [Samalkota]
Mary Nagar (Salur-2)
Y.S Valasa
Payakaropeta Parish
St. Anthony’s Church, Maharanipeta
Visakhapuri Mary Matha Shrine (Ross Hill)
Gandredu Village- Velangi Parish
Patimeeda Village, Velangi Parish
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5000
5000
10000
10000
10000
5000
5000
5000
3000
5000
10000
10000
100
3000
5000
5000
5000
5000
10000
2000
5000

World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW):
February 1-7, 2019
The World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW) conceived to promote
a culture peace and nonviolence was first proposed by King Abdullah
II of Jordan at the United Nations. This was quickly adopted by the
UN General Assembly resolution (A/RES/65/5) on 20 October 2010
declaring the first week of February each year as World Interfaith
Harmony week, calling on governments, institutions and civil society
to observe it with various programs and initiatives that would promote
the aim of the WIHW objectives. In the resolution, the General
Assembly, points out that mutual understanding and interreligious
dialogue constitute important dimensions of a culture of peace and
establishes World Interfaith Harmony Week as a way to promote
harmony between all people regardless of their faith. Recognizing
the imperative need for dialogue among different faiths and religions
to enhance mutual understanding, harmony and cooperation
among people, the General Assembly encourages all States to
spread the message of interfaith harmony and goodwill in the world’s
churches, mosques, synagogues, temples and other places of
worship during that week, on a voluntary basis and according to
their own religious traditions or convictions.
Theme for 2019: “Sustainable Development through Interfaith
Harmony.”
At the core of all the faith systems and traditions is the recognition
that we are all in this together and that we need to love and support
one another to live in harmony and peace in an environmentally
sustainable world. Our world continues to be beset by conflict and
intolerance with rising number of refugees and the internally
displaced in a hostile and unwelcoming world around them. We are
also unfortunately witnessing messages of hate spreading discord
among people. The need for spiritual guidance has never been
greater. It is imperative that we double our efforts to spread the
message of good neighborliness based on our common humanity,
a message shared by all faith traditions. The theme for the
observance of the Interfaith Harmony Week for 2019 is therefore
“Sustainable Development through Interfaith Harmony.”
Forwarded by: Rev.Fr. Dr. Anthoniraj Thumma, Executive Secretary,
TCBC Commission for Ecumenism & Interreligious Dialogue & FTC.
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TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE HIERARCHY
Sub: Resignation of Most Rev. Aleixo Das Neves Dias, SFX as
Bishop of Port Blair (Andaman and Nicobar Islands).

Rt. Rev. Aleixo Das Neves Dias, SFX
In the light of the Communication received
from the Apostolic Nunciature, I wish to inform
you that His Holiness, Pope Francis has
accepted the resignation of His Lordship Rt.
Rev. Aleixo Das Neves Dias, SFX as Bishop
of Port Blair (Andaman and Nicobar Islands).
The announcement took place in Rome on Sunday, 6th January
2019, at noon, corresponding to 4:30 p.m. Indian time. We thank
Bishop Aleixo Das Neves Dias, SFX for his dedicated services to
the Church in Port Blair and the Church in India, and we entrust
him to the intercession of Our Lady, Queen of Apostles.
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, SFX
Secretary General, CBCI

TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE HIERARCHY
Winners of the Innovative National Parish Level Crib
Contest 2018 - ‘Away In A Manger’
Greetings from the CBCI Secretariat
We are pleased to announce the winners of the innovative National
Parish Level Crib Contest 2018 - ‘Away in a Manger’. The contest
saw parishes from across India showcase their creative talents at
crib making. It brought to fore great competitive skills in crib making.
Our heartiest congratulations to the winners.
1st Place - Rs. 10,000 and a Memento St. Francis Church of
Uttar Pradesh – Agra Diocese

18

2nd Place Rs. 7,500 and a
memento
Holy Cross
Ch. Manjottie,
Karnataka Belthangady
Diocese
3rd Place Rs 5,000 and a memento
St. Pius X Church,
Mumbai Archdiocese
They scored 89, 79.5 & 78 points,
respectively. Some of the entries
were truly an eye-opener; talent,
creativity, innovativeness abounded.
The following Consolation Prize winners get Rs. 1,000 & a
memento.
1. Sacred Heart Church, Andheri East, Mumbai Archdiocese
2. All Saints’ Church, Faridabad, Haryana - Archdiocese of Delhi
3. Sahaya Annai Church, Sivagangai, Tamil Nadu – Diocese of
Sivagangai
4. Our Lady of Succour and Good Success, Nago-Salcette
Archdiocese of Goa and Daman, Goa
5. Assumption Church, Mithapur, Gujarat - Rajkot Diocese
Our selection panel ranked the top eight from the participating
parishes based on the judging criteria - Theme, Originality,
Materials used, Creativity and Overall Presentation. The cheque
and mementos will be couriered to the winners. The Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India once again congratulates all the
participants but in a special way Indian Catholic Matters who
conceived and executed this brilliant initiative.
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas SFX
Secretary General, CBCI
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Theological Symposium on Christian Faith in a Multicultural Context
organized by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India and the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith Bangalore, India,
January 21-24, 2019
A Theological Symposium on Christian Faith in a Multicultural
Context was held at St. John’s Medical College Campus in
Bangalore, India from January 21 to 24, 2019. The Symposium,
organized by the Catholic Bishops’s Conference of India (CBCI)
and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), was
attended by 44 Bishops and Theologians from India. The CDF
Delegation consisted of Cardinal Luis F. Ladaria, SJ, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Archbishop J. Augustine
Di Noia, OP, Adjunct Secretary, and some Officials of the same
Congregation. Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro, the Apostolic
Nuncio of the Holy See in India, also took part in the meeting.

The participants from the Indian Episcopate, representing the three
Ritual Churches of the country, were led by Cardinal Oswald
Gracias, President of the CBCI, Cardinal Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, President of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the SyroMalankara Church, Cardinal Mar George Alencherry, President of
the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church, and
Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, Chairman of the CBCI Office for
Doctrine. The meeting was attended by another 18 Archbishops
and Bishops, and 22 Theologians, priests, sisters and laymen,
representing the three sui iuris Churches in India.
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The idea for an annual meeting between Bishops and Theologians
in India was initiated in 1996. Later, during the gathering of a
Delegation of Indian Bishops with Representatives of various
Dicasteries of the Holy See in Rome, a proposal was made for the
participation of the CDF in such a meeting. Responding affirmatively
to this invitation, the Congregation participated in a Theological
Colloquium with Bishops and Theologians from Jan. 16 to 22, 2011.
Eight years later, this Symposium was organized to foster mutual
understanding and fraternal cooperation. The Indian subcontinent
is indeed a touchstone for the peaceful coexistence of peoples
with considerable linguistic, religious and cultural diversities. Its
great natural and human resources make it one of the most
promising countries in the world. Having received the Gospel from
the very beginning of Christianity, Catholics in India have made
outstanding contributions to the development of the country,
especially through numerous educational institutions, healthcare
centers, social welfare organizations and charitable works. At the
beginning of the gathering, the President of the CBCI offered a
warm welcome to all the participants and recalled the purpose of
the Symposium. The Prefect of the CDF then delivered an inaugural
address on the specific vocation of the theologian for the promotion
of the Catholic faith.
Taking into account the multicultural context of India, the topics
chosen for the five sessions of the Theological Symposium
addressed some of the challenges facing the Church today: The
Meaning of Christian Salvation in a Pluralistic World: Reflections
on the Message of Placuit Deo (Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia,
OP); Sent, Built on Rock, Ablaze: Harmonizing Hierarchical and
Charismatic Gifts in a Little Indian Flock (Prof. Francis Gonsalves,
SJ; Response by Prof. Thomas Kollamparampil, CMI); Multiculturalism
in India and its Challenges (Bishop Thomas Dabre; Response by
Bishop Barnabas Mar Jacob, OIC); Evangelization and
Interreligious Interactions. Biblical and Patristic Reflections (Prof.
Thomas Manjaly; Response by Prof. Sr. Metti Amirtham); Living
the Christian Faith in an Inter-religious and Multi-cultural Context
(Archbishop Felix Machado).
The presentations were followed by lively discussions oriented
towards a deeper understanding of the themes, taking into account
the specific situation of the Church in India and the challenges to
which Bishops and Theologians need to respond. A spirit of open
dialogue, mutual respect, and cordial exchange of thoughts and
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experiences characterized the discussions and enabled all to have
a greater appreciation of the issues involved. Different questions
regarding the specific role and work of the CDF, and its cooperation
with the Episcopal Conferences and their Doctrinal Commissions,
were clarified. The Masses, celebrated according to the different
Rites, gave joyful expression to the specific nature of the unity
and diversity of the Church in India. Informal exchanges during
the meals, and in the evenings, offered possibilities to deepen
personal contacts and friendships. The participants were thankful
for the wonderful hospitality offered by the St. John’s Medical
College Campus in Bangalore.
The Theological Symposium was an enriching experience for all
participants who, as Pastors and Theologians, are called to work
together for the common mission of the Church. The meeting
concluded on a note of hope that the People of God, united among
themselves under the care of their Bishops, continue to contribute
to the common good of this great country.
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For the beginning of the Octave of prayer
for Christian Unity

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS
Friday, 18 January 2019

Today marks the beginning of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, in which all of us are asked to implore
from God this great gift. Christian unity is a fruit of God’s grace,
and we must dispose ourselves to accept it with generous and
open hearts. This evening I am particularly pleased to pray together
with representatives of other Churches present in Rome, and I
offer them a fraternal and heartfelt greeting. I also greet the
ecumenical delegation from Finland, the students of the Ecumenical
Institute at Bossey, who are visiting Rome to deepen their
knowledge of the Catholic Church. My greeting also goes to the
young Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox students sponsored by the
Committee for Cultural Collaboration with Orthodox Churches of
the Council for Promoting Christian Unity. The Book of Deuteronomy
sees the people of Israel encamped in the plains of Moab, about
to enter the land that God promised them. Here Moses, as a kind
father and the leader appointed by the Lord, repeats the Law to
the people, and instructs and reminds them that they must live
with fidelity and justice once they have been established in the
Promised Land.
The passage we have just heard shows how to celebrate
the three main feasts of the year: Pesach (Passover), Shavuot
(Weeks), Sukkot (Tabernacles). Each of these feasts requires Israel
to give thanks for the good things received from God. The
celebration of a feast calls for everyone’s participation. No one is
to be excluded: “And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God,
you and your son and your daughter, your manservant and your
maidservant, the Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner,
the fatherless, and the widow who are among you, at the place
which the Lord your God will choose, to make his name dwell there”
(Deut 16:11).
Each of these feasts requires a pilgrimage to the “place that the
Lord will choose, to make his name dwell there” (v. 2). There the
faithful Israelite must come before God. Though the Israelites had
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been slaves in Egypt, lacking personal possessions, they are not
to “appear before the Lord empty-handed” (v. 16); the gift of each
is to correspond to the blessing received from the Lord. In this
way, all will receive their share of the country’s wealth and will benefit
from God’s goodness.
It should not surprise us that the biblical text passes from the
celebration of the three principal feasts to the appointment of
judges. The feasts themselves exhort the people to justice, stating
that all are fundamentally equal and all equally dependent on God’s
mercy. They also invite all to share with others the gifts they have
received. Rendering honour and glory to the Lord in these yearly
feasts goes hand in hand with rendering honour and justice to
one’s neighbour, especially the weak and those in need. The
Christians of Indonesia, reflecting on the theme chosen for this
Week of Prayer, decided to draw inspiration from these words of
Deuteronomy: “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (16:20).
They are deeply concerned that the economic growth of their
country, driven by the mentality of competition, is leaving many in
poverty and allowing a small few to become immensely wealthy.
This jeopardizes the harmony of a society in which people of
different ethnic groups, languages and religions live together and
share a sense of responsibility for one another. But, that is not
simply the case in Indonesia; it is a situation we see worldwide.
When society is no longer based on the principle of solidarity and
the common good, we witness the scandal of people living in utter
destitution amid skyscrapers, grand hotels and luxurious shopping
centres, symbols of incredible wealth. We have forgotten the wisdom
of the Mosaic law: if wealth is not shared, society is divided. Saint
Paul, writing to the Romans, applies the same thinking to the
Christian community: those who are strong must bear with the weak.
It is not Christian “to please ourselves” (15:1). Following Christ’s
example, we are to make every effort to build up those who are
weak. Solidarity and shared responsibility must be the laws that
govern the Christian family. As God’s holy people, we too constantly
find ourselves on the threshold of entering the Lord’s promised
kingdom. Yet, since we are also divided, we need to recall God’s
summons to justice. Christians too risk adopting the mentality
known to the ancient Israelites and contemporary Indonesians,
namely that in the pursuit of wealth, we forget about the weak and
those in need. It is easy to forget the fundamental equality existing
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among us: that once we were all slaves to sin, that the Lord saved
us in baptism and called us his children. It is easy to think that the
spiritual grace granted us is our property, something to which we
are due, our property. The gifts we have received from God can
also blind us to the gifts given to other Christians. It is a grave sin
to belittle or despise the gifts that the Lord has given our brothers
and sisters, and to think that God somehow holds them in less
esteem. When we entertain such thoughts, we allow the very grace
we have received to become a source of pride, injustice and
division. And how can we then enter the promised kingdom? The
worship befitting that kingdom, the worship demanded by justice,
is a celebration that includes everyone, a feast in which gifts
received are available to and shared by all. To take the first steps
towards the promised land that is our unity, we must first of all
recognize with humility that the blessings we have received are
not ours by right, but have come to us as a gift; they were given to
be shared with others. Then, we must acknowledge the value of
the grace granted to other Christian communities. As a result, we
will want to partake of the gifts of others. A Christian people renewed
and enriched by this exchange of gifts will be a people capable of
journeying firmly and confidently on the path that leads to unity.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING
OF THE PRESIDENTS OF DOCTRINAL COMMISSIONS
OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES OF ASIA
[BANGKOK, THAILAND, 15-18 JANUARY 2019]

Dear Brothers in the Episcopate,
On the occasion of the meeting of the Presidents of Doctrinal
Commissions of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences,
taking place in Bangkok from 15 to18 January 2019 with the
participation of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I
cordially send you my fraternal greetings. You gather together from
across this vast continent that is marked by religious, linguistic
and cultural diversity, in order to reaffirm our common responsibility
for the unity and integrity of the Catholic faith and to explore new
ways and methods of bearing witness to the Gospel amid the
challenges of our contemporary world. In the Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium, I invited the whole Church “to go forth”. I am
pleased that the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is
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actively supporting the important work of the Episcopal Conferences
and especially of their Doctrinal Commissions, as they assist and
foster the effective and fraternal cooperation among the Pastors
of the Church in Asia. Praying that this meeting may offer an
opportunity to address the concerns of the Gospel that are specific
and relevant to Asia, to all those taking part I gladly impart my
blessing.
From the Vatican, 10 January 2019
_______________________

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
Sunday, 13 January 2019

At the beginning of the ceremony, you were asked a question:
“What do you ask for your children?” And you all said: “Faith”. You
ask the Church for faith for your children, and today they will receive
the Holy Spirit and the gift of faith, each within their heart, within
their soul. But this faith has to develop, it has to grow. Yes, someone
may tell me: “Yes, yes, they have to study it...”. Yes, when they will
attend catechism classes, they will study the faith well; they will
learn catechesis. However, before being studied, faith should
be transmitted, and this is a task that is up to you. It is a task that
you receive today: to transmit the faith, the transmission of the
faith. And this is done at home. Because faith is always transmitted
“in dialect”: the dialect of the family, in the spirit of the home.
This is your task: to transmit the faith by example, with words,
teaching how to make the sign of the Cross. This is important. You
see, there are children who do not know how to make the sign of
the Cross. [One says]: “Make the sign of the Cross”: and they do
something like this; one cannot understand what it is. First of all,
teach them this. But what is important is to transmit the faith with
your life of faith: that they may see the love between spouses, that
they may see peace at home, that they may see that Jesus is
there. And allow me this word of advice — forgive me, but I offer
you this advice —: never quarrel in front of the children, never. It is
normal for husbands and wives to quarrel; it is normal. The opposite
would be strange. Do it, but so that they do not hear, that they do
not see. You cannot imagine the distress that a child feels when
he or she sees their parents quarrel. Allow me to offer this advice
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which will help you transmit the faith. Is it bad to quarrel? Not always,
but it is normal, it is normal. But so the children do not see, do not
hear, because it is distressing. And now, let us continue the
ceremony of Baptism, but keep this in mind: your task is to transmit
the faith to them. To transmit it at home because that is where faith
is learned; it is then studied in catechism classes, but faith [is
received] at home. And before continuing, I would like to tell you
another thing: you know that today the children are feeling that
they are in a strange environment, a bit too hot, they are covered
up.... And they feel the stuffy air.... Then they cry because they
are hungry; they are hungry. And a third reason for their crying is
“precautionary crying”. A curious thing: they do not know what will
happen and they think: “I will cry first, then we will see.... It is a form
of defence. I tell you: let them be comfortable. Be careful not to
cover them up too much. And if they cry out of hunger, breastfeed
them. To the mothers I say: feed the children, do not worry, the
Lord wants this. Because where is the danger? That they have
also a polyphonic vocation: one starts to cry, and the other makes
the counterpoint to him, and then the other, and in the end it is a
chorus of crying! And so let us continue with this ceremony, with
the awareness that it is up to you to transmit the faith.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pope Francis has set October 2019 as an
Extraordinary Missionary Month to foster greater
awareness of missio ad gentes and to animate the
missionary transformation of Church life and
pastoral activity.
The proposal, made by Propaganda Fide, coincides with the 100th
anniversary of Benedict XV’s Maximum Illud on the universal
missionary activity of the Church. The pope suggests using the
Blessed Paul VI’s Evangelii nuntiandi, the “magna carta of the postConciliar missionary effort.” He also expressed concerns that
missionary works not be “reduced to an organization that collects
and distributes, on behalf of the Pope, economic aid for the neediest
Churches.”
Pope Francis received in audience in the Clementine Hall, Vatican,
the participants in the Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies.
In his address, the Holy Father said that, following a suggestion
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from the Congregation for the evangelisation of peoples, October
2019 will be “The extraordinary month of prayer and reflection on
the mission”.
Such an event, which will provide an opportunity “to renew ardour
and passion, the spiritual motor of the apostolic action of countless
missionary saints and martyrs”, also coincides with the centenary
of Maximum Illud, the Apostolic Letter issued by Benedict XV on 30
November 1919 on the missionary activity of the Church. In it, the
pope set out the guidelines of the Church’s, increasingly
independent of the colonialist past, through the localisation of the
clergy and episcopate engaged its universal mission.
“In this very important document of his Magisterium on the mission,
the Pope recalls how necessary the holiness of life is to the efficacy
of the apostolate, he recommends, therefore, an ever-stronger
union with Christ and a more convinced and joyful involvement in
his divine passion for announcing the Gospel to all, loving and
employing mercy towards everyone. Men and women, ‘distinguished
by zeal and holiness’, are increasingly necessary to the Church
and to the mission. ‘May he who preaches God be a man of God’,
exhorted Benedict XV (cf. Apostolic Letter Maximum illud, 30
November 1919; AAS XI [1919], 449).
Francis also expressed concerns that the Pontifical Mission
Societies, which Benedict XV cites in his Letter, are far too “often
reduced to an organization that collects and distributes, on behalf
of the Pope, economic aid for the neediest Churches.”
For him, the living mission of the Church has to be “an ongoing
opportunity to proclaim Christ, to let Him be encountered by bearing
witness and making others participants in our personal encounter
with Him. I hope that your spiritual and material assistance to the
Church makes it increasingly based upon the Gospel and the
baptismal involvement of all the faithful, lay and clerical, in the
single mission of the Church: bringing God’s love to every man,
especially those most in need of His mercy. The extraordinary
month of prayer and reflection on the mission as first evangelization
will serve for this renewal of ecclesial faith, so that the Easter of
Jesus Christ, the only Saviour, Lord and bridegroom of His Church,
always be and remain in her heart.”
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In order to “be a Church increasingly in mission, Francis suggests
heeding the words of the “Blessed Paul VI, in his Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii nuntiandi, magna carta of the post-Conciliar
missionary effort.”
“In the spirit of the teaching of Blessed Paul VI, it is my wish that
the celebration of the centenary of Maximum illud, in the month of
October 2019, be a favourable time for prayer, the witness of many
saints and martyrs of the mission, biblical and theological reflection,
catechesis and missionary charity to contribute to evangelizing,
first and foremost, the Church, so that having rediscovered the
freshness and zeal of the first love for the crucified and risen Lord,
she may evangelize the world with credibility and evangelical
efficacy.
“I bless you all in this day before the Solemnity of Pentecost. I ask
the Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Mother of the Church,
always to inspire us with the testimony of her faith and the
reassuring guarantee of her motherly intercession. May the Blessed
Apostles Peter and Paul, the holy martyrs Carlo Lwanga and his
companions, and Blessed Paolo Manna never cease to pray to
God for all of us, His missionaries.”
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

CBCI OFFICE OF HEALTH CARE
Your Eminence/Grace/Excellency,
Greetings and prayerful wishes from the CBCI Office of Health Care.
Wish you all a Blessed Season of Christmas. May the Lord Jesus fill
your hearts with Joy and Peace!
I am happy to welcome you once again to the upcoming celebration of
the “World Day of the Sick” in Kolkata from February 9th to 11th,
2019. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has appointed His Eminence,
Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario of Bangladesh as his Special Envoy for this
ecclesial event. His Eminence, Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect of the
“Dicastery of Integral Human Development” will be the co-organizer of
the event and will be present for the celebration.
CBCI Office of Health Care in collaboration with Archdiocese of Calcutta
will be responsible for organizing this celebration. Archbishop Thomas
D’ Souza has gladly accepted to host the event and the local Organizing
Committee is busy making all the necessary arrangements.
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The Three day program will be as follows:
•

February 9, Saturday: Theological - Pastoral Reflection on Caring
for the Sick.

•

February 10, Sunday: Meeting of Bishops in Charge of the Health
Commissions in the various Conferences of Bishops in Asia and in
the evening the Solemn Eucharistic Celebration integrated with the
“Anointing of the Sick.”

•

February 11, Monday: Celebration of the XXVII World Day of the
Sick 2019 - Solemn Eucharistic Celebration at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Bandel.

I am very happy to invite you to join in this special event and celebrate
together appreciating the healing ministry of the Church in India. Kindly
confirm your participation at the earliest to help make the necessary
arrangements.
Please contact Fr. Mathew Perumpil, MI, the Secretary of the CBCI
Office for Healthcare (mperumpil@yahoo.com / 9448058060) or Fr.
Franklin Menezes, Secretary, the Local Organizing Committee:
(frankmenl951@gmail.com / 9830416538)
Looking forward to seeing you in Kolkata and wishing you a Blessed
Christmas and New Year,

+Prakash Mallavarapu
Chairman, CBCI Office of Health Care
Archbishop of Vishakhapatnam

––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pope Francis’ Message for the 2019
World Day of the Sick - January 8, 2019
In his message for the 27th World Day of the Sick, Pope Francis
urges believers to promote a culture of generosity, noting that the
joy of generous giving is a barometer of the health of a Christian.
Pope Francis says that those who care for the sick and give of
themselves with generosity and straightforward love – like St. Mother
Teresa of Calcutta - are amongst the Church’s most credible
evangelizers. In his message for the World Day of the Sick, which
will be celebrated on 11 February, the pope focuses on Jesus’s
words to the Apostles: “You received without payment; give without
payment” (Mt 10:8). Established in 1993 by Saint John Paul II on
the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes, a different city is chosen
each year to host the World Day of the Sick. This year the choice
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has fallen on Calcutta in India, and Pope Francis has highlighted
the figure of Saint Teresa of Calcutta as a model of charity who
made God’s love for the poor and sick visible.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
“You received without payment; give without payment” (Mt 10:8).
These are the words spoken by Jesus when sending forth his
apostles to spread the Gospel, so that his Kingdom might grow
through acts of gratuitous love. On the XXVII World Day of the
Sick, to be solemnly celebrated on 11 February 2019 in Calcutta,
India, the Church – as a Mother to all her children, especially the
infirm – reminds us that generous gestures like that of the Good
Samaritan are the most credible means of evangelization. Caring
for the sick requires professionalism, tenderness, straightforward
and simple gestures freely given, like a caress that makes others
feel loved.
Life is a gift from God. Saint Paul asks: “What do you have that
you did not receive?” (1 Cor 4:7). Precisely because it is a gift,
human life cannot be reduced to a personal possession or private
property, especially in the light of medical and biotechnological
advances that could tempt us to manipulate the “tree of life” (cf.
Gen 3:24). Amid today’s culture of waste and indifference, I would
point out that “gift” is the category best suited to challenging today’s
individualism and social fragmentation, while at the same time
promoting new relationships and means of cooperation between
peoples and cultures. Dialogue – the premise of gift – creates
possibilities for human growth and development capable of
breaking through established ways of exercising power in society.
“Gift” means more than simply giving presents: it involves the giving
of oneself, and not simply a transfer of property or objects. “Gift”
differs from gift-giving because it entails the free gift of self and
the desire to build a relationship. It is the acknowledgement of
others, which is the basis of society. “Gift” is a reflection of God’s
love, which culminates in the incarnation of the Son and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Each of us is poor, needy and destitute. When we are born, we
require the care of our parents to survive, and at every stage of
life we remain in some way dependent on the help of others. We
will always be conscious of our limitations, as “creatures”, before
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other individuals and situations. A frank acknowledgement of this
truth keeps us humble and spurs us to practice solidarity as an
essential virtue in life. Such an acknowledgement leads us to act
responsibly to promote a good that is both personal and communal.
Only if we see ourselves, not as a world apart, but in a fraternal
relationship with others, can we develop a social practice of
solidarity aimed at the common good. We should not be afraid to
regard ourselves as needy or reliant on others, because individually
and by our own efforts we cannot overcome our limitations. So we
should not fear, then, to acknowledge those limitations, for God
himself, in Jesus, has humbly stooped down to us (cf. Phil 2:8) and
continues to do so; in our poverty, he comes to our aid and grants
us gifts beyond our imagining.
In light of the solemn celebration in India, I would like to recall, with
joy and admiration, the figure of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta –
a model of charity who made visible God’s love for the poor and
sick. As I noted at her canonization, “Mother Teresa, in all aspects
of her life, was a generous dispenser of divine mercy, making
herself available for everyone through her welcome and defence
of human life, of those unborn and those abandoned and
discarded… She bowed down before those who were spent, left to
die on the side of the road, seeing in them their God-given dignity;
she made her voice heard before the powers of this world, so that
they might recognize their guilt for the crime – the crimes! – of
poverty they created. For Mother Teresa, mercy was the ‘salt’ which
gave flavour to her work; it was the ‘light’ that shone in the darkness
of the many who no longer had tears to shed for their poverty and
suffering. Her mission to the urban and existential peripheries
remains for us today an eloquent witness to God’s closeness to
the poorest of the poor” (Homily, 4 September 2016).
Saint Mother Teresa helps us understand that our only criterion of
action must be selfless love for every human being, without
distinction of language, culture, ethnicity or religion. Her example
continues to guide us by opening up horizons of joy and hope for
all those in need of understanding and tender love, and especially
for those who suffer. Generosity inspires and sustains the work of
the many volunteers who are so important in health care and who
eloquently embody the spirituality of the Good Samaritan. I express
my gratitude and offer my encouragement to all those associations
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of volunteers committed to the transport and assistance of patients,
and all those that organize the donation of blood, tissues and
organs. One particular area in which your presence expresses
the Church’s care and concern is that of advocacy for the rights of
the sick, especially those affected by pathologies requiring special
assistance. I would also mention the many efforts made to raise
awareness and encourage prevention. Your volunteer work in
medical facilities and in homes, which ranges from providing health
care to offering spiritual support, is of primary importance.
Countless persons who are ill, alone, elderly or frail in mind or
body benefit from these services. I urge you to continue to be a
sign of the Church’s presence in a secularized world. A volunteer
is a good friend with whom one can share personal thoughts and
emotions; by their patient listening, volunteers make it possible for
the sick to pass from being passive recipients of care to being
active participants in a relationship that can restore hope and
inspire openness to further treatment. Volunteer work passes on
values, behaviours and ways of living born of a deep desire to be
generous. It is also a means of making health care more humane.
A spirit of generosity ought especially to inspire Catholic healthcare
institutions, whether in the more developed or the poorer areas of
our world, since they carry out their activity in the light of the Gospel.
Catholic facilities are called to give an example of self-giving,
generosity and solidarity in response to the mentality of profit at
any price, of giving for the sake of getting, and of exploitation over
concern for people. I urge everyone, at every level, to promote
the culture of generosity and of gift, which is indispensable for
overcoming the culture of profit and waste. Catholic healthcare
institutions must not fall into the trap of simply running a business;
they must be concerned with personal care more than profit. We
know that health is relational, dependent on interaction with others,
and requiring trust, friendship and solidarity. It is a treasure that
can be enjoyed fully only when it is shared. The joy of generous
giving is a barometer of the health of a Christian. I entrust all of
you to Mary, Salus Infirmorum. May she help us to share the gifts
we have received in the spirit of dialogue and mutual acceptance,
to live as brothers and sisters attentive to each other’s needs, to
give from a generous heart, and to learn the joy of selfless service
to others. With great affection, I assure you of my closeness in
prayer, and to all I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.
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VATICAN - The Secretary General of Holy Childhood:
“Thanks to the encounter with Jesus one becomes a
missionary: this is what the children live”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) –
“When Missionary Childhood Day was established on 4 December
1950 by Pope Pius XII, all countries were asked to identify a date
to be dedicated to Holy Childhood, but freedom was left. Many
celebrate it on 6 January precisely because it is the Epiphany, the
manifestation of Jesus to the three Wise Men and a day of feast
for children. But in other countries it is celebrated in February or
May or July or October, it also depends on the school calendar
and different contexts”: this is how Sister Roberta Tremarelli,
Secretary General of the Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood,
explains the meaning and historical genesis of Missionary
Childhood Day to Agenzia Fides, which is celebrated on 6 January.
“It is an occasion dedicated to all the children who, like adults, are
missionaries, by virtue of Baptism”, remarks Sister Tremarelli. “This
also recalls the theme of the next Extraordinary Missionary Month:
Baptized and sent, the Church of Christ on a mission in the world.
All the children are called to live and walk on the example of the
three Wise Men who, after discovering the incarnate Son of God,
began to walk again; as well as the shepherds who announced it
to everyone. It is from the encounter with Jesus that we become
missionaries and this is understood by the children, they carry it
out and live it very well”, observes the nun.
The Secretary General notes: “The purpose of this celebration is
also to remind children that there are other children in the rest of
the world: some are Christians, others do not know Jesus and others
are in difficulty from a human, educational and health point of view.
To have a Day dedicated to Holy Childhood Society, even if the
dates are different in the world, means that, on that occasion, all
the children on the continent are put in relation, in communication
with each other. Jesus is the center and at the same time represents
a bond for the children in the whole world”. (PA)
(Agenzia Fides, 5/1/2019)
––––––––––––––––––––––
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 2 January 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Let us continue our catechesis on the Lord’s
Prayer, illuminated by the mystery of
Christmas, which we have just celebrated.
The Gospel of Matthew places the text of the Lord’s Prayer strategically
at the centre of the Sermon on the Mount (cf. 6:9-13). Now, let us observe
the scene: Jesus goes up the hill by the lake, and sits down; he has his
most intimate disciples circled around him, and then a large crowd of
anonymous faces. It is this heterogeneous assembly that receives the
consignment of the ‘Our Father’ for the first time. The location, as I said,
is highly significant; because in this lengthy teaching, which falls under
the title of ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (cf. Mt 5:1 - 7:27), Jesus summarizes
the fundamental aspects of his message. The beginning is like an archway
decorated for a celebration: the Beatitudes. Jesus crowns with happiness
a series of categories of people who in his time — but also in ours! —
were not highly regarded. Blessed are the poor, the meek, the merciful,
people humble of heart.... This is the revolution of the Gospel. Where
the Gospel is, there is revolution. The Gospel does not leave us calm, it
drives us: it is revolutionary.
All people capable of love, the peacemakers who until now ended up at
the margins of history, are instead the builders of the Kingdom of God. It
is as Jesus would say: go forth, you who bear in your heart the mystery
of a God who has revealed his omnipotence in love and in forgiveness!
From this portal of entry, which overturns historical values, blooms the
newness of the Gospel. The Law does not need to be abolished but
needs a new interpretation that leads it back to its original meaning. If a
person has a good heart, predisposed to love, then he understands that
every word of God must be incarnated up to its ultimate results. Love
has no boundaries: one can love one’s spouse, one’s friend, and even
one’s enemy with a wholly new perspective. Jesus says: “But I say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust” (Mt 5:44-45).
Here is the great secret underlying the whole Sermon on the Mount:
be children of your Father who is in heaven. Apparently these chapters
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of the Gospel of Matthew seem to be a moral discourse; they seem to
evoke an ethic so demanding as to appear unfeasible, and instead we
discover that they are above all a theological discourse. A Christian is
not one who is committed to being better than others: he knows he is a
sinner like everyone. A Christian is simply a person who pauses before
the new Burning Bush, at the revelation of a God who does not bear the
enigma of an unspeakable name, but asks his children to invoke him
with the name of ‘Father’, to allow themselves to be renewed by his
power and to reflect a ray of his goodness for this world so thirsty for
good, thus awaiting good news. Thus, this is how Jesus introduces the
teaching of the ‘Our Father’ prayer. He does so by distancing himself
from two groups of his time. First and foremost, hypocrites: “you must
not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by men”
(Mt 6:5). There are people who are able to compose atheistic prayers,
without God, and they do so in order to be admired by people. And how
often we see the scandal of those people who go to church and are there
all day long, or go every day, and then live by hating others or speaking
ill of people. This is a scandal! It is better not to go to church: living this
way, as if they were atheists. But if you go to church, live as a child, as
a brother or sister, and bear true witness, not a counter-witness. Christian
prayer, however, has no other credible witness than one’s own conscience,
where one weaves a most intense dialogue with the Father: “when you
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is
in secret” (6:6).
Then Jesus distances himself from the prayer of pagans: “do not heap
up empty phrases ...; for they think that they will be heard for their many
words” (6:7). Here perhaps Jesus is alluding to that ‘captatio
benevolentiae’ that was the necessary introduction to many ancient
prayers: divinity had to be in some way adapted from a long series of
praises, of prayers too. Let us consider that scene on Mount Carmel,
when the Prophet Elijah challenged the priests of Baal. They shouted,
danced, and asked for many things, that their god would listen to them.
But Elijah instead remained silent and the Lord revealed himself to Elijah.
Pagans think that one prays by speaking, speaking, speaking, speaking.
I also think of many Christians who think that praying is — pardon me —
“talking to God like parrots”. No! One prays from the heart, from within.
You instead — Jesus says — when you pray, address God as a child to
his father, who knows the things that are needed before he even asks
him for them (cf. Mt 6:8). The ‘Our Father’ could also be a silent prayer:
it is essentially enough to place yourself under God’s gaze, to remember
his Fatherly love, and this is all it takes to be satisfied. It is beautiful to
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think that our God does not need sacrifices in order to win his favour!
Our God needs nothing: in prayer, he only asks that we keep a channel
of communication open with him in order to always recognize that we
are his most beloved children. He loves us very much.
Wednesday, 9 January 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Today’s catechesis refers to the Gospel of Luke. In fact, it is especially
this Gospel, beginning with the Childhood narratives, which describe the
figure of Christ in an atmosphere dense with prayer. In it are the contents
of three hymns which each day articulate the Church’s prayer:
the Benedictus, the Magnificat and the Nunc Dimittis. And we are moving
forward in this catechesis on the ‘Our Father’; we see Jesus as
a prayerful man. Jesus prays. In Luke’s narrative, for example, the
episode of the Transfiguration springs from a moment of prayer. It says
this: “And as he was praying, the appearance of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment became dazzling white” (9:29). But each step in
Jesus’ life is as if gently propelled by the breath of the Holy Spirit who
guides him in every action. Jesus prays in the baptism on the Jordan; he
dialogues with the Father before taking the most important decisions;
he often withdraws in solitude to pray; he intercedes for Peter who will
soon deny him. He says: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to
have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that
your faith may not fail” (22:31-32). This is comforting: to know that Jesus
prays for us, prays for me, for each one of us so that our faith will not fail.
And this is true. ‘But Father, does he still do so?’ He still does so before
the Father. Jesus prays for me. Each one of us can say so. And we can
also say to Jesus: ‘You are praying for me; continue to pray because I
am in need of it’. In this way: courageous. Even the Messiah’s death is
immersed in a climate of prayer, such that the hours of the Passion
seem characterized by a surprising calm: Jesus consoles the women,
prays for his crucifiers, promises heaven to the good thief and he breathes
his last breath, saying: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” (23:46).
Jesus’ prayer seems to allay the most violent emotions, the desire for
vendetta and revenge; it reconciles man with his fierce enemy, reconciles
man with this enemy, which is death.
It is also in the Gospel of Luke that we find the request, expressed by
one of the disciples, to be able to be taught to pray by Jesus himself:
And it says this: “Lord, teach us to pray” (11:1). They saw him praying.
‘Teach us — we too can say to the Lord — Lord, you are praying for me,
I know, but teach me how to pray so that I too can pray’. This request,
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“Lord, teach us to pray” generates a rather lengthy lesson, through which
Jesus explains to his followers with which words and which sentiments
they must address God. The first part of this lesson is precisely the Our
Father. Pray thus: ‘Father, Who art in Heaven’. ‘Father’: that word which
is so beautiful to say. We can always remain in prayer with that word
alone: ‘Father’. And to feel that we have a father: not a master nor a
step-father. No: a father. A Christian addresses God first of all by calling
Him “Father”. In this teaching that Jesus gives his disciples, it is interesting
to pause on a few instructions that crown the text of the prayer. To give
us confidence, Jesus explains several things. These focus on
the attitudes of the believer who prays. For example, there is the parable
of the importunate friend, who goes to disturb an entire family that is
sleeping, because a person suddenly arrived from a journey and he has
no bread to offer him. What does Jesus say to this man who knocks on
the door and wakes his friend?: “I tell you” — Jesus explains — “though
he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet
because of his importunity he will rise and give him whatever he needs”
(11:8). With this, he wants to teach us to pray and to persevere in prayer.
And immediately afterwards he gives the example of a father who has a
hungry son. All of you, fathers and grandfathers who are here: when a
son or grandson asks for something, is hungry, and asks and asks, then
cries, shouts that he’s hungry: “What father among you, if his son asks
for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent...?” (v. 11). And all of
you have experienced this: when the son asks, you give him what he
wants to eat for his own good.
With these words Jesus makes it understood that God always responds,
that no prayer will remain unheard; why? Because He is Father, and
does not forget his suffering children. Of course, these affirmations
disconcert us, because many of our prayers seem not to obtain any
results. How often have we asked and not received — we have all
experienced this — how many times have we knocked and found a
closed door? Jesus advises us, in those moments, to persist and to not
give up. Prayer always transforms reality, always. If things around us do
not change, at least we change; our heart changes. Jesus promised the
gift of the Holy Spirit to each man and to each woman who prays. We
can be certain that God will respond. The only uncertainty is due to
time, but let us not doubt that he will respond. Perhaps we will have to
persist for our whole life, but he will respond. He promised us this: he is
not like a father who gives a serpent instead of a fish. There is nothing
more certain: the desire for happiness which we all carry in our heart will
one day be fulfilled. Jesus asks: “will God not vindicate his elect, who
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cry to him day and night?” (Luke 18:7). Yes, he will mete out justice; he
will hear us. What a day of glory and resurrection that day will be!
Henceforth, praying is victory over solitude and desperation. Praying.
Prayer transforms reality; let us not forget this. It either changes things
or changes our heart, but it always transforms. Henceforth, praying is
victory over solitude and desperation. It is like seeing every fragment of
creation teeming amid the listlessness of a history whose meaning we
sometimes fail to grasp. But it is in motion, it is on a journey, and at the
end of every road, what is there at the end of our road? At the end of
prayer, at the end of the time in which we are praying, at life’s end: what
is there? There is a Father who awaits everything and everyone with
arms wide open. Let us look to this Father.
Wednesday, 16 January 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Continuing the catecheses on the ‘Lord’s Prayer’, today we shall begin
with the observation that in the New Testament, the prayer seems to
arrive at the essential, actually focusing on a single word: Abba, Father.
We have heard what Saint Paul writes in the Letter to the Romans: “you
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’”(8:15). And
the Apostle says to the Galatians: “And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal
4:6). The same invocation, in which all the novelty of the Gospel is
condensed, recurs twice. After meeting Jesus and hearing his preaching,
a Christian no longer considers God as a tyrant to be feared; he is no
longer afraid but feels trust in Him expand in his heart: he can speak
with the Creator by calling him ‘Father’. The expression is so important
for Christians that it is often preserved intact, in its original form: ‘Abba’.
In the New Testament it is rare for Aramaic expressions to be translated
into Greek. We have to imagine that the voice of Jesus himself has
remained in these Aramaic words as if ‘recorded’: they have respected
Jesus’ idiom. In the first words of the ‘Our Father’ we immediately find
the radical newness of Christian prayer. It does not simply use a symbol
— in this case, the father figure — to connect to the mystery of God; it
is instead about having, so to speak, Jesus’ entire world poured into
one’s heart. If we do this, we can truly pray the ‘Our Father’. Saying
‘Abba’ is something much more intimate, more moving than simply calling
God ‘Father’. This is why someone has proposed translating this original
Aramaic word ‘Abba’ with ‘Dad’ or ‘Papa’. Instead of saying ‘our Father’,
saying ‘Dad, Papa’. We shall continue to say ‘our Father’ but with the
heart we are invited to say ‘Dad’, to have a relationship with God like that
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of a child with his dad, who says ‘dad’ and says ‘papa’. Indeed, these
expressions evoke affection, they evoke warmth, something that casts
us into the context of childhood: the image of a child completely enveloped
in the embrace of a father who feels infinite tenderness for him. And for
this reason, dear brothers and sisters, in order to pray properly, one
must come to have a child’s heart. Not a self-sufficient heart: one cannot
pray properly this way. Like a child in the arms of his father, of his dad,
of his papa.
But of course the Gospels better explain the meaning of this word. What
does this word mean to Jesus? The ‘Our Father’ takes on meaning and
colour if we learn to pray it after having read, for example, the Parable of
the Merciful Father, in Chapter 15 of Luke (cf. Lk 15:11-32). Let us imagine
this prayer recited by the prodigal son, after having experienced the
embrace of his father who had long awaited him, a father who does not
remember the offensive words the son had said to him, a father who now
simply makes him understand how much he has been missed. Thus we
discover how those words become vibrant, receive strength. And let us
ask ourselves: is it possible that You, O God, really know only love? Do
you not know hatred? No — God would respond — I know only love.
Where in You is vengeance, the demand for justice, anger at your
wounded honour? And God would respond: I know only love. In that
parable the father’s manner of conduct somehow recalls the spirit of
a mother. It is especially mothers who excuse their children, who protect
them, who do not suspend empathy for them, who continue to love them,
even when they would no longer deserve anything. It is enough to evoke
this single expression - Abba - for Christian prayer to develop. And in his
Letters, Saint Paul follows this same path, because it is the path taught
by Jesus: in this invocation there is a force that draws all the rest of the
prayer.
God seeks you, even if you do not seek him. God loves you, even if you
have forgotten about him. God glimpses beauty in you, even if you think
you have squandered all your talents in vain. God is not only a father; he
is like a mother who never stops loving her little child. On the other hand,
there is a ‘gestation’ that lasts forever, well beyond the nine months of
the physical one; it is a gestation that engenders an infinite cycle of
love. For a Christian, praying is simply saying ‘Abba’; it is saying ‘Dad’,
saying ‘Papa’, saying ‘Father’ but with a child’s trust. It may be that we
too happen to walk on paths far from God, as happened to the prodigal
son; or to sink into a loneliness that makes us feel abandoned in the
world; or, even to make mistakes and be paralyzed by a sense of guilt.
In those difficult moments, we can still find the strength to pray, to begin

40

again with the word ‘Abba’, but said with the tender feeling of a child:
‘Abba’, ‘Dad’. He does not hide his face from us. Remember well: perhaps
one has bad things within, things he does not know how to resolve,
much bitterness for having done this and that.... He does not hide His
face. He does not close himself off in silence. Say ‘Father’ to Him and
He will answer you. You have a father. ‘Yes, but I am a delinquent...’. But
you have a father who loves you! Say ‘Father’ to him, start to pray in this
way, and in the silence he will tell us that he has never lost sight of us.
‘But Father, I have done this...’. — ‘I have never lost sight of you; I have
seen everything. But I have always been there, close to you, faithful to
my love for you’. That will be his answer. Never forget to say ‘Father’.
Thank you.
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Fr. Betha Mariadas, 65 years, died at Vizag
Bro. Emile Maillard, 50 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Crispin D’Souza, 99 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Patrick Wall, 65 years, died at Nagpur
Fr. Francis Hamilton, 77 years, died at Yeovil, England
Fr. Regis Maniouloux, 82 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Jean Thevenet, 70 years, died at Kamptee
Fr. Francois Sage, 49 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Joseph George Cheriankunnel, 89 years,
died at R.V. Nagar
Bro. Innaiah Gali, 76 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Anselme Rey, 83 years, died at Vizag
Bro. Euguene Debons, 85 years, died at Bhimili
Bro. Joseph Sebastian Devaraj, 77 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Alexis Marrolliat, 73 years, died at Bhimili
Fr. Peter Francis Andrade, 52 years, died at Vijayawada
Fr. George Nellikunnel Msfs, 97 Years, died at Vizag
Archbishop Emeritus K. Mariadas, 84years,
died at Vizag

May their souls
rest in Peace!
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