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SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God

“Never be afraid of loving
the Blessed Virgin too much.

You can never love her
more than Jesus did.”

St. Maximilian Kolby

“As the mother knows the needs better than the babe,
so the blessed mother understands our cries and worries
and knows them better than we know ourselves,”

Fulton §. Steen

Inter Nos wishes all the readers a very
Happy and Grace-filled New Year 2020.

May the spirit of New Year fill all of us
with the joy and peace of Infant Jesus.




|. HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH
Prayer intention for World Peace: Promotion of World Peace. We pray that Christians, followers
of other religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world.

Il. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers

Greetings to all

Although this information suffers procrastination it is recorded now because
of its seriousness and importance.

On 29" October 2019

The 'Extraordinary Mission Month' celebrated by the diocese at the behest of Pope Francis, at Uvari
had the distinction of a historical event in our Diocese. The event was systematically arranged by
Rev.Fr.Mahizhan (Secretary for the Commission for Evangelization) and his group.
Rev.Fr.Mahizhan and his companions chose the remote places to proclaim the Word to the people
living there. It was well received.

The event that took place in Uvari was marked by liturgical celebration of the mass, Presided by the
Bishop together with more than 40 priests and more than five thousand faithful, and thereafter a
sumptuous meal was prepared by Rev.Fr.Dominic and the Uvari Shrine committee.

The people of Uvari were very generous to sponsor everything with no hesitation. Cheers and kudos
to them. I place in record, my gratitude to the entire team of Fathers and people in Uvari and in our
Diocese.

I thank whole heartedly Rev.Fr. Reynold J. Missier and the parishioners of Rathnapuram, who
received me well on 1% December 2019 to celebrate confirmation to the young people there. The
celebration went on well with spirit of happiness and peace. Although the ground was inundated the
people defied all the odds and participated in the mass well.

The Xavierpuram, new parish was officially erected on 2" December 2019. Rev.Fr.Amalan and the
first parish priest Fr.Francis Christuraja have taken efforts to prepare the people well to make the
event an extraordinary one. Thanks to the Fathers and the parishioners.

I thank Fr.Kishok and the people of Punnaikayal for conducting the feast of St.Xavier in a
meaningful way. That day was a unique experience for me.

On 5™ December 2019

Sivagalai Parambu, sub-station of Eral Othasai Matha parish witnessed an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. This sub-station once abandoned, now has a new face with the help of a prayer group headed
by Mr.Gracius of Fatima Nagar; it is said that they would develop this place into a community of




prayer. The group has no fear to challenge all the negative conditions, for they have great trust in
God.

Do you know collection is made neither during the mass nor during the prayer meeting? God's word
is proclaimed free of cost, which is something unique.

A big thanks to Rev.Fr.Savarimuthu, Parish Priest of Eral for his initiative, in this regard.
On 13" December 2019

The Lucia Centre conducted 9 marriages for the differently abled couples. The celebration of the
Holy Eucharist there, instilled in me a new experience. | thank Rev.Fr.Gracius, the donors and
cooperators for having organized this event remarkably well. It was a great witness to the love of
God and our option for the poor. May nothing stop such celebrations.

On 15" December 2019

The Commission for Laity, animated by Rev. Frs.Benzigar Lution and Mariadoss gathered the
Silver and Golden Jubilee couples in the parish church of Caldwell Colony to thank the Lord for
gift of this sacrament, to tell them that they are the wealth of the Church and she recognizes them.
There were nearly 120 couples. Rev. Fr.William Santhanam is also appreciated for his co-operation.

On 16", 17" and 18" December 2019

The TMSSS, St.Joseph's Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram, Good News Centre, Divine Retreat
Centre, Mangalagiri and the Holy Cross institute for mentally retarded children have conducted the
Christmas celebrations in this season of Advent.

I understood, through these celebrations, that the Church always has love for the poor, the people in
distress and abandoned children God's love touches all, through these institutes. | thank all the
directors and the responsibles.

On 19" December 2019

Rev.Fr.Starwin organized a Christmas celebration for all the co-workers in Good News Centre and
Rev.Fr.Mahizhan in Retreat Centre, conducted the same for all the people who come there. All had
smile in their faces.

On 20" December 2019

The performance of the seminarians in the LFS during Christmas celebration was unbelievably
good. Their oratory skills, dances and dramas entertained the audience for an hour and a half. |
thank Rev.Fr.Meris and the staff for training the students well.

On 21° December 2019

Virapandianpattanam celebrated the feast of St. Thomas, its patron and the mass was presided by the
Bishop at 5.15 a.m. In spite of the inclement weather people came in large number. | appreciate
Rev.Fr.Kirupakaran and Rev.Fr.VValan Sundar, the sisters and parishioners for their co-operation
and their contribution for education.




On 22" December 2019

The parish of Kallikulam saw silver and Golden Jubilarian couples assembled in its magnificent
church to remind themselves of their commitment to each other. It was a joyous occasion. Once
again | thank Frs.Benzigar Lution and Mariadoss. | cannot forget the wonderful preparation devised
by Frs.Jerald Ravi and Paulraj and Dr.Anand and his collegues to make this event a success.

On the same day | together with Msgr.Panneerselvam gave confirmation to 302 young students and
adults in Anakarai parish. | appreciate Fr.Joseph Stalin for, he has taken sincere efforts to organize
this remarkable event well.

Year of Youth

The upcoming year 2020 is an important year for us, as we celebrate two important events, one
regional, the other diocesan.

The TNBC has already decided to honour the youth and they want to facilitate new thinking on
youth in the light of "Christus vivit" gifted to the church by Pope Francis.

The Pope starts his encyclical with revolutionary thought that 'Jesus is eternally young'. According
to him "Youth is a original and stimulating stage of life'. Jesus experienced it and sanctified it.
Whatever Jesus touches becomes young, new and attains its fullness.

Youth have their own problems, they find a change in their body, in their heart and they are to face
the challenges that come from economic and social changes. They are in search of the meaning of
their life. They need to make decisions for their future, their job and their life partner.

Youth is a time of discoveries; he discovers in himself his strength, his desire, his characteristics,
his tenacity to overcome or yield to temptations.

He needs guidance, light and advice. The Church, the society, the family, the friends have a lot of
influence over him.

It is our duty, that we the priests devote time for them, understand them, be with them in their
agitation and frailties, and guide them.

Family

Our Diocese does a lot to the families like, preparing the young for their marriage, then
accompanying them in their initial stages of 10 tol5 years and conducting 'Family Enrichment
Programmes' for the matured couples, which would help them to understand the life partner well
and have smooth and peaceful relationship.

We need to work on these two agendas. Further, the families would be happy, if the priests visit and
converse with them.

I appeal to you to cooperate with the 'Family Commission' and others when they approach you for
your help.

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin




BISHOP’S PROGRAMME:

Programme of the Bishop for January 2020

Date Time Day Programme
1 8.00 a.m. Wed | Mass at O.L.S, Tuticorin
2 7.00 a.m. Thu | Mass at Thomaiarpuram, Feast of St. Stephen
3 11. 00 a.m. Fri Mass at Alanthalai
4 6.00 p.m. Sat Divine Retreat Centre, Mangalagiri
6.30 a.m. Sun | Feast Mass in Keela Manakudy
5
6.30 p.m. Vespers at Kuthankuli
6 10.00 a.m. Mon | Blessing of the building, Sacred Heart Hospital
7 3.30 p.m. Tue | Diocesan Finance Committee Meeting
10.50 a.m. Wed | Education Board meeting
8
3.30 p.m. Meeting of the Consulters
9 10.00a.m — Thu Classes for the New Parish Priests at Bishop’s House
4.00 pm
10 7.00 a.m. Fri L.F.S., Tuticorin
11 8.30 a.m. Sat Mass at St. Mary's, Tuticorin
12 11.00 a.m. Sun General Body meeting of SC/ST Commission at Mukthiudaian
13-14 Mon- b astoral visit, Nagalapuram
Tue
15 7.00 a.m Wed | Mass at Caldwell Colony
16 | 10.30 a.m. Thu | Emmaus Centre
17 Fri Private
18 10.00 a.m. Sat Meeting of Centenary celebration
20 10.00 a.m. Mon | Meeting of Commissions
21-22 \-/r\l;:(; Mid-term meeting of TNBC - Thuckalay
22 9.30 p.m. Wed | Vespers at Pothakalanvilai
23 5.00 a.m. Thu | Feast Mass at Pothakalanvilai
24-25 g;‘t Feast Mass in Ramachandra Nagar, Diocese of Chingleput
25 5.30 p.m. Sat St. Joseph's Matriculation School, Pudukottai
26 7.00 a.m. Sun | Confirmation - Periathalai
27 Mon | Private
28 6.00 p.m. Tue | Uvari, Flag hoisting
29 10.00 a.m. Wed | Programme Velankanni
31 4.30 p.m. Fri Annual day, Mary Immaculate Matric School, Sathankulam




IV. AD MULTOS ANNOS!

On your Ordination Anniversary Day

Rev. Fr. Jaya Sheelan OFM (Cap)
Rev. Fr. Peter Arputharaj CM
Rev. Fr. James Victor

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Best wishes to you on your Birthday

Rev. Fr. Arockiadoss V.

Rev. Fr. Anto Manoj Kumar
Rev. Fr. Stephen Fernando D.
Rev. Fr. William Santhanam
Rev. Fr. Saleth Jerald T.

Rev. Fr. Antony Jebastin Ruban
Rev. Fr. Marcel Lincold SDB
Rev. Fr. Ravindran S. Fernando
Rev. Fr. Xavier Kingston A.
Rev. Fr. Jose Emmanuel Deo
Rev. Fr. Shibaker A.

Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution

Rev. Fr. Selvarathnam

VI. DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Rev. Fr. John Xavier Fernando
Rev. Fr. Paul Alangaram

Rev. Fr. Antony Thilagaraj
Rev. Fr. Joseph Roche

Rev. Fr. Payapally F.J.

Rev. Fr. Deva Sahayam Fernando
Rev. Fr. V. Irudayaraj

Rev. Fr. Santhana Marian

Rev. Fr. T. Michael

Rev. Fr. K. Arulsamy

Rev. Fr. A. Antony

VII. NOTIFICATION FROM DIOCESAN CURIA

1. From Chancellor’s Office:

a) Monthly Recollection :

05.01.2013
05.01.2014
31.01.1977

04.01.1964
06.01.1987
10.01.1947
10.01.1966
10.01.1978
16.01.1988
22.01.1963
22.01.1974
23.01.1987
26.01.1986
26.01.1988
28.01.1980
28.01.1981

01.01.1991
07.01.1996
09.01.1996
10.01.1964
10.01.1978
10.01.1986
10.01.2012
11.01.1951
14.01.1951
15.01.1963
19.01.2000
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Monthly recollection for the month of January 2020 will be held at the Vicariate level as per the

following schedule:

S.No. Date Day Vicariate
1 07.01.2020 Tuesday Manapad
2 07.01.2020 Tuesday Tuticorin
3 07.01.2020 Tuesday Kurukkuchalai




* There will be a Common Recollection for the Vicariates of Vadakkankulam and
Sathankulam on 07.01.2020 Tuesday. The Venue will be informed by the respective Vicar

Forane.

b) Monthly Holidays :

Please note that the Diocesan Offices will remain closed on the following days:

01.01.2020 & 02.01.2020 (Wednesday & Thursday) - New Year
15.01.2020 to 17.01.2020 (Wednesday - Friday) - Pongal
26.01.2020 (Sunday) - Republic day

c) Mass for Opus Securitatis

All the Priests are requested to celebrate 5 Masses for the intention of the Bishop (Opus

Securitatis).

d) Reminder regarding Annual Statistics for the Year 2019

Rev. Fathers are requested to prepare the annual statistical data for the parish and institutions for the
year 2019. Kindly fill in the forms and send one copy to the Chancellor’s office before the end of

January, 2020, keeping the other in the parish/institution file.

e) Reminder to Parish Priests:
1. On New PAN to Diocesan Accounts:

The diocesan account has a new PAN card (AAEAT5963A). Hence, Rev. Fathers are

requested to quote the new PAN card in future transactions.
2. Parish Priests on Mass receipts:

The mass receipt-books are printed and are available at the Procurator’s Office. Once a
receipt book is fully used, the counterfoil has to be handed over to the Procurator when

accounts are settled every month.

2. From the Office of the Financial Administrator :

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Brotherly Greetings to you!

Rev. Fr. Norbert Thomas
Chancellor

Kindly remit the special collections made to the Procurator office, if you have not yet done so,

before the 31st of January 2020.

e Parish Contribution:

Azhagappapuram for Oct & Nov 2019

30000

Pazhayakayal for Dec 2019

2500

Sathankulam for Dec 2019

3000

Tuticorin, Caldwell Colony Parish for Nov 2019

1000

Tuticorin, Charles' Parish for Nov 2019

5000

Tuticorin, Cruzpuram for Aug to Nov 2019

20000

Tuticorin, Fatima Nagar Parish for Dec 2019

3000

Tuticorin, State Bank Colony for Nov 2019

10000

V.Patnam for Oct & Nov 2019

10000

Vadakkankulam for Oct 2019

20000

Total

104500




e Shrine Contribution:

Kavalkinaru for Nov 2019 30000
Pothakalanvilai for Nov 2019 15000
St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for Nov 2019 25000
St.Antony,s Shrine , Thappathi for Nov 2019 2000
T.Kallikulam for Oct & Nov 2019 6000
Tuticorin, St. Antony's Shrine for Oct to Dec 2019 75000
Tuticorin , OLS,Shrine for Nov 2019 30000
Tuticorin, St. Jude's Shrine for March 2018 to Dec 2019 100000
Vallioor for Oct & Nov 2019 20000

Total 303000

VIIl. INFORMATION FROM COMMISSIONS:

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator
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1. pBoFUg BBUSHEIBHSI. -

goaufl oMU UMISHILLID - 2020

Cxa) &lpemLp L6l 61T

I LG0T Ussmemib el Gpms

2. alwmpsit | UbsTeni® ellBpsns

3 Gleweiterl BBOFUISH BB LenlwTenTaehdbaTen SHmiued & gl LD
g eNlevdE FmU FhHIUL, HHMEUHGEMLD.

5. epmuimi @bTUINDI DMBEHBELNT LITTeneuUTL 60

6. BHMBIGH6IT UT60T  DIeN6)  HeuTHBMerllILITONTE6T Fnl LD, eusTelluyT (sulL6mel LD.6)L L LD)
FlpeuGeurfl  LisiTeMNB6IT Y6001 TUl6)

CF6isuTUl | DIHEITLIENNHE (PHHEM QBRSNS dnl LD, HpWIT ER6060LD
L8601 LITeVT Siemed LOMHTH, 236UTHSEST (LO6WILILT(H LosHMeUL L D)

QFTesHGIQUIMmBLIL LsiTelaeT 6L mule)]

9. QIWITLOEN | LIT6OTDI6N6N SHeoTbMemiLILITONT dnl LD, FTHIHTNGHND (FTHBHTEONG6ND LD.6))
FTHBHTONGENMD LisTelldbel SLemTL_mule)]

10. Geusiterl uUTeOT Siemed LOMHTH, BBOFUISH BBOUD (HTHHIEGSY LOHBEUL L D)

11. Fodl LIGOFIDUI 2 _eDIWITL 6D edBll GQuThissy eilpr, BBOFUIS HHeID

12. @IS ebTUINmI LoeMBEHBELAI  LITTensuUTL 6D

14. Qasueuruy | Gundl - oipad lBEpems

15. L& 60 QuTmIEsL SNBLPEHB

16. elwmpsst | Qumhissy elBH(Lpenms

17. Geusiteril LoBEHBHEVN CUTL 198561, GLITHH BTV em6IT

18. Fodl LOEMBLOTIL L BIBBT0IH ellpTd dnl LD

19. @IS ebTUImI eBEHBeATL LITTensuUTL 6D

20. FHBISH6IT Fflevser @etiliyd gl LD, BBOFUILH HBHeUD

21. QFsuaurul | LITeLT Siswel LOTHTH, GUETEMULT (QIL&EH6iTEG6ND DeNMEIL L D)




SIPSLIULTLD, HHEPsVBST LisTeNaer SemrLmule)]
22. LIGH60T BT HademITUTLD LisTellae 6w mule)
23. QIWITDEST | LIT6OT Siewed oTBTH, FTHBHTRIGH6NMD (FTHBHTNGHND LoenBaIl L D)
24. Geusiteril LTeOT Siemed MBITH, GUBISGFFTN (GBISGHFFTEN0 LONMEUL L LD)
25. Feull LomBEHH60a] NPT, SHTET(LPSHHIHBIT
26. @ebTuiml GQWIgE BIeT, & BB
28. QFsueurul | GougdwitaeT DHeTFCHTHMH6T OTHHFL L 1D

2. QurgiBleneouleri LiewWwIS S5 60 hbHSI:

Curgipeneoulent LSS LD - Fereufl 2020

Simluenl. T. eoLmiTeler
Q&Fweoir, BBOFUIZ HBHEILD

IBT6IT uewmilailuyLb ®L b
02.01.2020 gmwentd Swimfiiyt uipd) CuITgIB emevUT ot
03.01.2020 UenlWSBID HTHSHIHESI9
04.01.2020 SIGILIWRIS6T FHEHIIL 2 L@y SHeneLILmiGHBH6N
05.01.2020 G®U suenTeumpalt Luiid] QuUITgHIBlemevT 6T

LRI WSBLD SHTHHIHSHIQ
05.01.2020 GBISSGFFTEN60 MM L Hev6au 6w 60 ( GeulbuimiT
wHwb 2.30 | grw opell, yellgd Comenowiit, Guilwgmiygib, Goubun - Yeols
-5 SpeneulilmT, Fls@end) Siediu GxpTemowmT LIkIG
L6 6w QUTBILILTENTHEHEHSTR DLW L1oTSH FBLiLs
EIGEEDEE)
06 — 08. GBU  BHeolILemlb@H (D eI (BTl L LD Gamuwiby ST
01.2020
10.01.2020 Sl ilwmiseied Uk Guuitiliuemld@) allendsd CFTHHGIQUIN(HLIL
12.01.2020 SHmpiueiuled umig Guuitiyl ueldaG allendasd S|6N 60T SHEM]
DIML_BHBHEVITLJLD
Sl ilwmiseied Uk Guuitiliuemld@) allendsid SD|6N 6T HHM
Sl lwmiseied Uk Guuitiliuemld@) allendsd SIWLHSHEOTLTLD
12.01.2020 &®WU  euenTeumbeyll LulBe UTSHSIOT SIJRISLD -
QUGITEIIULLT
wflwruier Cxemer O&mOHAWS Fnl LD ST B606VID -
BMHSHHG19
7.01.2020 S iwmsefed Lmig GCuuiliyliuelagp allendasd SN HEUTLTLD
18.01.2020 SmwentdSwmmigl uuipdl FHengwssialener
19.01.2020
umlg Guuilitiuenia@gep CaiTged )|61)600T b B 6]
19.01.2020 &®WU  euenTeumbeyll LulBe QuITgIm emevUT ot
LUeniWESLD - SHTHBHIEGSHIQ
SHplineduiled umig Guuitiliueais@ap allendsld LDEMGVULIGHT(GH6TTLD
20,21,24 - Sl lwmseled Lmig GCuuwililiuelagp allendad SMHABBT LG
01.2020
22.01.2020 G®BU suenTeumpa|ll Luiid] QUTHSHHBMTeV6T  ailener
25.01.2020 Sl Qurptiumenitaer LUNBS grwael Gsmuied -
LOGUOTLILIT(H
umg Guuililiueiagrp CaiTgHed LDEM6VUIGHT(G)6ITLD
26.01.2020 BTeL([H6RIELHTEV6N
&®BWU eueniTeumbeyll LulBe HHFOFHBHIT - 23eunbHT
27, 28, 31 umig Guuililiueiagry CsHTsHeo SMHAHBST LMIG
.01.2020




GOGwU euenaumbeyt LuiBA — Femeufl 2020

06.01.2020 - CurgiplensouilenT LemlWSBD - HTHHHSQ

13.01.2020 - YUeolld UTHAHIOT H(heHHev eUeTTHID - euelTeriuyT
20.01.2020 - CQurgiBleneouilenT LelWSBD - HTHHHSQ

22.01.2020 - F(HBSHOWTEWT LOTHT H(hGHHeVID - OLITSHSHDH BTV 6m6r
27.01.2020 - yeoisd Sletenmeir Gsmuiled - HmFOFHSHIT, feum BT
uuwIBgd Gmy : &Ten60 9.30 6wl (H&H6L LOTEN6V 5 LD6WI U

eoily  : Qbs uuiBuled HHWwse CuB allbUD GWhbamsuier CUBGBTT SmeubLD
Bmenihgkl UGG Gup Geuswipd. OHTLTYSEG : 94 87 85 28 08
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1. uewmfl. QFebeu gnitey - M. FGauflwniyyd - yelsd SIHGHTewIWTT GHTuled LIMIS60
enmLomeUl L Oppl(penpaefaiiy (pHed (WHeomd UmiE Guuitiyliuenisd@ ) o (Heums
arGauBUd @SHSHIMWIILD (WPwBFud CFUIEH 2aEHPLIQEITT. SIOUHBGSD @HHIMIPLIL]
BeLSIWL BenBLOSHEHHGLD HEIMSISHE. . ..

2. uewnl. FCxad FHAWT — HHFOFHSHMT - SauThST LEISeL UBIF Guuill uenfldbameod
Benpe GUBBHTEL UHw Lmig umg Guuiliyliuemis@pmel o (hauTddll @SHHIemnLpLiL
BLBHWSBETE DlUHHGSD DMMBLOEDHEHHGHLD HSINSISHEIT. . .

Seniw wrgb - Fereufl 2020

BFH S lwusHed Sfledgd  aumPHmIT elB  mwwd HHSCHTG BHH MG e
LTHSHmSEF Fpllss  Sps S@lwl  umisEgly Sy  alGsSalerens. SFHBeTer
&aUOIm 19He, U’ (s GBILLS6T @6albeuTh LURSBGSL Dl meudbsliul BHeTendl. o5Ga
SHTHIB6T QUM(HEDH6Ten alHHHe0 Sl THHMHF FABlilss SiaLLear Csl (HaHosmensGpmLb.

SimLUenl. QUeTFST TF6T
QusGBT, GuTgIBleneoullei LiswiuwsLD

3. pBOFUIE SMfelly LBBID DIGHOSTMLL Lo HE6N, Igamealet Gird gHwimer Gevevld:

el 1THID QFUIF  QIPHIGLIOITSEIT

BIT6IT QFulg) eulpHIGLIeNT
02.01.2020 eflwimipedr oimluan. OeGyrdlar, @imruend. C. Gaefuwir
09.01.2020 elwimipedr FCxHT. FmIervel
16.01.2020 ewimipedt FC@sm. Y CrmrdhaluiFmd
23.01.2020 euimipsdt SIBL_Liewll. @LomT gregm
30.01.2020 euimipsdt FCxm1. QymLieiTerdL 68

BOFUI el
[BT6iT @ 1b @Cmiyid
23.01.2020 | GFaib&HITUIHSHT60 remsv 6 1ewll (1pHe0 @6y 8.30 oewil eleM]
24.01.2020 | GFaib&HITUIHSHT60 remsv 6 1ewll (1pHe0 @6y 8.30 oewil eleMT

25.01.2020 | #barioewll LTeN6Y 6 ewil (LHev @] 9.00 oswil 6uen]
26.01.2020 | LFFailenen &memev 10 16wl (1pHsv 1omemsv 4.00 1oewll elemy

SImeiTLIeRl. enLdbaSI6i Loasllp6dT,
Qgweor, BBOFWILH nfleNliy BBID DAGHHRICBTEDL LI LiswTdE) LD aH6I
RQuis&BT, 19emelst Gord gHuimer E6eLsVID, LOHIGES!T




4. @emenGuimit LIS HH I MHHS!:

HIHBIHEGL WwensLoTall L. QensnehT Uswiwsd, TMSSS euenmad, HTHHIHGI
Feoteufl 2020 uUewiGHHIL L LD

[BIT6IT UBIGSHSHEND - QRemeNGhiT FhILIL]
05.01.2020 | MW GWHMSH OHIFDOTEN Seoulld, FHEFervLTiD
12.01.2020 | &TUI IOV i6I6N6NT  S60WID, (p.GamL BiT
19.01.2020 | &rwl I06d DTN PEVUID, DS BT
26.01.2020 | 2 v @I FHT eoulld, FHewguwlsiaiensr

@QemenehiT eWI® 2020 FHAplLy CFwedLITHESSIT

01.01.2020 @pTWB@BIGS M - QemenehT PG Hieusbs allpr 2020
SIMNGHSH LURIGHQID SN Geully ReneehT < 6uwienL. OBTERILT{HEH60

05.01.2020 ETUIBDIGIPMD - FTHHSGIY OB L ReneNEhT Y6WIB Hieubs eipr 2020
B@ID Cummhissd alpr  FHply OCsTeRILTLLD - eofeurd SPESD “HOWWT OCF6OsID LTS
CeusduId LTEHWT? &Pl LTEHSHUWIT?

@b : grw Wymeidlery FCeuflwinit CsefemsvliLieiiel, HITHHIHGSI9

Cmyb : ®mewev 10.00 6wl (PGH6eL G HWID 2.00 6wl D]

12.01.2020 @MUIBBIGHIEMID - GBISSGFFTE6V EnBEUL L REn6NEhT YWIBH Hloubs alpr 2020
B@pId  Gummissd alpr Hply OCsTeRiLT LD - eofleurd SPEISD “HOWPT CFONID LTS
CeusduId LITEHHWT? 6P LITenHWIT?

@b : HTw HTTGEL DIETTMEN PEVUID, GHHISEGHFFTEN60

Cmyb : ®mewev 10.00 6wl (PGH6eL G HWID 2.00 6wl D]

19.01.2020 ETUIBBIGSIPEND - LEWILLUTH Bl L Ren6nehT WG GHloubs eallpr 2020
BEpId Gummissd alipr Hply OCsTeRILTLLD - eofeurd SPRISD “HOWPT CFOID UTMS
CeusduId LTeHWT? &i(pld LTEHSHUWIT?

LD : HTW IHENTT PeOWILD, e36uT BB, HHFOFHSHTT

Cmyb : ®mewev 10.00 6wl (PGH6eL GHWID 2.00 6wl e

26.01.2020 @pmWIBpIESIPMD - FTHSTEIGOND LOmBEUL L SHM6NEhT YWB Sloudssd elpr 2020
BEpId Gummissd alpr Hply OCsTeRILTLLD - eofeurd SPRISD “HOWPT CFONID UTENS
Geusbauid LTedHWIT? eiapld LTeNGHWIT?

@b wflwrefler TFBB HEH BHSW PEOWID, FTHBHTENG6NLD

Cpyb : smewev 10.00 Wi (PGH6eL L HWID 2.00 Lo6wil 6]

HIHBHIEGY OMHBLOTOIL L. HTW SRHMS CHTFTel SemenehT QPuibsd B
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Dear Fathers in Christ,

According to the pastoral handbook of our diocese, the major seminarians will have 20 days
of commission work, 20 days of ministry (pastoral camp) and 20 days of home holidays during their
summer vacation. So to fulfil these requirements, every major seminarian has to spend 25 days in a
parish of our Diocese (Including Easter Ministry). Two seminarians (One student of Theology and
One student of Philosophy) are to be sent together to a parish for their formation from 28" of March
2020 (Saturday) to 26" of April 2020 (Sunday). You are warmly welcome to make request to the
vocation promoter for brothers to serve in your parish. If you receive them, it would be of a great
help towards the formation of our brothers in our diocese. Let us join together and form our own
seminarians.

Yours in Christ
Rev. Fr Meris Leo
Rector, Little Flower Seminary
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X.  Pope’s Message for World Day of Peace:
12 December 2019:

PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE: DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION AND
ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION

1. Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial

Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and the aspiration of the entire human
family. As a human attitude, our hope for peace is marked by an existential tension that makes it
possible for the present, with all its difficulties, to be “lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal,
if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey”.
Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles seem
insurmountable.

Our human community bears, in its memory and its flesh, the scars of ever more devastating wars
and conflicts that affect especially the poor and the vulnerable. Entire nations find it difficult to
break free of the chains of exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even today,
dignity, physical integrity, freedom, including religious freedom, communal solidarity and hope in
the future are denied to great numbers of men and women, young and old. Many are the innocent
victims of painful humiliation and exclusion, sorrow and injustice, to say nothing of the trauma
born of systematic attacks on their people and their loved ones.

The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often aggravated by ruthless acts of
violence, have an enduring effect on the body and soul of humanity. Every war is a form of
fratricide that destroys the human family’s innate vocation to brotherhood.

War, as we know, often begins with the inability to accept the diversity of others, which then fosters
attitudes of aggrandizement and domination born of selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire to
caricature, exclude and even destroy the other. War is fueled by a perversion of relationships, by
hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and by seeing diversity as an obstacle.
And these, in turn, are aggravated by the experience of war.

As | observed during my recent Apostolic Journey to Japan, our world is paradoxically marked by
“a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and ensure stability and peace through a false sense of
security sustained by a mentality of fear and mistrust, one that ends up poisoning relationships
between peoples and obstructing any form of dialogue. Peace and international stability are
incompatible with attempts to build upon the fear of mutual destruction or the threat of total
annihilation. They can be achieved only on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and cooperation
in the service of a future shaped by interdependence and shared responsibility in the whole human
family of today and tomorrow”.

Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw into their own safety zone.
Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and increase the risk of violence, creating a vicious circle
that can never lead to a relationship of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the illusion
of security.




We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world through the fear of annihilation, in a volatile
situation, suspended on the brink of a nuclear abyss and enclosed behind walls of indifference. As a
result, social and economic decisions are being made that lead to tragic situations where human
beings and creation itself are discarded rather than protected and preserved. How, then, do we
undertake a journey of peace and mutual respect? How do we break the unhealthy mentality of
threats and fear? How do we break the current dynamic of distrust?

We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin from God and exercised in
dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for peace lies deep within the human heart, and we should not
resign ourselves to seeking anything less than this.

2. Peace, a journey of listening based on memory, solidarity and fraternity

The Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are among
those who currently keep alive the flame of collective conscience, bearing witness to succeeding
generations to the horror of what happened in August 1945 and the unspeakable sufferings that have
continued to the present time. Their testimony awakens and preserves the memory of the victims, so
that the conscience of humanity may rise up in the face of every desire for dominance and
destruction. “We cannot allow present and future generations to lose the memory of what happened
here. It is a memory that ensures and encourages the building of a more fair and fraternal future”.

Like the Hibakusha, many people in today’s world are working to ensure that future generations
will preserve the memory of past events, not only in order to prevent the same errors or illusions
from recurring, but also to enable memory, as the fruit of experience, to serve as the basis and
inspiration for present and future decisions to promote peace.

What is more, memory is the horizon of hope. Many times, in the darkness of wars and conflicts,
the remembrance of even a small gesture of solidarity received can lead to courageous and even
heroic decisions. It can unleash new energies and kindle new hope in individuals and communities.

Setting out on a journey of peace is a challenge made all the more complex because the interests at
stake in relationships between people, communities and nations, are numerous and conflicting. We
must first appeal to people’s moral conscience and to personal and political will. Peace emerges
from the depths of the human heart and political will must always be renewed, so that new ways can
be found to reconcile and unite individuals and communities.

The world does not need empty words but convinced witnesses, peacemakers who are open to a
dialogue that rejects exclusion or manipulation. In fact, we cannot truly achieve peace without a
convinced dialogue between men and women who seek the truth beyond ideologies and differing
opinions. Peace “must be built up continually”; it is a journey made together in constant pursuit of
the common good, truthfulness and respect for law. Listening to one another can lead to mutual
understanding and esteem, and even to seeing in an enemy the face of a brother or sister.

The peace process thus requires enduring commitment. It is a patient effort to seek truth and justice,
to honour the memory of victims and to open the way, step by step, to a shared hope stronger than
the desire for vengeance. In a state based on law, democracy can be an important paradigm of this
process, provided it is grounded in justice and a commitment to protect the rights of every person,




especially the weak and marginalized, in a constant search for truth. This is a social undertaking, an
ongoing work in which each individual makes his or her contribution responsibly, at every level of
the local, national and global community.

As Saint Paul VI pointed out, these “two aspirations, to equality and to participation, seek to
promote a democratic society... This calls for an education to social life, involving not only the
knowledge of each person’s rights, but also its necessary correlative: the recognition of his or her
duties with regard to others. The sense and practice of duty are themselves conditioned by the
capacity for self-mastery and by the acceptance of responsibility and of the limits placed upon the
freedom of individuals or the groups”.

Divisions within a society, the increase of social inequalities and the refusal to employ the means of
ensuring integral human development endanger the pursuit of the common good. Yet patient efforts
based on the power of the word and of truth can help foster a greater capacity for compassion and
creative solidarity.

In our Christian experience, we constantly remember Christ, who gave his life to reconcile us to one
another (cf. Rom 5:6-11). The Church shares fully in the search for a just social order; she continues
to serve the common good and to nourish the hope for peace by transmitting Christian values and
moral teaching, and by her social and educational works.

3. Peace, a journey of reconciliation in fraternal communion

The Bible, especially in the words of the Prophets, reminds individuals and peoples of God’s
covenant with humanity, which entails renouncing our desire to dominate others and learning to see
one another as persons, sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters. We should never
encapsulate others in what they may have said or done, but value them for the promise that they
embody. Only by choosing the path of respect can we break the spiral of vengeance and set out on
the journey of hope.

We are guided by the Gospel passage that tells of the following conversation between Peter and
Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt 18:21-22).
This path of reconciliation is a summons to discover in the depths of our heart the power of
forgiveness and the capacity to acknowledge one another as brothers and sisters. When we learn to
live in forgiveness, we grow in our capacity to become men and women of peace.

What is true of peace in a social context is also true in the areas of politics and the economy, since
peace permeates every dimension of life in common. There can be no true peace unless we show
ourselves capable of developing a more just economic system. As Pope Benedict XVI said ten years
ago in his Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, “in order to defeat underdevelopment, action is
required not only on improving exchange-based transactions and implanting public welfare
structures, but above all on gradually increasing openness, in a world context, to forms of economic
activity marked by quotas of gratuitousness and communion” (No. 39).

4. Peace, a journey of ecological conversion




“If a mistaken understanding of our own principles has at times led us to justify mistreating nature,
to exercise tyranny over creation, to engage in war, injustice and acts of violence, we believers
should acknowledge that by so doing we were not faithful to the treasures of wisdom which we
have been called to protect and preserve”.

Faced with the consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of respect for our common
home or our abusive exploitation of natural resources — seen only as a source of immediate profit,
regardless of local communities, the common good and nature itself — we are in need of an
ecological conversion. The recent Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region moves us to make a pressing
renewed call for a peaceful relationship between communities and the land, between present and
past, between experience and hope.

This journey of reconciliation also calls for listening and contemplation of the world that God has
given us as a gift to make our common home. Indeed, natural resources, the many forms of life and
the earth itself have been entrusted to us “to till and keep” (Gen 1:15), also for future generations,
through the responsible and active participation of everyone. We need to change the way we think
and see things, and to become more open to encountering others and accepting the gift of creation,
which reflects the beauty and wisdom of its Creator.

All this gives us deeper motivation and a new way to dwell in our common home, to accept our
differences, to respect and celebrate the life that we have received and share, and to seek living
conditions and models of society that favour the continued flourishing of life and the development
of the common good of the entire human family.

The ecological conversion for which we are appealing will lead us to a new way of looking at life,
as we consider the generosity of the Creator who has given us the earth and called us to a share it in
joy and moderation. This conversion must be understood in an integral way, as a transformation of
how we relate to our sisters and brothers, to other living beings, to creation in all its rich variety and
to the Creator who is the origin and source of all life. For Christians, it requires that “the effects of
their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship with the world around them”.

5. “We obtain all that we hope for”

The journey of reconciliation calls for patience and trust. Peace will not be obtained unless it is
hoped for.

In the first place, this means believing in the possibility of peace, believing that others need peace
just as much as we do. Here we can find inspiration in the love that God has for each of us: a love
that is liberating, limitless, gratuitous and tireless.

Fear is frequently a source of conflict. So it is important to overcome our human fears and
acknowledge that we are needy children in the eyes of the One who loves us and awaits us, like the
father of the prodigal son (cf. Lk 15:11-24). The culture of fraternal encounter shatters the culture of
conflict. It makes of every encounter a possibility and a gift of God’s generous love. It leads us
beyond the limits of our narrow horizons and constantly encourages us to a live in a spirit of
universal fraternity, as children of the one heavenly Father.




For the followers of Christ, this journey is likewise sustained by the sacrament of Reconciliation,
given by the Lord for the remission of sins of the baptized. This sacrament of the Church, which
renews individuals and communities, bids us keep our gaze fixed on Jesus, who reconciled “all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20).
It requires us to set aside every act of violence in thought, word and deed, whether against our
neighbours or against God’s creation.

The grace of God our Father is bestowed as unconditional love. Having received his forgiveness in
Christ, we can set out to offer that peace to the men and women of our time. Day by day, the Holy
Spirit prompts in us ways of thinking and speaking that can make us artisans of justice and peace.

May the God of peace bless us and come to our aid.

May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the peoples of the earth, accompany
and sustain us at every step of our journey of reconciliation.

And may all men and women who come into this world experience a life of peace and develop fully
the promise of life and love dwelling in their heart.

News from the Catholic World:

02 December 2019: ‘Cases Are Not Mathematical,” Pope Tells Course Organized by Roman Rota on
Protection of Marriage & Pastoral Care for Suffering Couples

Dear brothers and sisters,

I am pleased to receive you at the end of this course, which | hope will be fruitful for your
preparation and competence. | thank His Excellency Msgr. Pinto, and | thank the speakers who have
transmitted to you theological content and canonical procedures important for couples and for the
life of the Church today.

The theme of the course unites two crucial areas of concern: the protection of marriage and the
pastoral care of wounded couples.

Unconsciously we are immediately attracted by this second aspect, because it is first of all here that
the care and maternal concern of the Church, of yesterday and today, manifests itself in the face of
the different painful situations that a married couple may encounter along its way. Those that have
been demonstrated are types that cannot be treated with a merely bureaucratic, almost mechanical
approach. Rather, it is a matter of entering into the lives of people who suffer and who thirst for
serenity and happiness, both personally and as a couple.

The wounds of marriage today - we know - have many and varied causes: psychological, physical,
environmental, cultural - at times they are provoked by the closing of the human heart to love, by
the sin that touches everyone. | will not dwell on this. | would just like to say that these causes carve
deep and bitter furrows in the hearts of the people involved, bleeding wounds, before which the
Church will never be able to pass by, turning her face the other way.




That is why the Church, when she encounters these realities of wounded couples, first of all weeps
and suffers with them; she approaches with the oil of consolation, to soothe and heal; she wants to
take on board the pain she encounters. And if, then, she strives to be impartial and objective in
seeking the truth of a broken marriage, the Church is never extraneous either humanly or spiritually
to those who suffer. She never manages to be impersonal or cold in the face of these sad and
troubled stories of life. For this reason, even in her canonical and jurisprudential procedures, the
Church always and only seeks the good of the wounded, seeks the truth of their love; she has
nothing in mind other than to sustain their just and desired happiness, which, before being a
personal good to which we all humanly aspire, is a gift that God reserves for His children and that
comes from Him.

That is why every ecclesiastical procedure that faces an injured marriage, and therefore the workers,
the judges, the parties involved, the witnesses, must always first of all entrust themselves to the
Holy Spirit, so that, guided by Him, they may listen with the right criteria, be able to examine,
discern and judge. And this is very important! A case is not something mathematical, simply to see
which reason weighs more than the other. No. There is the Holy Spirit that must guide the case,
always. If the Holy Spirit is not there, what we do is not ecclesial.

The course you took part in also and above all considered the attentive and vigilant care of the
Church so that the marriage of Christian spouses might be what the Lord Jesus wanted it to be.
Saint Paul summed it up by comparing it to the union of Christ with the Church, His body, which
He loves as though she were a bride, with unfailing love, to the point of sacrificing Himself on the
cross (cf. Eph 5:21-33), so that the Father’s will to make the whole of humanity the family of God
may be fulfilled.

And therefore, even if marriage can fill Christian spouses with joy and human and spiritual fullness,
they must never forget that they are called, as individuals and as a couple, to walk always in faith, to
walk in the Church and with the Church, to walk together in the way of holiness. In fact, in the New
Testament Christian marriage is lived as a journey of faith, as the intimate union of the spouses who
are the “pillars” of the domestic Church.

It is from this journey in the Spirit, from His light that warms and satisfies the human heart, that the
precious and indispensable ministry of the spouses in the Church is born, which is increasingly
needed today in our parish and diocesan communities. A ministry originating from the Sacrament; a
missionary ministry that proclaims that Christ is alive and working; a ministry that generously calls
to life new creatures, new children of God.

This Sacrament cannot be improvised. It is necessary to prepare oneself as an engaged couple. It is
not enough for Christian betrothed couples to prepare themselves to become married by achieving a
good integration, in psychological, affective and relational terms and with regard to planning, which
is also necessary for the stability of their future union. They must also nourish and progressively
increase within themselves that specific call to model themselves as Christian spouses. This means
cultivating, within the Christian vocation, the particular vocation to become missionary disciples as
spouses, witnesses of the Gospel in family, working and social life, where the Lord calls them; the
vocation to manifest the beauty of their belonging to Him and to give reason for that “more” of life
and love which is the epiphany in the world of Christian hope offered by Christ. It is the Second




Vatican Council, the Magisterium of the Church, but first of all it is the Word of God that points to
this high apostolic and missionary goal inherent in the Sacrament of Marriage. And it is by looking
at this horizon that engaged couples can grow, nourishing themselves with prayer, with the
Eucharist and Reconciliation, with sincere concern for one another, with dedication to the brothers
they meet.

The married saints Aquila and Priscilla, friends and collaborators of Paul, are a beautiful example of
this vocation to the conjugal apostolate. | dedicated my catechesis to them during the General
Audience on 13 November last.

The Apostle Paul found the disciples Aquila and Priscilla to be precious co-operators, chosen and
called not by him but by the Lord. Thus the bishop, the parish priest, the permanent deacon and his
wife, who prepare engaged couples, must help them to be living and apostolic cells of the parish
communities.

The Church, in her parochial structure, is truly a community of families, called to become, like
Aquila and Priscilla, witnesses of the Gospel in that territory. And here too, it is the Holy Spirit
Who performs this synergy, and therefore the Spirit must be invoked, also for this apostolic process,
which is not easy, but not impossible. | encourage pastors, bishops and priests to promote, support
and accompany this process, so that the Church may be renewed, increasingly becoming a capillary
network of communities of families who are witnesses and missionaries of the Gospel.

10 December 2019: ‘Religion and Medical Ethics’: Inter-Religious Symposium on Palliative Care and Mental
Health

This symposium is dedicated to the role of religion in integral care in the context of medical ethics.
The speakers and participants will analyze the intersection of the focuses of care based on beliefs
and on evidence, highlighting the benefits of inter-disciplinary and inter-religious focuses in the
treatment of the body, mind, and soul.

The symposium was presented today, December 10, 2019, in a press conference which witnessed
the intervention of Monsignor Vincenzo Paglia, President of the Pontifical Academy for Life;
Sultana Afdhal, General Directress of WISH — Qatar, and Kamran Abbasi, Executive Editor of the
British Medical Journal (BMJ) academic partner of the event.

Palliative Care and Mental Health

As Monsignor Paglia pointed out that this event will focus on two sectors of health care: the
palliative care and mental health of the elderly. On one hand, said the Prelate, “we are witnessing
the growing aging of the population; on the other, the spread of a culture of euthanasia, because
terminal patients and persons of advanced age are considered disposable in a world centered on
profit and the economy, and health policies often yield to an accounting mentality.

Nevertheless, in contraposition, he pointed out that “we know well how much palliative care is the
protagonist of recovery of an integral accompaniment of the patient in the context of contemporary
medicine. And we know that we can take care, even when we can no longer cure, balancing a
person’s care with economic budgets.




He also stressed that although men and women need to be accompanied “in a moment of fragility,”
this is even truer when it’s a question of minors, “a very delicate and painful realm: pediatric
palliative care,” given that “when suffering affects minors, children, it affects us even more.”

The Church’s Commitment

On the other hand, the President of the Pontifical Academy for Life, traced the patent commitment
of this organism with the promotion of a culture of palliative care at the level of the Catholic
Church worldwide, through the holding of several Conferences on this subject in Italy and Europe,
with the signing of a Joint Declaration with the Methodist Church in the United States, and with the
signing of a Joint Declaration with Sultana Afdhal in Brazil, Lebanon, and Qatar.

He also referred to a Position Paper on the subject of the end of life and palliative care, signed in the
Vatican on October 28 with representatives of the three Abrahamic religions, and the White Book
on the Promotion and Diffusion of Palliative Care in the World, prepared by an international group
of experts.

Inter-Religious Character

For her part, Sultana Afdhal spoke on the inter-religious nature of this event and the participation of
experts, both of faith and of medicine, something that will “offer an inestimable opportunity to
understand in greater depth the very real ethical dilemma that health professionals face of different
spiritual origins throughout the world, in addressing these very delicate subjects and, yes, difficult
for many of us.”

The President of WISH-Qatar said, “we will all gain something if we learn how other religions
respond to these subjects and, perhaps, we will discover some new focuses to follow, both
medically as well as spiritually.”

“A profound medical inter-religious and inter-disciplinary dialogue on palliative care and the
mental health of the older members in our communities is essential to help to establish a common
terrain. This will help us find more effective ways to bridge the differences in the ethical focuses
based on faith, be they real or perceived,” she added in this same line.

Medical Perspective

For his part, Kamran Abbasi, Executive Co-Editor of BMJ, said that the objective of this
publication in the symposium is “to contribute a medical perspective to these discussions.”

“If we believe we are focused on the patient - as we all believe here -, then we must find a common
basis for a constructive conversation that recognizes that persons’ beliefs play an important and
central role in the taking of decisions on their health,” he said.

At the same time, he pointed out that “in the era of the association of patients it’s important that we
find ways to ascertain that persons of all religions and origins are able to make use of tests and
science to have a long and healthy life,” it being essential “that religious beliefs and evidence work
in harmony to help patients and their families to face these complex challenges.”




17 December 2019: Rescript of Pope Francis to Introduce Some Amendments to “Normae de gravioribus
delictis”

Pope Francis, in the audience granted to the undersigned Cardinal Secretary of State and the
undersigned Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on 4 October 2019,
has decided to introduce the following amendments to the “Normae de gravioribus
delictis " reserved to the judgement of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in accordance
with the Motu proprio of Saint John Paul Il “Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela” (30 April 2001),
as amended by the Rescriptum ex Audientia SS.mi dated 21 May 2010 and signed by the then-
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal William Levada. Here is the
Vatican-provided text:

Article 1
Art. 6 8 1, 2° Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela is replaced in its entirety by the following text:

“The acquisition, possession or distribution by a cleric of pornographic images of minors
under the age of eighteen, for purposes of sexual gratification, by whatever means or using
whatever technology”.

Article 2
8 1 — Art. 13 Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela is replaced in its entirety by the following text:

“The role of Advocate or Procurator is carried out by a member of the faithful possessing a
doctorate in canon law, who is approved by the presiding judge of the college”.

§ 2 — Art. 14 Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela is replaced in its entirety by the following text:

“In other Tribunals, for the cases under these norms, only priests can validly carry out the
functions of Judge, Promoter of Justice and Notary”.

The Holy Father has ordered that the present Rescriptum be published in L Osservatore
Romano and in Acta Apostolicae Sedis, and take effect on 1 January 2020.

19 December 2019: Missionary Church’s Commitment to Those Affected by Leprosy in India
The country most affected by Hansen’s disease is India with 135,485 cases

The missionary Church has a long tradition of assistance to leprosy patients, this is the case of the
Jeevodaya Social and Leprosy Rehabilitation Center which has been assisting people affected by
this pandemic for fifty years. The institute was founded by the priest and Polish doctor Father Adam
Wisniewski, of the Congregation of the Missionaries of the Holy Family, in 1969 with the aim of
creating a home for lepers where they could offer not only medical treatment but also rehabilitation
in two phases, physical and social, until the achievement of total human acceptance and dignity
within the society that had so far rejected them.




The note sent to Fides News Agency points out that Jeevodaya is also a home that welcomes
children of families affected by the pandemic. Here the children are educated and do not run the risk
of returning to the slums of the colonies where people affected by leprosy are still marginalized. In
this way, with a good education, children are able to start a new life and help their parents.

Mgr. Victor Henry Thakur, Archbishop of the diocese of Raipur and Adam Burakowski,
ambassador of the Polish Republic to India took part in the ceremony, celebrated on December 9 in
Jeevodaya Nagar, Abhanpur, district of Raipur, Chattisgarh.

Unfortunately, leprosy still exists due to poverty, as well as marginalization. According to the
statistics of the World Health Organization in the poorest areas of the world, there is, in fact 94% of
new patients. The country most affected by Hansen’s disease is India with 135,485 cases.

23 December 2019: Advent Marked by Intolerance towards Religious Minorities in India

Several episodes of religious intolerance have marked the period of Advent and preparation for
Christmas in India, reported Fides News Agency. While the nation is shaken by the protest for the
adoption of the Citizenship Amendment Act 2019, which discriminates against the granting of the
right of citizenship, denying it to Muslim refugees, Christian communities also denounce acts and
episodes that violate the freedom of worship and religious practice, in different states of the
Federation.

A Christmas carols meeting was abruptly interrupted on December 17 in Permuapalayam, Tamil
Nadu, by five men who attacked the people present, including a 17-year-old boy. Protestant Pastor
Joshua, who leads a local community, had gathered some faithful to celebrate Advent in their home
when the aggression of the militants against the celebration of Christmas occurred. And when, the
day after the episode, Christians went to the police to file a complaint, they were rejected.

“Episodes of intolerance towards the Christian faith have been increasing in Tamil Nadu in recent
years”, writes in a note sent to Fides, the NGO Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), which
monitors the situation of religious minorities in India.

Nehemiah Christie, a local human rights activist, argues: “The level of intolerance we are
witnessing in this country today is unprecedented. Christians cannot celebrate the holidays for fear
of violence. In principle, current political leadership should be held accountable because it promotes
false narrative on religious minorities. Today, the poison that has penetrated at a basic level is
widespread. The police are also complicit and do not take complaints seriously. In many cases,
suffering remains unheard, violence remains unpunished and people continue to live in fear”.

According to CSW, “it is deeply worrying to see that religious holidays are distorted by those who
want to plant seeds of contention and discord in India. Respecting the right to practice one’s
religion is fundamental. We urge the authorities to take appropriate measures against these
behaviors and to promote a culture of mutual respect”.




The Diocesan Pilgrimage in Uvarl on 27.10.2019
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Ecumenical Christmas Celebrations at Good News Centre on 01.12.2019
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Erection of the New Parish — Xavierpuram on 02.12.2019
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Diocesan Retreat in Pillar, Madurai on 12.12.2019
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Marriage of the Disabled in Lucia Centre on 13.12.2019




Christmas Celebration with Vincent De Paul Society on 15.12.2019
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Christmas Celebration in St. Joseph’s Charity Institute,
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Adaikalapuram on 17.12.2019
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Christmas Celebration in LFS on 20.12.2019




Christmas Celebration with Mentally‘lgetarded in Anaikarai on 22.12.2019
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Celebrate the Pongal Festival with
heart-filled Happiness and Gratitude.

May this Festival bring you beautiful harvest
and prosperous year ahead.




