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A CHILLING MESSAGE 
GAURI LANKESH, 55, was 
the firebrand editor of ‘Gauri 
Lankesh Patrike’ in Ben-
galuru, Karnataka, earlier 
edited by her legendary fa-
ther P Lankesh, as ‘Lankesh 
Patrike’. She was shot dead 
by unknown assailants out-
side her home in Rajarajesh-
wari Nagar on 5 September. 
Gauri has been a well-known 
critic of Right-wing Hindut-
va fundamentalism, mob-lynching and 
cow vigilantism; she was a progressive, 
liberal, rationalist-feminist, who wrote 
on a spectrum of issues, from the crisis 
of Rohingyas to the death of hundreds 
of children in Gorakhpur. She was also 
mediating with the Maoists and the 
Karnataka government so as to make 
them join the mainstream. Politically, 
she had aligned openly with the Lin-
gayat community in Karnataka who 
wanted to separate from the frame-
work of orthodox Hinduism.
   The dharma of a journalist is to ask 
difficult questions, report and write 
objectively and impartially, hold the 
establishment to account and stand 
up for the dispossessed and voiceless. 
Gauri Lankesh was acutely conscious 
of these principles of her profession. 
Throughout her journalistic career, she 
stood up for these values, fighting not 
just corruption but also intolerance and 
hate-poltics, always reporting on grass-
roots issues and conflict zones which 
others would systematically skip. She 
was threatened, sued, sentenced to 
prison, abused, mostly by Hindutva fa-
natics. Finally, when she refused to be 

silenced, she was killed in cold blood.
While investigations are still on, it 
has been found that the same kind of 
country gun has been used to kill her 
which was used earlier to kill another 
eminent rationalist, MM Kalburgi, in 
Dharwar in August 2015. It follows the 
same pattern as the murder of two oth-
er progressive rationalists, CPI leader 
Govind Pansare and Narendra Dab-
holkar in Pune and Kolhapur. There is 
a method in the murder of Lankesh.
   “Journalists are increasingly the tar-
gets of online smear campaigns by the 
most radical nationalists, who vilify 
them and even threaten physical re-
prisals,” said Reporters without Bor-
ders in its report on the 2017 World 
Press Freedom ranking. The report 
puts India at 136 in a list of 192, based 
on measuring the amount of freedom 
journalists in the country have. The re-
port stated that journalists in India are 
facing threats from Right-wing Hin-
dutva fundamentalists.  
   We, the Niscortians, pay homage to 
Gauri Lankesh and promise to follow 
the true spirit of journalism.

• Sunil Miranda

ACADEMIC INAUGURATION

HARD WORK coupled with the grace 
of God can work miracles in our lives. 
The new academic year, 2017-2018, 
began with holy mass celebrated by 
Bishop Francis Kalist. In his address, 
he emphasised the importance of com-
munication in today’s world. A cordial 
welcome address was proposed by Sr. 
Michelle, Registrar. Light removes the 
darkness from the mind, heart, soul 
and makes a person enlightened. In or-
der to enlighten the gathering, we had 
lighting of the lamp by dignitaries and 
student representatives.
   The opening day was inaugurated 
by Prof Amit Sengupta, Dean, with 
his thought-provoking message. On 
the auspicious day, we also had a soft 
and amazing message from Director,  
Fr Jose Murickan. They both spoke of 
‘small is beautiful’ and how we must at-
tain the highest standards of excellence 
as an academic collective, and that 
teachers will always be there to guide 
the students. We need creative and hu-
mane ideas, and the synthesis of theory 
and praxis. Our work and life can make 
the world beautiful and life-affirming.
     Prof Shashwati Goswami from 
IIMC, Delhi, gave the keynote address. 
She  spoke about radio journalism, ra-
dio production and development jour-
nalism, focusing on a region which is 
often ignored by the mainstream me-
dia: the Northeast. The programme 
was concluded with a word of gratitude 
by Fr. Agnel.

 
•Distin M Wilson
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ORIENTATION PROGRAMME  2017-18
 

THIS YEAR, Niscort has started with 
a bang, specialised orientation classes 
which triggered the intellectual momen-
tum. Professionals from media industry 
and academics were invited to give lec-
tures on special areas.
 
 2 August 2017
Topic: ‘Trends in Entertainment and 
Sports Industry’
Speaker: Ratin Sarkar (Ten Sports)
Sarkar spoke about the modern media, 
its effects and our perception. He spoke 
about the advantages and disadvantages, 
how it influences and how one can make 
use of the media to transform society. He 
spoke about how to make communication 
easy, lucid and transparent.
Topic: ‘New Challenges in Reporting and 
Anchoring’
Speaker: Maitreyi Tripathyi (Senior An-
chor and Producer, India News)
She reaffirmed that reporting involves 
both passion and professionalism. As an 
anchor, one should plan and do sufficient 
research. One should be ready to face un-
expected obstacles. “Building networks is 
crucial,” she stressed.
 3 August 2017
Topic: ‘India: Global Relations’
Speaker: Dr Mehmood Alam, (Zakir 
Hussain College, Delhi University)
He spoke about India’s relationship with 
South Asian and South-East nations. The 
relationship with neighbouring countries 
is at stake; it is complicated and political-
ly difficult. He spoke on various problems 

India is facing with Russia, Nepal, Paki-
stan, Sri Lanka, the middle-east, and the 
West. No form of terrorism can flourish 
without local support, he argued.
Topic: ‘RJ: Emerging Trends in Radio’
Speaker: Naveed Khan (TV Host and RJ 
on Radio Mirchi 98.3FM)
Khan spoke about the difficulties he faced 
as a Radio Jockey. In order to establish 
oneself, one should improvise one’s talent 
day by day. Flowing rivers have life, it con-
stantly rejuvenates, so is the craft of a RJ.
 4 August 2017
Topic: ‘A Glimpse of film-making’ and 
‘Review of NISCORT Productions’
Speaker: Prof. Sabu Koshy
 Koshy gave an insightful lecture on 
film-making, how a concept note turns 
into a script, a screenplay, a story board. 
He spoke about the three segments of 
film-making: pre-production, produc-
tion, post-production, with the examples 
of movies like ‘Dunkirk’ and ‘Inception’ 
by Christopher Nolan.
 5 August 2017
Topic: ‘Comics and Society’
Speaker: Sharad Sharma (Illustrator and 
Cartoonist)
Sharma spoke about grassroots comics as a 
parallel stream of media communication. 
What you want to convey is the principle 
of ordinary life and its social concerns, of-
ten missed by the mainstream media. For 
instance, AFSPA in the Northeast and the 
resistance against this ‘draconian’ law.
                                               •Arji Prakash

WINDOWS OF ENLIGHTENMENT
IT IS indeed a great opportunity for the 
students to enhance and enlighten their 
language and knowledge skills by being a 
part of the Niscort Debate Club, guided by 
Sr. Michelle, Registrar. The students were 
enthusiastic and fully prepared to discuss 
the pros and cons of the topic. Prof  Sabu 
Koshy, Fr. Jose Murickan, and Fr. Jerry Jo-
seph, were the moderators.
   There have been two debates till Septem-
ber end this year. The first debate on 18 
August, between group two and three, was 
based on the ‘GST Bill (Goods & Service 
Taxes Bill)’, while the second debate was 
on 8 September, between group one and 
four, based on ‘Demonetisation’. There are 
four groups consisting of six members 
each.  In the days to come, more rounds of 
debate are going to make the intellectual 
life in the campus vibrant. The next sub-
ject is ‘Intolerance in India’.
   In the first debate, group two spoke in 
favour of GST.  “GST is to track black 

money and with GST in the market, tax 
returns increase. When tax increases, the 
government will also get tax. So, the val-
ue-added taxes increase in the market. 
When the value-added taxes increase, 
they can get more promotions. GST ben-
efits business, the government, and con-
sumers,” said Akshay in favour of the 
topic. A participant against the motion ar-
gued that implementing the GST bill will 
make insurance premiums more expen-
sive and create roadblocks in a price sen-
sitive market. The second debate centered 
on demonetisation.The group defending 
demonetisation spoke about its perceived 
positive impact in a cash run-economy, 
GDP and black money. The group oppos-
ing it said that demonetisation stripped 
the currency unit as legal tender, and has 
been a failure since all black money has 
been converted into white, while millions 
suffered hardship and unemployment.

•Pascal Sad

IN THE Indian 
dance drama con-
cept promulgated 
by Bharatamuni, 
the actor rises to 

a height of acting 
(abhinaya) wherein 

he becomes one with the character he 
portrays. The audience becomes one 
with the actor’s performance in an 
aesthetic oneness of two unique indi-
viduals wherein they cannot differen-
tiate between the actor and the acting. 
The English dictionary has a word 
that describes a similar context in the 
reality of life -- simulation. Simulation 
is a technique of enacting in the same 
way as in a virtually realistic outset.
   The common man today is some-
where between the dilemma of  simu-
lation and  reality; the actor creates an 
impression in every nook and corner. 
Impressionist leaders can give you the 
panorama of a dynamic range on their 
Magna Carta as ‘development’ at the 
expense of dignity and rationale of 
the common man, putting the com-
mon man in a situation of a total di-
lemma. Looking at the frontiers of the 
current issues in the well-proclaimed 
democratic India, Rousseau’s words 
resonate, “Man is born free, but every-
where he is in chains.”  
   The dynamic range plays the gim-
mick of transcending poverty and in-
equality into the hyper rhetoric of ‘de-
velopment’. It would mean the welfare 
of the people from the bottom to the 
maximum. It would need that some-
one, who can comprehend the soul 
and substance of the history of the 
great nation-State: India. The panora-
ma of this beautiful garden with flow-
ers of cultural fragrance and diverse 
symmetry is what constitutes India. 
A garden with withering flowers, and 
a lotus pond alone does not speak of 
unity in diversity. The common man 
is subjugated to the dearth of rational-
ity and the resultant bigotry. Beware 
of the dynamic range of a ‘leadership’ 
that is gradually stepping onto dreams 
and creating false illusions of aligning 
with the common man in India!
                                                •Jerry Joseph
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GROUND BENEATH THE EARTH

   A C C L A I M E D 
DOCUMENTA-
RY filmmaker 
Sanjay Kak’s ‘Red 
Ant Dream’ was 
screened by the 
Niscort Film Club 
on 15 Septem-

ber in the campus. It is a path-break-
ing documentary shot in the difficult 
Maoist epicenter inside the dense for-
ests of Bastar in Chhattisgarh; a film 
snatched from the jaws of a hard real-
ity in a conflict zone.
    It alternately flies two flags: a flag of 
deep depression and despair, and a flag 
of wild hope and resistance, much like 
its subjects in the narrative -- the op-
pressed tribal people and poor peas-
antry in the most marginalized realms 
of Indian social life. There is a deep 
morality silently at work, a movement 
of the camera which enters the depth 
of the Maoist inner-lanes and explores 
emotionally complex stories of the 
armed resistance.
   The third in a cycle of films that 
interrogate the working of Indian 
democracy, ‘Red Ant Dream’ (2013) 
follows Kak’s Jashn-e-Azadi (2007) 
about the idea of freedom in Kashmir, 
and ‘Words on Water’ (2002) about 
the non-violent people’s movement 
against big dams in the Narmada val-
ley with thousands getting displaced 
even today.
   It is an awe inspiring documentary 

from the red zones of India, not easy 
to shoot with guns blazing on all sides, 
and with the Maoists in direct con-
frontation with the Indian State, even 
as the tribals refuse to- move from 
their land and forests for big mining 
companies and big business houses. 
This film documents the emergence 
of the armed struggle in the contem-
porary era, coming as it is in a world 
of relentless struggle, mass upheaval, 
exploitation and resistance.
    Undoubtedly, it is a documentation 
of the infinite revolution, in difficult 
conditions, with the Indian State hav-
ing declared the underground, armed-
Maoists as terrorists, and the Maoists 
refusing to surrender or retreat, even 
as the adivasis are trapped in this pro-
tracted battle.

    “Maoism teaches us that self-pres-
ervation is possible only through war,” 
the disembodied voice of an ideo-
logue fills the forest, now peopled by 
armed guerillas. “This subterranean 
war broke out more than half-a cen-
tury ago, and the continuing battle is 
shaped not just with bullets and ex-
plosives, but also ideas.”
   The film is edited by Tarun Bhar-
tiya, written by Sanjay Kak and Ta-
run Bhartiya, with photography by 
Rajnath Palit, Sanjay Kak and Setu, 
sound design by Madhu Apsara, mu-
sic by Word Sound Power (featuring  
the band, Delhi Sultanate), and with 
the poems of revolutionary Punjabi 
poet, Avtar Singh Pash.

     •Urmila Mahla
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THE TRANSFORMATION from a 
lay person to a journalist of courage 
and creativity takes a long process of 
hard work and experience. Niscort’s 
students are in the process of moving 
from one realm to another to become 
professionals of the future by engaging 
themselves with out-of-the-box expe-
riences, while complementing the ac-
ademic curriculum. Niscort Frames, 
the online channel of Niscort Media 
College, is such an endeavour.
   Niscort Frames is run by the students 
and guided by the production de-
partment head, Prof Sabu Koshy. The 
students are divided into four teams 
named Satyajit Ray, Christopher No-
lan, Hitchcock and HR Productions. 
Each team produces a video of 10 
minutes which has different segments, 

such as ‘World at a glance’, ‘India this 
week’, ‘Social media trends’, ‘Cinema 
review’, ‘Songs of the week’ and ‘Life 
at Niscort’.
   The first group, HR Productions, 
screened their video on 9 September. 
Sunil and Distin led the group while 
Urmila and Beena helped them in the 
presentation. The major news story 
was on terrorism and the refugee cri-
sis in Bangladesh and Syria.
   The Satyajit Ray group screened 
their video on 10 September. Arji 
Prakash and Pascal led the group in 
production. Arji in ‘World at a glance’ 
presented the issue of Rohingya Mus-
lims and the BJP government’s deci-
sion to deport all refugees from Myan-
mar. ‘India this week’ was handled by 
Manoj, whereas Arjit did the review of 

social media and ‘Songs of the week’. 
Akash did a review of films and Arji 
led the segment, ‘Life at Niscort’.
   The third group, Hitchcock, had their 
screening on 15 September. Mewan, 
Keerthi, Samdhu and Roshan joined 
with Agnel. The major news was the 
protests in Delhi and across the coun-
try on the killing of Gauri Lankesh. 
The team covered the massive protest 
at the Press Club of India, Delhi. 
    Niscort Frames continues its profes-
sional and creative journey with text, 
images, sound, music, narration, and 
all round coverage from the ground. 
Indeed, it will surely carve its own 
space in the history of audio-visual 
media.

•Manoj

NISCORT FRAMES: A FRAME OUT OF THE FRAME



NOT IN MY NAME
A NOTINMYNAME campaign was 
organised at the DDA Park in Sector 
6, Dwarka in Delhi, on 10 September. 
This was part of the music and poet-
ry shows and performances, across 
100 locations in Delhi, after the mas-
sive June 28 spontaneous protests all 
over India and in Delhi, in reaction to 
the murder of young Junaid in a train 
near Faridabad. 
   The event was largely organised by 
the residents of Dwarka, with support 
from the Dwarka Collective, Dwarka 
Action for Gender Equality and Rise 
Foundation. The campaign at Dwarka 
emphasised the importance of peace, 
harmony, love and brotherhood in In-
dia. “Our Constitution supports and 
encourages religious harmony, where 

people from different faiths come to-
gether in the spirit of humanity, cele-
brating India’s diversity and rich her-
itage of tolerance. However,  today, 
there is a lot of instability and intoler-
ance in India,” said a participant.
   It was a well-organised programme, 
with children, youngsters and senior 
citizens participating in various cul-
tural programmes to communicate the 
problems that we are facing today in 

terms of the xenophobic atmosphere 
and the fear of everyday mob-violence.      
There was a mind-blowing street play 
by youngsters, depicting the current 
situation, whereby the powerful try to 
destroy all forms of dissent. Howev-
er, the message was clear: if we stand 
united with peace and harmony, we 
can take India to its heights. Through 
poems, dance, speeches and drawings 
by kids, the high  ideals of patriotism 
was show-cased, which celebrated 
love, and rejected hate.
   “Indians should not divide people 
on basis of religion, caste or commu-
nity; our unity and diversity is our 
strength,” said a school girl.  

    
•Kirti Kiran Xess
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THANK YOU TEACHER!
TEACHERS’ DAY is held on 5 Sep-
tember every year to celebrate the life 
and work of our teachers. It is the birth 
anniversary of former President Dr 
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan; he wished 
that his birthday should mark as the 
teachers’ day all over India. Hence, 
since 1962, the day is celebrated as 
teachers’ day.
   At Niscort, the students did a spe-
cial programme. Students presented 
a nuanced dance, which was aesthet-
ic and beautiful. They held candles 
in the palm of their hands and per-
formed a beatiful prayer. The juniors 
sang a wonderful chorus followed by 
a game for the teachers, moderated by 
William. Niscort  professors were pre-

sented bouquets by students.
    Knowledge should liberate, said 
the teachers. If students become re-
fined and learned, then teachers too 
learn new things. It is a collective pro-
cess; we are equals in this interaction. 
Reach out to us, whenever you need 
any help, even outside academics. We 
will be always there with our students, 
said the professors.
     The teachers’ day in the campus 
reaffirmed the bond between the pro-
fessors and students. The cultural pro-
gramme was followed by a sumptious 
lunch. 
        Thank you teachers. 

•Roshan C Philip

Against the murder of Gauri Lankesh:Niscort Students reporting from Press Club, Delhi  


