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Peace to the People of Good Will

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Best wishes of the New Year 2019 to all of you! May the
Lord God grant you peace!
On the night of the birth of our Lord Jesus, angels
gave the following message to shepherds, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favours!” (Luke 2:14) Our Lord Jesus is the Prince of Peace
and He is the one who brings peace upon the earth. Yet we may
obtain peace only when we have love and justice in our hearts.
Indeed, Our Lord Jesus himself is peace, love and justice. Those
people are ‘good’ in the eyes of the world, who mould, shape,
make and live their life according to the demands of love, peace
and justice. Such people possess good will. There have been
countless people of good will in the world, and particularly in the
history of the Church. Father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi
and St. Teresa of Calcutta were such persons of good will both
in the eyes of God and human beings.
Love, peace and justice are the natural, internal
inspirations and inclinations that reflect the person of God
Himself. It is God who is eternal love, eternal peace and eternal
justice. He has partially and sufficiently shared these virtues
with every human being. His will it is that having these spiritual
virtues put into action, man may prepare himself to partake in
the eternal joy in heaven.
God is love and He created man so as to share His
abounding love with him. He continues to pour out His love for
every human being. Human beings likewise should share love
with each other through self sacrifice. Man needs to understand
that by virtue of being the children of God, all human beings are
brothers and sisters to one another. Such a bond runs deeper
than blood relation. Hence all human beings are indispensably
obliged to show mutual respect, mutual justice and mutual
service to one another. This is the meaning of loving one
another.
When we respect one another, we will also value
ideas, convictions, sacred practices and religious beliefs of one
another. Even when we may disagree with others, we will at
least tolerate them. We must bear in mind that truth in various
forms exists everywhere. Even as varied species of flowers with
their distinct fragrance immensely adorn the garden, the unity
in diversity inspires mutual love and respect among human
communities. In sharp contrast, selfish motive, fundamentalist

views, religious intolerance and perspective of uniformity breed
hatred and violence in society. Subsequently the rule of love,
peace and justice die out; the God-given freedom is shattered.
It is true that even though inner peace and tranquillity in good
people may thrive, they nonetheless externally suffer numerous
forms of humiliation.
Our country is at a critical stage today. Love, peace
and justice are being trampled upon. Fundamentalism driven
uniformity and religious intolerance are spreading hatred and
violence in society. Mechanism to forcibly substitute religious,
social, ideological and cultural diversity is obsessively being
sought after. Religious freedom is openly being crushed.
Communities are being polarized in the name of religion. Minority
communities are being indicted on unsustainable grounds.
Their institutions are systematically being muzzled. Illiterate
and poor people are being exploited even as their land is being
robbed. Industrial projects are displacing thousands of people.
Unending ill effects of such a process is anyone’s guess. Just
consider, whose development and whose destruction is on track
anyway!
Even in the above mentioned circumstances we are
called to be ‘good’ so as to merit divine peace. For this, we
need to be firm in our faith. Let us cultivate love in our hearts
even for our adversaries. Let us continuously pray for them
as also for our country and state. All of us know that prayer
holds infinite power. In addition, we need to stay vigilant; having
seriously reflected on the prevalent circumstances, we need
to take proper decisions and implement them. The year 2019
is a crucial period for all, including the Church, because the
country will go for the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections.
The election results will certainly leave a mark on our mother
land as also on the Church — positively or negatively. Hence
we need to vote for a government that would provide optimal
governance.
Let us, therefore, strive to be ‘good’ in the New Year.
Let us strive to lead a life of divine love, peace and justice. In the
best interest of personal and social good, let our unified steps
match our resolutions. Let us keep in mind, the Prince of Peace
is always with us! May He be respected and honoured forever!
				Your servant and friend,
É Felix Toppo, S.J.

Prayer for our Nation and Jharkhand
Heavenly Father, we humbly pray for India and
our Jharkhand state, and entrust them to your precious
hands.
Please dispel the darkness of untruth from
our country and enlighten her with the light of truth.
Let equality, freedom and brotherhood — the values
treasured in our Constitution — be respected and
sustained. May the people of various religions and
sects, races and ideologies abandon hate and violence
for living in peace and harmony.
May the law-making institutions take judicious
decisions towards upholding common welfare. May
our judiciary be an institution for fostering harmony,
discernment and justice. May our administration
exercise due responsibility in discharging its duty. May
the means of communication spread and foster truth
and may our national institutions be guarded against
harmful forces.
May life sustaining means be supplied to all the
poor and needy of our nation. May Dalits and Adivasis
be brought into the mainstream for nation building. May
true democratic values be upheld through the election

process and may our leaders be enkindled with the
flame of true patriotism.
O Beloved Heavenly Father, we especially pray for
Jharkhand state. May the people’s right over its water,
forest and land be effectively guarded. May they be
relieved of exploitation, atrocity and injustice. May their
problems of unemployment, illiteracy, displacement
and dislodging migration be adequately addressed and
resolved. May the richness of our language and culture
confirm and validate our identity and rightful dignity. May
we firmly stand united against the disruptive elements.
May the followers of Christ remain firm in their faith.
May there be no constraint on charitable service and
Gospel witness the Church desires to sustain.
Heavenly Father, we make this prayer in the holy name
of our Saviour, Lord Jesus Christ. May our Mother
Mary, the Queen of Chotanagpur, powerfully intercede
for us. Amen.
(Our Father in heaven, Hail Mary and Glory be ...)
Promulgated by

É Felix Toppo, S.J., Archbishop of Ranchi

News & Views
Mandar Parish Celebrates its Golden Jubilee
Mandar. 9 December 2018. The golden jubilee of St. Alois’
Parish Mandar drew a large congregation of believers and
well wishers this morning to the solemn Eucharist presided
over by His Grace, Felix Toppo,
SJ.
While
congratulating
the parishners and pastors,
Archbishop Toppo encouraged
them to persevere in faith
that manifests in prayerful,
charitable and reconciliatory
action. The mass was followed
by a felicitation function in
which glowing tributes were
paid to all past and present
pastors, religious personnel,
lay collaborators and benefactors.
Publicly more remembered for the erstwhile Holy Family
Hospital that started on March 19, 1947 and was replaced
on November 7, 2015 with a CBCI initiative — the present
Constant Lievens’ Hospital & Research Centre (CLHRC) —
Mandar had come into limelight as full-fledged parish already
on May 12, 1898. Carved out of the historic Dighia parish the
headquarters of which are some 35 km South-West away,
the Mandar community pioneered by Fr. Joseph Walrave,
SJ, later in the course of 60 years grew on to necessitate

construction of the present bigger church that was blessed
on December 8, 1968 by Archbishop Pius Kerketta, SJ. The
church was constructed by the collaborative efforts of Jesuit
Frs. Henry Wilemot and Charles Van Besouw.

Presently four priests led by Rev. Fr. William Tirkey as Parish
Priest are serving here. The launch of St. Xavier’s Inter
College in the parish compound on May 15, 2019 by the then
Archbishop of Ranchi, Cardinal Telesphore P. Toppo, has
additionally marked the growing educational needs of the
region. Led by Rev. Fr. John Shailendra Toppo as Principal,
currently 372 students have been enrolled in this co-ed
institution.
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Christmas celebrated with joy and good will
Ranchi. 25 December 2018. The solemnity of Christmas was
celebrated here with traditional joy and good will. His Grace,
Felix Toppo, SJ, the archbishop of Ranchi
officiated at the nightly Christmas
Vigil. In his homily he
upheld God’s immense
love for entire human
race as revealed in the
incarnation and birth
of Lord Jesus Christ.
He added that such
a revelation has been
announced
since
ages
in the

Christmas Felicitation by Citizens held at SDC
Ranchi. 25 December 2018. Coordinated by the Interreligious
Dialogue Forum, Cardinal Telesphore P. Toppo, Archbishop
Felix Toppo and
Bishop Telesphore
Bilung
were
felicitated in the
afternoon at SDC.
His Eminence said
the birth of Lord
Jesus Christ marks
the
beginning
of the salvation
of
humanity.
While expressing
gratitude to the citizens of Ranchi, he gave them Christmas
best wishes and blessings. Archbishop Felix Toppo said
Christmas is a celebration of faith in God, love, hope and joy.
He stressed that not raising protest against evil is a crime.
Former Central Minister, Subodh Kant Sahay expressed
appreciation and gratitude for educational and health services
being rendered by the Christian community, particularly in
remote areas. Fr. Joseph Marianus Kujur, Provincial Superior
of the Ranchi Jesuits, regretted that Christian institutions of
charity and certain individuals are presently being victimized

Bible. The insolent human race, instead of responding to God
in gratitude, revolted against His love instead, he said. Yet,
God of abounding mercy, instead of punishing man, reminded
him of His commitment towards his liberation and encouraged
him to repent. “God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Archbishop added, “We
thank the Lord God and rejoice.”
While commenting on the story of Lord Jesus’ birth
as enshrined in the Scripture, Archbishop Toppo said that
contrary to the global society’s grandiose celebration of
Christmas, the utterly poor and self-effacing birth of Lord Jesus
Christ truly reveals His divine Sonship in total obedience to the
almighty and most glorious God. “The birth of this Child is an
immense grace for all humanity.” The Archbishop underlined
the Immaculate Virgin Mother Mary’s role in the incarnation
of Lord Jesus as most significant. He added that
it is in Mary’s positive response to the Angel’s
announcement regarding her motherhood to
Jesus that the project of salvation of humanity
commenced, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke
1:38) Finally, Archbishop Toppo urged
the believers to welcome the “Prince of
Peace” in their hearts and families by
mutual cohesion and reconciliation. His
good will message for Christmas was also
separately aired by the evening broadcast
of All India Radio. Coordinated by St. Vincent
de Paul Society, the Archbishop also distributed
gifts among the disadvantaged.
by some intolerant and divisive forces. He, however, expressed
gratitude towards the respectable citizens for standing by in
good will and solidarity. Dr. Sazzad Ahmed, President of the
Interreligious Dialogue Forum, decried the violation of human
and constitutional rights. He also regretted clash between the
judiciary and the government.
Ms Mahuwa Maji, JMM’s Chairperson of the women’s
wing, Mr. Ajay Nath Sahdev, former Deputy Mayor, Mr. Amitabh
Chaudhri, Secretary of BCCI and numerous respected citizens
expressed compliments from the podium. Opposition Leader
of Jharkhand Assembly, Mr. Hemant Soren personally visited
the Archbishop’s House to share Christmas wishes with
Archbishop Felix Toppo. Later the participants were treated
with a festive refreshment.

Bishop Alex Dias Retires
Port Blair. Jan 6, 2019. His Holiness, Pope Francis
accepted the resignation of His Lordship, Alex Dias, SFX,
as Bishop of Andaman and Nicobar. The declaration to this
effect on feast of the Epiphany of the Lord was made by
the Holy See in Rome at 12.00 hours (16.30 hours in India)
today. Fr. Visuvasam Selvaraj is appointed as the Diocesan
Administrator on January 9.
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First Profession of Sisters held
Ranchi. 8 December 2018. First religious profession
ceremony of the Daughters of St. Anne and the Ursulines
of Tildonk was held at Samlong and Ranchi respectively.
His Grace, Felix Toppo, SJ, Archbishop of Ranchi
officiated at the said ceremony at Samlong in which
34 St. Anne’s novices pronounced their first vows. His
Lordship, Anand Jojo, Bishop of Hazaribag-Daltongunj
officiated at the first profession ceremony of the Ursulines
at their provincial headquarters, Kanke Road, Ranchi. Of
the St. Anne’s novices 5 will work in Madhya Pradesh,
9 in Gumla, 14 in Ranchi and 6 in Jalpaigudi provinces.
The venue of vow ceremony of the St. Anne’s
Daughters at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Samlong,
being a happy coincidence, Archbishop Felix in his homily
dwelt at length on feast of the Immaculate Conception of
Our Lady. While recalling the numerous apparitions of
Virgin Mary to St. Veronica and, in particular, revelation of
the “Immaculate Conception” of Our Lady, he said, “The
desire and subsequent decision towards self oblation”
are generated by “God’s will and call” and eventually
they acquire permanence by one’s pronouncement of
vows. God addressed the candidates in words similar to
those he pronounced in the case of Abraham, the father
of faith, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (Gen
12:1) While meditating upon the Immaculate Conception
of Blessed Virgin Mary, Abraham’s call to become father
of nations and the call of Servant of God, Bernadette
Kispotta, the founder of the Daughters of St. Anne, the
Archbishop pointed out that God has set aside each
candidate for unique task. Archbishop also proposed the
effusive words of Mother Mary as their response, “My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour …!” (Luke 1:46ff)
The three religious vows — chastity, poverty
and obedience — were the next subject for consideration
in the Archbishop’s homily. He summarized that they are
aimed towards developing intimate relationship with Lord

Fresh Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk
with His Lordship, Anand Jojo and Concelebrants

Stop Press

Bishop Charles Soreng expired
Ranchi. 11 January 2019. His Lordship, Charles Soreng, SJ,
84, Bishop Emeritus of Hazaribag, died after prolonged illness
today, 8.40 a.m. at Seva Nilaya Health Centre, Aragate. He was
former Secretary General of CBCI and the former Chairman of
the CBCI Office for ST/SC. The burial ceremony of his mortal
remains is to be held on January 15 (Tuesday) at 1.00 p.m. in
Transfiguraion of Our Lord Cathedral, Hazaribag.

Programme of Archbishop Felix Toppo
January 2019

Dt

Events

Time

Place

01

Mary Mother of God, Mass

07.00pm

Ulahatu

06

Priestly Ordination, Dn. Edwin Dungdung

08.00 am Kanke

07

Ranchi to Chennai

AM-PM

0814

XXXI CCBI Plenary Assembly. Till 1.00 pm.

14

Chennai to Ranchi

PM

16

Meeting with Fr. Cyril Fernandes

11.00 am ABH

17

St. Katherine High School, Annual Sch. Day

01.00 pm Ara Gate

19

DSA Inauguration program

AM

20

Priestly Ordination, Dn. Roshan Minj

08.00 am Hulhundu

27

Priestly Ordination of Dn. SumanDungdung

08.00 am Singpur

30

Mass. Loreto Convent. Platinum Jubilee

09.30 am Doranda

Chingleput

Raja Ulahatu

Program of Archbishop Felix Programme – Feb - 2019

Jesus. “Remember, Christ is your groom, while you are
His bride. Honour the sanctity of such a relationship
and thus grow in lifelong holiness and self-assurance.”
Family members and well wishers of the candidates for
profession, in addition to numerous priests and religious,
attended the events respectively. The usual felicitations
and festive meals followed suit.

02

Jubilee of Sr. Evelin, SRA

03

Pastoral Visit to Mediatrix of all Graces Parish 08.00 am Nawatand

04

Mass & Installation of New OSU Office 06.30 am Kanke road
Bearers

08.00 am

Bishop Telesphore Bilung’s Programme
January 2019

4-6

Ordination

7 - 15 CCBI Plenary

Rourkela
Chennai
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