DIOCESE OF TUTICORIN

INTER NOS

FEBRUARY 2020

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (02.02.2020)

Today we too, like Mary and Simeon, want to take Jesus into our
arms, to bring him to his people.

- Pope Francis




l. HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR THE MONTH:

Universal :
Listen to the Migrants’ cries. We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of
criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered.

1. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS:

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,
Greetings to all.
On 25 December 2019

The Christmas and New year Celebrations in spite of the inconveniences caused by rain, did not
diminish the enthusiasm of the faithful to honour the infant Jesus born in the Manger. The people
from the Cathedral and Our Lady of Snows’ Basilica came in large number to share their joy with
others. | appreciate the youngsters who prepared the Cribs and other decorations for the Church.

On 29 December 2019

The parish priest and the people of G. Patnam were exorbitant with joy to have their prestigious
church consecrated. It is, as if, their dreams of consecrating a magnificent church to the Lord and
having a prime place of prayer for the people came into reality. A special thanks to Fr. S.M.
Amaladoss and the parishioners for their fantastic efforts.

On 02 January 2020

I was invited to preside over the Holy Eucharist in Kombuthurai as the people celebrated the feast of
St. Stephen in a pious and meaningful manner. Thanks to Fr. Sahaya Joseph and the parishioners for
their wonderful arrangement.

On 03 June 2020

The devotees came in large number to manifest their affection to Sacred Heart of Jesus at Alanthalai.
| appreciate Fr. Jeyakumar, the parish priest, and the people for warmly receiving the pilgrims.

On 11 January 2020

The people of Malayankulam together with the devotees very meaningfully celebrated the special
apparition of Our Lady granted to a Hindu friend who gave public witness to the people. Our Lady,
giving him a handful of rice, told of her desire to feed all the people who came there. May God bless
Fr. Justin, the parish priest and the people of Malayankulam.

On 12 January 2020

Fr. Mariadas Liption conducted an awareness program for the SC and ST people in Mukthiudaiyan
Nager, Kurukkuchalai. It was a very fruitful one.

On 13 & 14 January 2020




My Pastoral visit to the parish of Nagalapuram took place on 13 & 14 January. Fr. Reyosil Peppy, the
parish priest, has prepared the people wonderfully well. I visited almost all the substations where the
people were very simple and loving . They also celebrated the festival of Pongal in the main parish;
the Holy Eucharist and the first communion celebrations went on well. | appreciate the parish priest,
sisters and the people.

On 15 January 2020

On 15 January Fr. William, the parish priest of Caldwell Colony and his people gave me a warm
welcome as | visited them to celebrate their patron, Infant Jesus’ feast. The entire community was
well prepared and the people exhibited their joy and cooperation. The people offered an extraordinary
help to the diocese with the cheerful heart. A special thanks goes to the people and Fr. William
Santhanam.

On 22 &23 January 2020

A large number of people gathered at Pothakalanvilai to celebrate the feast of Thirukalyana Matha.
Fr. Venice Kumar, the parish priest, and the people have prepared everything well. The people had a
meaningful celebration. Surely the devotees returned home with much joy.

On 25 January 2020

| presided over the annual day functions of St. Joseph’s Matriculation School, Mangalagiri. | was very
impressed by all the arrangements. It is encouraging that the people from the villages are given
quality education. The children are trained in sports and the recent defending techniques of martial
sports. | appreciate Fr. Rupert for meticulously arranging everything and planning well for the future.

Priests are Precious

Dear Fathers, On the occasion of the 160™ anniversary of the death of the Holy Priest, Curé d’Ars,
Patron Saint of the Parish Priests, Pope Francis wrote an excellent letter to all the priests in the world.
I would like to share with you some of the inspiring and salient ideas which surge forth from his
heart. This letter is seen as a letter of gratitude, encouragement and support to the priests.

This Holy Father knows well that there are priests who are looked upon with contempt, suspicion,
through no fault of their own, but remain as bleeding wounds for the entire ecclesial body. He also
knows that the scandal of abuse, the dismayed cry of victims, the mishandling and misappropriation
of funds and the abuse of power have caused almost irremediable loss of respect for the Church.

Yet he likens you to the Curé d’Ars, who served in the trenches bearing the burden of the day and the
heat ( Mt. 20, 12). The Pope discovers in you, despite the harm caused by some of the brother priests,
a ‘silent army of priests’ who have betrayed neither faith nor trust. You are writing the finest pages of
the priestly life by your selfless service. Don’t forget, Jesus calls you as his friends (John 15,15).

According to him, Priests embody a Spiritual Fatherhood capable of weeping with those who weep.
Countless priests in their lives do a work of mercy in areas and situations most hostile, isolated or
ignored even at the risk of their lives.

You have joyfully put your service on the line for the sake of the Gospel in times of turbulence,
shame and pain.




In times of trial, the Pope invites you to return to those luminous moments when you experienced the
Lord’s call to devote your lives to His service.

This service ignites a humble joy, a joy which sorrow and distress cannot dismay, a good and gentle
joy. You are anointed to anoint others and God’s anointing never disappoints.

“You are invited to cherish the memory of Lord’s presence in your lives and his merciful gaze which
inspires you to put your lives on the line for him and for his people’.

The priests celebrate the fidelity of God. He continues to trust you, to believe in you to count on you.
He invites you, despite your failings, to be faithful to Him in return. The Lord has never broken his
covenant even though we breach it often.

The Holy Father thanks you for the joy with which you have offered your lives revealing a heart that
over the years refused to become closed and bitter, but has grown daily in the love for God and for his
people.

In his inimitable way the Pope says: thank you for the joy with which you have offered in your lives.
Thank you for all the time you welcomed those who have fallen, caring for the wounds and showing
tenderness and compassion.

May these words encourage all of us in our priestly lives and service.

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin

I11.  BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR FEBRUARY 2020:

Time Day | Programme

7.00 P.M. Vespers, Tharuvaikualm

6.00 A.M. Confirmation, Antonyarpuram

5.00 P.M. Special Mass, Cathedral

Meeting Guests from Delhi

10.00 A.M. Inauguration of ‘Cancer Prevention Awareness Program’,
VMSSS, Valliyur

3.00 P.M. Commission Secretaries Meeting, Bishop’s House

6.30 P.M. Feast mass of St. Antony, Thappathy, M. Kottur Parish

10.00 A.M. Senate
6.00 P.M. Vespers, Muthulapuram, Nanguneri Parish

11.00 A.M. Infant Jesus Church, Thanjavur

6.30 P.M. i Colochel

10.00 A.M. Golden Jubilee, Holy Cross Convent

6.00 P.M. Feast of St. Antony-Vespers, Uvari

6.00 A.M. Feast Mass, Uvari

11.00 A.M. Education Board Meet




Jubilee, Rosarians,Vadakankulam
Feast Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes, Idinthakarali

Feast mass at Chinnathurai, Trivandrum

CBCI Meeting , Bangalore

Annual Day Celebrations, St. Thomas, the Apostle, Matric
School, Tuticorin

9.30 A.M. i Charismatic Meeting, Dharmapuri

5.30 P.M.

6.00 A.M. Confirmation, Kootapuli

10.30 A.M. Mass at Sacred Heart convent ( Vellore), Azhagappapuram
St. Thomas’ Feast Mass, Kooduthalai

6.30 A.M.

10.30 A.M. Year of Youth Celebration, Pothakalanvilai
Bishop’s thanksgiving mass on the first Anniversary of

5.30 P.M. Episcopal Ordination at Cathedral

Board of Bishops’ Meet, St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

26 6.30 A.M. Ash Wednesday, Cathedral
10.00 A.M. Diocesan Finance Committee

27
3.30 P.M. Consult

28-29 9.30 p.m. Christ Hall, Madurai

March 2 | 10.00 A.M.. Recollection-Sathankulam Vicariate
March 3 | 10.00 A.M. Recollection-Vadakankulam Vicariate
March 4 | 10.00 A.M. Recollection-Tuticorin Vicariate
March 5 | 10.00 A.M. Recollection-Manapad Vicariate
March 6 i Recollection- Kurukkuchalai Vicariate

V. ORDINATION DAY

AD MULTOS ANNOS

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen 24.02. 2019
Rev. Fr. Antony Pitchai 13. 02. 1977




V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Rev. Fr. Jerald S. Ravi
Rev. Fr. Noel Raj SDB
Rev. Fr. Kirupakaran 9 7.
Rev. Fr. Starwin T. . 02. >
Rev. Fr. Joseph G. . 02. . @:« :

Rev. Fr. Augustine R.S. . 02. 3*H;§ppy
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Rev. Fr. Selvan D. Fdo . 02. & - x
Rev. Fr. Nesamony OCD .02. Bnrthday :
Rev. Fr. T. Nisanth

Rev. Fr. Veno Fern

Rev. Fr. Victor Lobo

Rev. Fr. Pancras M. Raja

Rev. Fr. Flavian G.

Rev. Fr. Deva Navamani

Rev. Fr. Sekaran G.

Rev. Fr. Julians Marlan Joshi

Rev. Fr. Alphonse D. S.

VI. DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Most Rev. S.T. Amalanather
Rev. Fr. X. Gabriel

Rev. Fr. Jesu William

Rev. Fr. Villavarayer T.

Rev. Fr. J. M. Nicholas

Rev. Fr. Joseph Fernando
Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Diaz

CONDOLENCES:

Mrs. Michael Jebamalai, 85 years of age, beloved mother of Msgr.
Panneerselvam N. A. (Vicar General), passed away on 31.12.2019 (Tuesday).
Funeral Mass was held on 02.01.2020 (Thursday) at 10.30 am at St. Michael’s
Church, Tharuviakulam. Our heartfelt condolences to Msgr. Panneerselvam N.
A. and to all the members of the bereaved family!

Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed
soul rest in Peace!

VIII. NOTIFICATION FROM DIOCESAN CURIA
From Chancellor’s Office:
a) Schedule for Monthly Recollection

Monthly Recollection for February 2020 will take place in the vicariate level as per the following
schedule:

Date Day Vicariate
11.02.2020 | Tuesday Tuticorin
11.02.2020 | Tuesday Kurukkuchalai
11.02.2020 | Tuesday Manapad




11.02.2020 | Tuesday Vadakkankulam
11.02.2020 | Tuesday Sathankulam

b) Monthly Holidays :
Please note that the Diocesan Offices will remain closed on the following days:
24.02.2020 (Monday) - Bishop’s Episcopal Ordination

C) Reminder regarding Annual Statistics for the Year 2019

Rev. Fathers, who have not yet sent the Statistics, are requested to prepare the annual statistical
data for the parish and institutions for the year 2019. Kindly fill in the forms and send one copy to the
Chancellor’s office as early as possible, keeping the other in the parish/institution file.

d) Communication from the Vicar General:

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The first anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of our Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen, falls on
24 February 2020. In order to felicitate our Shepherd, it is our responsibility to join him in the
thanksgiving Mass to be held on 23 February, Sunday at 5.30 p.m. at the Cathedral. | most
cordially invite you to partake in the thanksgiving liturgy and for the dinner in the Bishop’s House
thereafter.

The parish priests of the Town Parishes are requested to alter the evening Mass on 23 February,
Sunday and exhort the faithful to join the con-Celebration to be held at 5.30 p.m. in the Cathedral.

I look forward to your participation in the con-Celebration with the Bishop on 23 February at 5.30
p.m. in the Cathedral.

Msgr. N. A. Panneerselvam
Vicar General

e) Communication from the Liturgist:
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2. From the Financial Administrator’s Office:

Dear Fathers,
Brotherly Greetings to you! On the 9th February a collection will be made for Holy Childhood and
you are requested to remit the same to the Procurator's office.
Kindly remit the Mission Sunday Collection to the Procurator’s Office immediately.
Those who have not remitted the collections made by the diocese kindly remit them before
29th February 2020.
Kindly send your monthly account statements up to January 2020 before 15th February 2020
Submit the Parish and Shrine contributions every month on time without fail.
Give the Mass cards and receive the Congrua (those who get it from the Diocesan office) on
or before 5th of every month. Kindly oblige.

e Parish Contribution:
Azhagappapuram for Dec 2019
Pazhayakayal for Jan 2020
Sathankulam for Jan 2020




Tuticorin , Cathedral Parish for Dec 2019 & Jan 2020
Tuticorin, Charles' Parish for Dec 2019 & Jan 2020
Tuticorin, Fatima Nagar Parish for Jan 2020
Tuticorin, State Bank Colony for Dec 2019
Vadakkankulam for Dec 2019

Total

e Shrine Contribution:
Kavalkinaru for Dec 2019 30000
Pothakalanvilai for Dec 2019 15000
St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for Dec 2019 25000
St.Antony,s Shrine , Thappathi for Dec 2019 2000
Thisayanvulai for Dec 2019 & Jan 2020 20000
Tuticorin , OLS,Shrine for Dec 2019 30000

Total 122000

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator
1X. INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSIONS:
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5. Pope Francis’ Message for S4th World Communications Day:

“That you may tell your children and grandchildren” (Ex 10:2) Life becomes history’

JANUARY 24, 2020 11:24 ZENIT STAFF VATICAN DICASTERIES/DIPLOMACY

The following is the Vatican-provided text of the Holy Father’s message for the 54th World
Communications Day. This year, the day will be celebrated on May 24th, the Feast of the Ascension
of the Lord:

That you may tell your children and grandchildren” (Ex 10:2)
Life becomes history

I would like to devote this year’s Message to the theme of storytelling, because I believe that, so as
not to lose our bearings, we need to make our own the truth contained in good stories. Stories that
build up, not tear down; stories that help us rediscover our roots and the strength needed to move
forward together. Amid the cacophony of voices and messages that surround us, we need a human
story that can speak of ourselves and of the beauty all around us. A narrative that can regard our
world and its happenings with a tender gaze. A narrative that can tell us that we are part of a living
and interconnected tapestry. A narrative that can reveal the interweaving of the threads which connect
us to one another.

1. Weaving stories

Human beings are storytellers. From childhood we hunger for stories just as we hunger for food.
Stories influence our lives, whether in the form of fairy tales, novels, films, songs, news, even if we
do not always realize it. Often we decide what is right or wrong based on characters and stories we
have made our own. Stories leave their mark on us; they shape our convictions and our behaviour.
They can help us understand and communicate who we are.

We are not just the only beings who need clothing to cover our vulnerability (cf. Gen 3: 21); we are
also the only ones who need to be “clothed” with stories to protect our lives. We weave not only
clothing, but also stories: indeed, the human capacity to “weave” (Latin texere) gives us not only the
word textile but also text. The stories of different ages all have a common “loom”: the thread of their
narrative involves “heroes”, including everyday heroes, who in following a dream confront difficult
situations and combat evil, driven by a force that makes them courageous, the force of love. By
immersing ourselves in stories, we can find reasons to heroically face the challenges of life.

Human beings are storytellers because we are engaged in a process of constant growth, discovering
ourselves and becoming enriched in the tapestry of the days of our life. Yet since the very beginning,
our story has been threatened: evil snakes its way through history.

2. Not all stories are good stories

“When you eat of it ... you will be like God” (cf. Gen 3:4): the temptation of the serpent introduces
into the fabric of history a knot difficult to undo. “If you possess, you will become, you will
achieve...” This is the message whispered by those who even today use storytelling for purposes of
exploitation. How many stories serve to lull us, convincing us that to be happy we continually need to
gain, possess and consume. We may not even realize how greedy we have become for chatter and
gossip, or how much violence and falsehood we are consuming. Often on communication platforms,
instead of constructive stories which serve to strengthen social ties and the cultural fabric, we find
destructive and provocative stories that wear down and break the fragile threads binding us together
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as a society. By patching together bits of unverified information, repeating banal and deceptively
persuasive arguments, sending strident and hateful messages, we do not help to weave human history,
but instead strip others of their dignity.

But whereas the stories employed for exploitation and power have a short lifespan, a good story can
transcend the confines of space and time. Centuries later, it remains timely, for it nourishes life.

In an age when falsification is increasingly sophisticated, reaching exponential levels (as in deepfake),
we need wisdom to be able to welcome and create beautiful, true and good stories. We need courage
to reject false and evil stories. We need patience and discernment to rediscover stories that help us not
to lose the thread amid today’s many troubles. We need stories that reveal who we truly are, also in
the untold heroism of everyday life.

3. The Story of stories

Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories. How many events, peoples and individuals it sets before us! It
shows us from the very beginning a God who is both creator and narrator. Indeed, God speaks his
word and things come into existence (cf. Gen 1). As narrator, God calls things into life, culminating in
the creation of man and woman as his free dialogue partners, who make history alongside him. In one
of the Psalms, the creature tells the creator: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made ... My frame
was not hidden from you, when | was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the
earth” (139:13-15). We are not born complete, but need to be constantly “woven”, “knitted together”.
Life is given to us as an invitation to continue to weave the “wonderful” mystery that we are.

The Bible is thus the great love story between God and humanity. At its centre stands Jesus, whose
own story brings to fulfilment both God’s love for us and our love for God. Henceforth, in every
generation, men and women are called to recount and commit to memory the most significant
episodes of this Story of stories, those that best communicate its meaning.

The title of this year’s Message 1s drawn from the Book of Exodus, a primordial biblical story in
which God intervenes in the history of his people. When the enslaved children of Israel cry out to
Him, God listens and remembers: “God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with
Jacob. God saw the people of Israel — and God knew” (Ex 2: 24-25). God’s memory brings liberation
from oppression through a series of signs and wonders. The Lord then reveals to Moses the meaning
of all these signs: “that you may tell in the hearing of your children and grandchildren... what signs I
have done among them, that you may know that I am the Lord” (Ex 10:2). The Exodus experience
teaches us that knowledge of the Lord is handed down from generation to generation mainly by
telling the story of how he continues to make himself present. The God of life communicates with us
through the story of life.

Jesus spoke of God not with abstract concepts, but with parables, brief stories taken from everyday
life. At this point life becomes story and then, for the listener, story becomes life: the story becomes
part of the life of those who listen to it, and it changes them.

The Gospels are also stories, and not by chance. While they tell us about Jesus, they are
“perforrnative”[”; they conform us to Jesus. The Gospel asks the reader to share in the same faith in
order to share in the same life. The Gospel of John tells us that the quintessential storyteller — the
Word — himself becomes the story: “God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him
known” (Jn 1: 18). The original verb, exegésato, can be translated both as “revealed” and “recounted”.
God has become personally woven into our humanity, and so has given us a new way of weaving our
stories.




4. An ever renewed story

The history of Christ is not a legacy from the past; it is our story, and always timely. It shows us that
God was so deeply concerned for mankind, for our flesh and our history, to the point that he became
man, flesh and history. It also tells us that no human stories are insignificant or paltry. Since God
became story, every human story is, in a certain sense, a divine story. In the history of every person,
the Father sees again the story of his Son who came down to earth. Every human story has an
irrepressible dignity. Consequently, humanity deserves stories that are worthy of it, worthy of that
dizzying and fascinating height to which Jesus elevated it.

“You” — Saint Paul wrote — “are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor 3:3). The Holy
Spirit, the love of God, writes within us. And as he writes within us, he establishes goodness in us and
constantly reminds us of it. Indeed, to “re-mind” means to bring to mind, to “write” on the heart. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, every story, even the most forgotten one, even the one that seems to be
written with the most crooked lines, can become inspired, can be reborn as a masterpiece, and become
an appendix to the Gospel. Like the Confessions of Augustine. Like A Pilgrim’s Journey of Ignatius.
Like The Story of a Soul of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus. Like The Betrothed, like The Brothers
Karamazov. Like countless other stories, which have admirably scripted the encounter between God’s
freedom and that of man. Each of us knows different stories that have the fragrance of the Gospel,
that have borne witness to the Love that transforms life. These stories cry out to be shared, recounted
and brought to life in every age, in every language, in every medium.

5. A story that renews us

Our own story becomes part of every great story. As we read the Scriptures, the stories of the saints,
and also those texts that have shed light on the human heart and its beauty, the Holy Spirit is free to
write in our hearts, reviving our memory of what we are in God’s eyes. When we remember the love
that created and saved us, when we make love a part of our daily stories, when we weave the tapestry
of our days with mercy, we are turning another page. We no longer remain tied to regrets and sadness,
bound to an unhealthy memory that burdens our hearts; rather, by opening ourselves to others, we
open ourselves to the same vision of the great storyteller. Telling God our story is never useless: even
if the record of events remains the same, the meaning and perspective are always changing. To tell
our story to the Lord is to enter into his gaze of compassionate love for us and for others. We can
recount to him the stories we live, bringing to him the people and the situations that fill our lives.
With him we can re-weave the fabric of life, darning its rips and tears. How much we, all of us, need
to do exactly this!

With the gaze of the great storyteller — the only one who has the ultimate point of view — we can then
approach the other characters, our brothers and sisters, who are with us as actors in today’s story. For
no one is an extra on the world stage, and everyone’s story is open to possible change. Even when we
tell of evil, we can learn to leave room for redemption; in the midst of evil, we can also recognize the
working of goodness and give it space.

So it is not a matter of simply telling stories as such, or of advertising ourselves, but rather of
remembering who and what we are in God’s eyes, bearing witness to what the Spirit writes in our
hearts and revealing to everyone that his or her story contains marvellous things. In order to do this,
let us entrust ourselves to a woman who knit together in her womb the humanity of God and, the
Gospel tells us, wove together the events of her life. For the Virgin Mary “treasured all these things
and pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2: 19). Let us ask for help from her, who knew how to untie the
knots of life with the gentle strength of love:




O Mary, woman and mother, you wove the divine Word in your womb, you recounted by your life the
magnificent works of God. Listen to our stories, hold them in your heart and make your own the
stories that no one wants to hear. Teach us to recognize the good thread that runs through history.
Look at the tangled knots in our life that paralyze our memory. By your gentle hands, every knot can
be untied. Woman of the Spirit, mother of trust, inspire us too. Help us build stories of peace, stories
that point to the future. And show us the way to live them together.

Pope Francis

X NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD:

09 January 2020: Christian Leaders in India Call for Inclusive Citizenship Law
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), Approved in December, Discriminates Against Muslims

The controversial Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), approved in India in December, discriminates
against Muslims, is not inclusive and needs to be expanded: this is what a group of 15 between
Catholic priests and Protestant Pastors say, who launched an appeal to the Hindu nationalist party
Bharatiya Janata (BJP), to the government in the Indian Federation, according to Fides News Agency.
Christian leaders met with the president of the party, J.P. Nadda together with the vice presidents,
Dushyant Gautam, and Tom Vadakkan.

As reported to Fides, Christian leaders expressed their disappointment regarding the new law,
approved last month, which guarantees citizenship to Buddhist, Hindu, Jainist, Parsi and Sikh
refugees, but not to Muslims fleeing persecution and coming from three Muslim-majority countries:
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The measure has raised widespread national protests.

Speaking with Christian leaders, J.P. Nadda said that the BJP had also considered the persecution of
Christians in the three predominantly Islamic neighboring countries, which is why the Christian
community was also included. Michael Williams, a Christian educator present at the meeting, told
Fides: “All people are equal. Since all people are equal, any law must be based on the person and not
on religion or other criteria. We are willing to welcome everyone with open arms. We said that the
CAA is an incomplete legislative act, if not all are included. And all of us Christians have agreed on
this position.”

The delegation pointed out to Nadda that the law was passed without any discussion in Parliament
and without broad consensus, while “the discrimination of Muslims is not acceptable in a secular
India: no law should discriminate”. The group then reported to Nadda that there are other persecuted
Muslim groups such as Ahmadiy and Rohingya that are targeted in neighboring countries.

Jesuit Father Denzil Fernandes, Director of the Indian Social Institute, among the Catholic priests
present, said, as stated by the president, the BJP party believes it acted “to protect the persecuted
minorities” and added to Fides: “We expressed our concern for the law. We said there are problems
with the selective nature of the law and that every law should be neutral to religion. The law cannot
be selective. There are also persecuted Burmese refugees. Any religion-based law is highly
problematic. The law should be expanded”.

09. 01.2020: The Bible at Center of Church’s Mission in Bangladesh




“As baptized, we have the responsibility to preach the message of God, keeping the Word of God in
our hearts and bringing it into our lives,” Bishop James Romen Boiragi of the diocese of Khulna and
President of the Commission for Catechesis and Biblical Apostolate, told Fides News Agency within
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.

Underlining the centrality of the Bible in the mission of the Church, Bishop Boiragi explained: “The
message of God present in the Bible must be preached with our lives, bearing witness of faith with
life and behavior. If we allow ourselves to always be guided by referring to the Bible, every believer
would become a living Bible, with great benefit for evangelization.”

The Bishop recalled the theme of the recent day of the Bible, celebrated last December “Your word is
a lamp for my feet, and a light on my path” and proposed it again as a leitmotif of the path of
evangelization of the Church in Bangladesh for 2020.

He said: “In this new year let us ask the Catholics of Bangladesh to know and deepen their
responsibilities as baptized, who are sent to announce the Good News, according to the Bible. May
the Bible become our light, make our life divine: this is my prayer.”

Father Ripon Anthony D’Rozario, Tejgaon’s parish priest in Dhaka, also involved in the biblical
apostolate in the country, said that Catholics should take care of the Holy Bible: “I have noticed that
in many houses there is a Bible, but we do not read it often. | invite everyone to read the Bible every
day because it is the Word of God and spiritual food for us”. Proshanto Gomes, a lay Catholic, told
Fides that “with the reading of the Bible, God stays with me. I spend my days with God’s blessings.”

The Episcopal Commission for Catechesis and the Biblical Apostolate is committed to promoting, in
all the dioceses of Bangladesh, the Biblical apostolate, assisting and collaborating in the preparation
and dissemination of catechetical and biblical materials in the local languages by providing the
training of catechists and teachers of Catholic religion.

13 January 2020: ‘I’d Rather Give My Life than Change the Law on Celibacy,” Pope Francis Citing Paul VI

‘I would rather give my life than change the law on celibacy.” Pope Francis, in citing St. Pope Paul
VI's famous words, has expressed clearly where he stands...

The Vatican gave this reminder of the Pope’s words on the return flight from his Apostolic Trip to
Panama for the occasion of World Youth Day, in the statement issued today, Jan. 13, by Matteo
Bruni, Director of the Holy See Press Office, in response to the new book by Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI1 and Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline
of the Sacraments, on priestly celibacy.

The release of “From the Depths of Our Hearts,” published originally in French by Fayard and in
English by Ignatius Press, is already available for preorder in English, and ships on Feb. 20. It will be
published in French on January 15th.

In the book, Benedict says it is a “contribution” in filial obedience to Francis, and recognizes how
Francis, as a rule, has reaffirmed celibacy.

14 January 2020: Year of Youth Begins in Pakistan




“We need models and examples for our lives. Let us look at the life stories and mission of saints
during the Year of Youth. Saints are our ‘superheroes’ and will help us to become stronger,” said
Cardinal Joseph Coutts, Archbishop of Karachi, addressing young people during the inaugural
ceremony of the Year of Youth, proclaimed by the entire Pakistani Church for 2020.

The Cardinal showed a large poster with the images of 13 saints including John Paul Il, Francis of
Assisi, Teresa of the Child Jesus, Domenico Savio, Giovanna d’Arco, St. Sebastiano, Kateri
Tekakwitha, reported Fides News Agency.

Together with each image, a special “QR code” will help young people to scan it, with their mobile
phone or tablet, to quickly see details on the lives of these saints. The poster, specially created, will
tour the parishes of the archdiocese to help young people trace the life, stories, and mission of these
saints, to make them a source of inspiration. “During this year, we will learn more about these saints,
be inspired by their lives and follow their example”, said the Cardinal who, lighting a candle, declared
the Year of Youth open in the Archdiocese of Karachi. The Commission young people of the
archdiocese will be responsible for all pastoral and evangelization activities at a local level.

As Fides learns, Bishop Samson Shukardin, at the head of the diocese of Hyderabad and head of the
Commission for the laity in the Bishops’ Conference, said: “Pope Francis thinks and prays for the
young people of Pakistan, and we Catholic Bishops in Pakistan are aware of the challenges that young
people in Pakistan are facing. The Catholic Church in Pakistan is fully committed to serving young
people in Pakistan.”

Mgr. Samson further said: “Young people are very important for the Church, we consider them as a
backbone of the Church and we want our young people to be highly qualified, with professional
education and rooted in the Catholic faith”. The Bishop urged priests, nuns, and catechists to make
every possible effort to support young people. And he said: “If we listen to young people, we will be
able to help them and communicate the love of Christ”.
Finally, the Bishop invited the young people “to come forward and take on their responsibilities to
serve the Church, attend training programs and discern their vocations to consecrated life, to
priesthood or to married life”, always remembering that they are “baptized and for this reason
missionaries.”

The Catholic Church in Pakistan announced the Year of Youth with a celebration held on November
16 in the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Lahore. All the bishops of Pakistan announced the event in front
of an assembly of over a thousand faithful, especially young people who came from all the dioceses.
In each diocese, specific youth pastoral activities are planned as well as the proclamation of the
Christian faith.

15 January 2020: Supreme Court of India will Examine Appeal in Favor of Christian Dalits

The Supreme Court of India will examine the appeal filed which calls for equal treatment and
opportunities for Christian Dalits in Indian legislation, considered “discriminatory with respect to
religion”, reported Fides News Agency. The appeal challenges paragraph three of the 1950
Constitutional Order which excludes Dalits from “Scheduled castes™ status, cutting them out, only
because of their religion, from measures that promote education and economic, social and cultural
development. The appeal, presented by the National Council of Dalit Christians (NCDC), asks the
Supreme Court that the quotas reserved for Dalits be made “neutral with respect to religion™.




About 14 Christian groups, including the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, supported the
appeal, presenting a petition to the Court asking to include Christian Dalits in the measures reserved
for Dalits of other faiths, for access to employment in the government and education. The Supreme
Court agreed to examine the reasons behind the appeal.

Dalits are members of the lower social group of the ancient Hindu caste system. The 1950 Order
guarantees them some rights and “reserved quotas™ in the world of work and education, to allow them
to have a better standard of living. So far these rights have been granted to Hindus, Sikhs, and
Buddhists, but denied to Christians and Muslims.

According to the appeal, “the third paragraph of the 1950 Constitutional Order violates the
fundamental right to equality, religious freedom and non-discrimination”. The NCDC states that
“religious conversion does not change social exclusion. The caste hierarchy continues to remain
strong even for Christian Dalits”. The text of the appeal, sent to Fides, observes: “It is necessary to
extend the status of Caste recognized to Christian Dalits, offering them scholarships, job
opportunities, welfare measures, the possibility of being elected to the ‘panchayat’ (the Village
Councils), in state-level legislative assemblies, up to Parliament and to take advantage of the legal
protection guaranteed by the Casted Scheded and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention) of Atrocities Act, of
1989 amended in the year 2018 *.

“For decades, we have been promoting equality of rights for Dalit Christians at different levels, and
now we hope that this battle will have a positive outcome”, Raj Kumar, a Dalit rights activist, told
Fides.

There are about 20 million Dalit Christians and they represent 75 percent of the total Christian
population of India. In the entire nation of India, about 16.6 percent of the total population is made up
of Dalits, of various religious faiths.

21 January 2020: Pakistan: Case of 14-Year-Old Huma Younus: Next Court Hearing Scheduled for February
3

A potentially historic development may be about to happen in the case of Huma Younus, and by
implication, of all Christian girls abducted and forcibly converted to Islam in Pakistan. As reported to
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) last week (on January 16) by Tabassum Yousaf, the lawyer
representing this 14-year-old Catholic girl, the two judges of the High Court of Sindh province,
Muhammad Igbal Kalhoro and Irshad Ali Shah, have instructed the police officer in charge of the
investigation to present Huma in court at the next hearing, which is scheduled for 3 February this
year.

If this does in fact happen, it will be the first time ever that a victim of forced conversion will be
permitted to give evidence in court. The case of this young girl, who was abducted on 10 October last
year, has already witnessed two important firsts: it is the first case of forced conversion and forced
marriage ever to come before the Pakistani High Court and it is the first time that the Child Marriage
Restraint Act has been cited in court. This is a law banning marriage with minors, which was
introduced in 2014 in Sindh province but has so far never been applied. “Until now no family has ever
succeeded in seeking justice, because the Christians are poor and poorly educated and cannot afford
to pay for legal assistance,” Ms. Yousaf explained.




Nonetheless, it will not be easy to restore Huma to her parents’ home, not least on account of the
corruption of the police and their connivance with her abductors. “Just this morning, in court”, her
lawyer reported, “the officer in charge of the investigation, Akhtar Hussain, reported that on 9
January Huma had been brought before the court of first instance in order to sign a declaration stating
that she was an adult. Neither I nor her parents had been informed, and such procedures could not
take place in the absence of both parties. So it is clear that the police are helping her abductor.”

If her Muslim abductor, Abdul Jabbar, persists in maintaining verbally that the girl is of adult age, the
parents of Huma, on the other hand, have been able to provide the court with two documents attesting
to the fact that she is still a minor — one is a testimony from her school and the other is her baptismal
certificate, issued by the Catholic parish of Saint James in Karachi. Both documents state the date of
Huma’s birth, namely 22 May 2005.

While awaiting the forthcoming court hearing, Huma’s parents have issued yet another heartfelt
appeal, via ACN: “We appeal to the international community and to the major international media, we
appeal to you to raise your voices in defense of Huma. Our daughter is just 14 years old. If you had a
14-year-old daughter who was going through all these things, what would you do? How much would
you be suffering? Please think of our child as though she were your own daughter. Please help us!”




Christmas Celebration with the Religious in Bishop’s House (23.12.2019)
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Golden Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Rupert Arulvalan in Periathalai (27.12.2019)
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Meeting Senior Fathers in St. Francis Xavier Home, Tuticorin (02.01.2020)

First Friday Felicitation in Alanthalai (03.01.2020)
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New Year Celebrations in St. Thomas College of Ed

ucation, Tuticorin (04.01.2020)
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Pastoral Visit in Nagalapuram (13.01.2020)




Bishop Meeting the Participants of Marriage Preparation Class in Laity Centre
(15.01.2020)




Ash \ednesday (26.02.2020)

“By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
bread, until you return to the ground, because out
of it were you taken. For dust you are, and to dust

you shall return.”

Genesis 3:19




